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RE 357 CHRISTIANS AND BUDDHISTS IN DIALOGUE (3)

Spring Evening Online Term:  July 7 – September 15, 2008
COURSE SCHEDULE
Instructor:  Dr. Malia D. Wong, O.P.

Email: mwong2@chaminade.edu 

(use internal mail in WebCt for all course related communications)

*Email must come from your Chaminade University email account to insure that it is answered. Email from other accounts may be inadvertently deleted without reading. 

Phone:  (808) 676-1452


 

Our course week extends from Sunday through Saturday.  Each Sunday, the supplementary resources for the upcoming week (if applicable) is posted in the “Course Content” section.  Course activities follow a recurring format throughout the term.   Typically, weekly course activities adhere to the format below:  

 

	Sunday (midnight)  
	Weekly Course Content and Discussion Starters posted. 

	Sunday to Thursday
	Students post First Response to the Discussion. 

	Friday and Saturday 
	Students post Second Response to the Discussions.

	Tuesday (midnight) 
	All other assignments due as specified below. 

	Saturday (midnight)   
	Graded assignments (essays) are scored and returned.


COURSE ACTIVITIES

	Week 
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments

	Week 1

July 7-12
Classes begin July 7
Last day to register July 13
Last day to add/drop July 13
9  Martyrdom of the Bab - Bahai

	*Introduction 

*Sacred Stories; Search for the Holy
	( Welcome to RE 357! Please read the “Course Information” document.
Readings:

1)  Smith & Novak: p. 3-20  “The Man Who Woke Up”; 

 “The Silent Sage”
2)  Nicholl:  p. 3-21:  “Teach Yourself”;  “Knowledge of Holiness”
3)  Gospel of Mark 

For access to the New American Bible translation of Mark:

http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/mark/intro.htm
4)  Blessed William Chaminade
For a history on Blessed Chaminade:

http://buildingcommunity.org/pdf/english/chaminade_article_samaha.pdf
Assignments:
1)  Class Sharing:  Post your response by July 12th, to either of the following:

a.  What parallels or inspirations, can you find in the life stories of the Buddha, Jesus and Bl. Chaminade with yours? Give examples.

b.  Who models holiness for you today?  What are the 
attributes/qualities of this person?
2)  Create your Online Profile using the guidelines under Course Content: Week One



	Week 2

July 13-19
13-16 Ulambana - Obon 
Buddhist - Shinto
18
Asalha Puja Day/Dharma Day - Buddhist

19 Mandaen New Year’s- Mandaen

	*Religion and 

Community
	Readings:

1)  LA Buddhist-Christian Dialogue (LABCD):  “Sharing Our Stories”
2)  Smith & Novak: p. 21-37:  “The Rebel Saint”; 

“The Four Noble Truths”
3)  Nicholl: p. 167-194:  “Companions and Cmty.”

4)  Parmisano:  “Christianity”

Visuals:
1)  View the following on Formation into the Community of the Marianists:

http://www.buildingcommunity.org/english/site.php?use=step3
3)  Watch Ajahn Brahm:  “Buddhism and Sects”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owq_ougaikU
Assignment:

Discussion 1: 
     a.  Group 1:  Post Discussion Starters by midnight                       

          July 13th.

     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by
          Thursday, July 17th.

     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, July 19th. 



	Week 3

July 20-26
23  Birthday of Emperor Hailie Selassi I – Rastafaria

24  Pioneer Day – Mormon


	*Religion and Inter-religious Dialogue


	Readings:

1)  LABCD:  “Developing Dialogue”
2)  Historical Development of Christian Buddhist Dialogue (powerpoint)
3)  Mitchell & Wiseman, OSB:  “Journey and Dialogue”
Visuals:

1)  Watch: kastaway:  Moral Orel & Buddhism  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEy0p06Zgf0
2)  Watch:

socrates2468:  Vietnamese Catholic versus Vietnamese Buddhist  5:38

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Sv6n3-e5jg
Assignment:

1)  Discussion 2: 

     a.  Group 2:  Post Discussion Starters by midnight                       

          July 20th.

     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by

          Thursday, July 24th.

     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, July 26th. 

2)  Reflective Essay #1 Due by July 29th:

Your view of the importance of religion and inter-religious dialogue
Midterm Group Assignments:
Groups will be assigned
Midterm Project Topics:
Group 1:  Zen and Christian Arts

Group 2:  Tibetan Buddhist and Christian Symbols of Worship

Group 3:  Theravadan Buddhist and Christian Elements of Prayer

Group 4:  Mahayana Buddhist and Christian Chant and Song 

Group 5:  American Buddhist and Christian Socio-Active Works for Peace and Justice



	Week 4

July 27 – Aug. 2
31  Lailat al Miraj – Islam 
1  Fast in honor of Holy Mother of Jesus – Orthodox Christian 

2  Lughnassad – Wicca, Northern Hemisphere


	*Creation and Ultimate Reality
	Readings:

1)  LABCD:  “Enlightenment and Heaven”

2)  Smith & Novak:  p. 50-62 - “Core Buddhist Concepts…”

3)  Nicholl:  p. 22-35 - “Our Place in Creation”

4)  Mitchell & Wiseman:  “Grace”

Visuals:

1)  Watch:  http://kids4truth.com/eng_creation.htm
2)  Watch:  Alan Watts:

http://www.freshminds.com/animation/alan_watts_appling.html
Assignment:

1)  Discussion 3: 

     a.  Group 3:  Post Discussion Starters by midnight                       

          July 27th.

     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by

          Thursday, July 31st.

     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, August 2nd. 

2)  Reflective Essay #1 Due July 29th. E-mail to professor.


	Week 5

August 3-9
3  Imbolc – Wicca, Southern Hemisphere
6- Transfiguration – Catholic

	*Growth and Development

	Readings:

1) LABCD: “Self-Awakening and Faith”

2) Smith & Novak:  p. 123-135:  “The New Migration”
3) Nicholl: p. 36- 66:  “Beginning”

Visuals:

1)  Watch:  arinzewebcast:  Can we eat food cooked by Buddhists? http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iix5v1ytwBA
2)Watch:  Alan Watts:

http://www.freshminds.com/animation/alan_watts_madness.html
Assignment:

1)  Discussion 4: 

     a.  Group 4:  Post Discussion Starters by midnight                       

          August 3rd.

     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by

          Thursday, August 7th.

     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, August 9th. 

2)  Collaborate on Midterm Presentations



	Week 6

August 10-16
10  Tisha B’Av – Jewish

15  Assumption of Bl. Virgin Mary – Catholic

*Dormition of Theotokos – Orthodox Christian
	*Midterm Presentations
	Assignment:

1)  Group Midterm to be posted by August 12th midnight.  

2)  Class Sharing:  Post your feedback (things you learned, or that caught your interest) from the 5 midterm presentations by August 16thth


	Week 7

August 17-23
18  Lailat al Bara’ah –Islam


	*Social Responsibility

	Readings:

1)  LABCD:  “Violence and Personal Responsibility”

2)  Smith & Novak:  p. 105-111:  “Tibetan Buddhism”;

     p. 161-171:  “Tibetan Buddhism in Exile”

3)  Nicholl:  p. 67-92:  “ Responsibility”

Visual:

1)  Watch:  mediaworks1:  “Buddhism in America - His Holiness the Dalai Lama”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJRm3T_kmvE
Assignment:

1)  Discussion 5: 

     a.  Group 5:  Post Discussion Starters by midnight                       

          August 17th.
     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by

          Thursday, August 21st.
     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, August 23rd. 

	Week 8

August 24-30
Last day to withdraw from class August 24/10 week term 

24 Krishna Janmashtami-Hindu

28 Paryushana - Jain 
29 Beheading of John the Baptist - Christian

	*Prayer and Meditation
	Readings:

1)  LABCD:  “Word and Silence…”

2)  Mitchell & Wiseman:  “Practice”

3)  Smith & Novak:  p.63-73:  “Theravada and Mahayana;” p. 172-184:  The Vipassana Movement

4)  Nicholl:  p. 93-128:  “Stop:  Be Still”

5)  Bl. Chaminade’s Method of Prayer 

http://usamarianist.blogspot.com/2006/10/chaminades-method-of-prayer.html
Assignment:

1)  Discussion 6: 

     a.  Group 1 & 2:  Post Discussion Starters by 

          midnight August 24th.
     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by

          Thursday, August 28th.

     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, August 30thth. 

2)  Prayer and Meditation Experiences

     Practice one or two different prayer or meditation

     ways.  Stay with it for at least three days.  
3)  Reflective Essay #2 Due by September 2nd.
Sharing of your experience with various prayer and meditation exercises.


	Week 9

Aug. 31 – Sept. 6
1 Church Year begins- Orthodox Christian

2  Ramadan begins – Islam

3 Ganesa Chaturthi - Hindu
	*Daily Life and Spiritual Practice
	Readings:

1)  Mitchell & Wiseman:  “Anger”

2)  Smith & Novak:  p. 88-194:  “Zen Buddhism”;

p. 150-160:  “The Ways of Zen”

3)  Nicholl:  p. 129-166:  “Daily Life as a Spiritual Exercise”

Visuals:

1)  Watch:

MyPath TV: Buddhism with Gere - Daily Path Podcast From MyPath TV
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYUqZAWZ1zw
2)  Watch:  Alan Watts:

http://www.freshminds.com/animation/alan_watts_zen.html
3)  Watch:  Alan Watts - Prickly and Goo: http://www.freshminds.com/animation/alan_watts_prickles.html
4)  Watch:  Alan Watts:  “I”

http://www.freshminds.com/animation/alan_watts_i.html
Assignments:

1)  Discussion 7: 

     a.  Group 3-5:  Post Discussion Starters by 

          midnight August 31st.

     b.  Class:  Post your First Response to starters by

          Thursday, August 28th.

     c.  Class Discussion:  Post Second Response to

          class feedback by Saturday, August 30thth. 

2)  Reflective Essay #2 Due September 2nd.  E-mail to professor.


	Week 10

September 7-13
Online Final exam day September 13
Summer Evening quarter ends September 15
8 Nativity of Mary – Christian
15  Moon Festival –Taoist

	*Suffering and Transformation

*Final Exam
	Readings:

1)  Mitchell & Wiseman:  “Tragedy and Transformation”

2)  Smith & Novak:  185-198:  “Afterword: The Flowering of Faith”

3)  Nicholl:  p. 237-250:  Epilogue”
Assignment:

1)  Review for Final Exam
Report to campus you registered for to take the final exam on September 13th.


*See “Course Content” for non-textbook readings.

COURSE ACTIVITIES
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