Philosophy 105 -- Ethics

Summer Evening Interim 2008
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Times: Weekdays, 5:30-9:40 p.m.  Weekends 10:00-2:10.  (See Page 7)
Meeting Dates: June 18th – July 3rd
Classroom: Kaneohe
Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: thomas.yos@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Required Texts: 

On Ethics and Living Well by Robert C. Solomon

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
Course Description: What should we do?  How should we live?  These are important questions to which we must all, in living our lives, find answers.  Ethics, a part of the discipline of philosophy, is the attempt to provide answers to these questions.  In this class we will learn about the ethical questions and answers which famous philosophers have formulated.  Just as importantly, we will ourselves, through discussion and writing, explore the ethical dimension of our world.  This class, in other words, is equally concerned with both the theory and the practice of ethics.
Course Objectives: (1) To figure out what is involved in living an ethical life.  (2) To empower students to read, write, speak, and listen more critically.

Course Expectations: In this class you will have read, discuss, write, and, before all else, think.


Read: You have two books: a text book and a novel.  For most weeks you will be asked to read 20 pages in the text book and 30 pages in the novel.  There isn’t a lot of reading so I want you to read it slowly and carefully.


Discuss: The heart of this class is discussion.  Be prepared to come to class each week, to listen respectfully to others, and to contribute your ideas to our discussions.


Think: You’ll be expected to think long, deeply, and carefully about a number of issues in this class.  You’ll be expected to practice good thinking often and, as a consequence, learn to think better.

Write: You will have to do a lot of writing in this class.  Most weeks you will have two writing assignments to do.  There will be three sorts of writing assignments:
(1) Exit Passes: Each week you will have to complete a one page “exit pass.”  These exit passes ask you to summarize what was talked about in class and what you read in the textbook.  If you miss a class, you can still fill in the “textbook” and “question” portions of the exit pass and get partial credit.
(2) Reflection Papers: Most weeks you will be asked to read a selection from the book Tuesdays with Morrie.  You are to write a one page response to your reading each week.  You will have to do six responses in all.  These journal responses will give you the opportunity to connect philosophical issues to your own life.  For more on this see page four.

(3) Papers: You will have to write three short papers.  These papers should be 4-6 typed, double-spaced pages.  The paper assignments are as follows: 

a. Self Paper.  One of the first and most important questions of philosophy is “Who am I?”  In class we talked about different conceptions of the self.  Who are you at the most fundamental level?  Are you a soul created by God?  Or are you just a body that has experiences?  Are you driven by instinct or human nature?  Is your purpose to be happy?  Is your life given meaning by something else?  Or do you have no purpose at all?  Or is your life defined and given meaning by something else?  In the first part of this paper answer this question: Who am I (really)?  In the second part of this paper consider the implications of your answer.  If you are who you say you are, if this is who you are at the deepest level, then how should you live your life?  Use your understanding of who you are to reflect upon how you should live your life.  In light of who you are, how should you live?
Paper Topics, Continued

b. Moral Exemplar Paper.  The first questions which we are considering in this class are: What should I do?  How should I live?  One way to answer these questions is by reflecting upon an exemplary moral figure.  When you think of someone who is good, moral, and virtuous, who do you think of?  Maybe it is Buddha, Jesus, Martin Luther King, Jr., your spouse, one of your parents, or even a fictional character.  Maybe it is someone else.  Choose one person who is, to you, a moral role model.  Then write about this moral hero.  You can include a little bit of biographical information, but the primary focus of your paper should be on the person’s moral qualities.  Why is this person a moral role model to you?  What are his or her moral virtues?  Use examples from this person’s life to illustrate your points.  Keep in mind: the point of talking about a moral exemplar is to provide an answer to our questions: What should I do?  How should I live?  Your paper should do this.
c. Justification Paper.  The second set of questions which we are considering is:  Why should I act in that way?  Why should I live in that way?  How can we justify and support our ethical beliefs?  The point of this paper is to provide an answer to these questions.  First pick one of your moral beliefs.  It can be any belief about what is right or wrong or about how we should act or live.  Briefly state this belief.  Then imagine that someone – perhaps a teenage son or daughter, a parent, or a close friend – is challenging this belief.  You say that this is the right way to act or live.  They defiantly answer: “Oh yeah, who says?  Why should I follow your moral advice?  Why should I believe that it is true?”  Use your paper to respond to this challenge.  Try to justify your moral belief.  Why should someone else accept it?  Why shouldn’t your challenger reject it?  Why do you think that you’ve got it right?  (If you don’t think that there is any way to defend this belief, explain why not.)  Make use of the ideas which you learned in class and from your book.
Reflection Journal

In this class you will read Mitch Albom’s book Tuesdays with Morrie.  I have broken the book up into six parts:


Pages 1-31

Pages 32-61

Pages 62-97

Pages 98-128

Pages 129-163

Pages 164-192
After you read each of these six parts you are to write a Reflection.  The point of this written Reflection is to help you to make connections between the book and your own life.  It is also to help you to reflect on your own life.  Who am I?  What is most important to me?  What do I want to do with my life?  These are questions which we should all think about.

Your assignment: After you read each of the six sections of Tuesdays with Morrie answer the following questions:

(1) Briefly describe what you found interesting in this section of the book.

(2) Connect what you found interesting with your own life.  Have you ever thought about what Mitch and Morrie are talking about?  Have you ever had any of these same worries or faced any of these same challenges?  Does what they say influence you to change your life in any way?

Since these will be personal reflections there will be no right or wrong answers.  You can, however, do a better or worse job of reflecting.  A good Reflection is one that really “scratches beneath the surface.”  It goes into some detail and demonstrates that you have really given the matter some thought.  So after you read find a quiet place, lean back for a little while, and really reflect upon your own life and upon what this book makes you think about.  After taking this time to think, you’ll be ready to write a good written Reflection.

You should write one Reflection for each of the six sections of the book.  So you will write six written Reflections total.  Each Reflection should be approximately one typed page in length.  

Most weeks one Reflection is due. (See the Course Outline).  I hope you enjoy the book.

Grading: Your current grade for this class is an “A.”  Will this be your final grade for the class?  I don’t know.  I do know, however, that this class is designed to give you an opportunity to succeed.  Some people may have to work harder than others, but everyone will have the chance to earn an “A.”

You start off this class with 95 points.  Based on your effort and performance this number will shrink or grow.  How many points you end up with determines your final grade for the class.


If you finish the class with 90-100 points, you will get an A for the class.


If you finish the class with 80-89 points, you will get a B for the class.


If you finish the class with 70-79 points, you will get a C for the class.


If you finish the class with 60-69 points, you will get a D for the class.


If you finish the class with 59 points of less, you will receive an F for the class.

In order to measure your performance and effort in this class I will be evaluating your written work and your attendance.  I will add points to your score if your performance and effort exceed expectations.  I will deduct points from you score if your performance and effort fall short of expectations.  Points will be added and deducted in the following fashion:

	Traditional score
	0 = Not turned in
	69 and below (D, F)
	70-72

(C-)
	73-76

(C)
	77-79 
(C+)
	80-82

(B-)
	83-86

(B)
	87-89

(B+)
	90-92

(A-)
	93-96

(A)
	97-100

(A+)

	Score I will give you
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Adjustment to points for Big Papers (Essays #1, #2, #3)
	-12
	-10
	-9
	-8
	-7
	-5
	-3
	0
	+3
	+5
	+7

	Adjustment to points for Small Papers (Reflections, Exit Passes)
	-3
	-3
	-2
	-2
	-2
	-1
	0
	0
	0
	+1
	+2


Attendance:

· Missed Class: -3 points

· Missed Portion of Class: -1 for each hour missed

· If four or more classes are missed, the final grade will be reduced by at least one full grade regardless of final point total.

Rewrite policy:

· If you wish to improve an assignment you may rewrite it.  Each assignment may be rewritten a maximum of two times.  Please turn in the prior draft(s) of the assignment with your rewrite.  Work which is turned in after the end of class #8 may not be rewritten.
Late Work:

· There is no penalty for work which is turned in late.  Thus, the due dates listed on the course outline (see page 7) are suggested due dates.  You can turn things in either earlier or later than these dates.  Please note, however, that any work turned in later than week #8 cannot be rewritten.  So, if you are thinking of rewriting an assignment, do not wait until the end of the course to turn it in.
Track your own points: You can use these tables to track your grade:

	Exit Pass
	#1
	#2
	#3
	#4
	#5
	#6
	#7
	#8
	#9
	#10

	Adjustment (+/-)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reflections
	#1
	#2
	#3
	#4
	#5
	#6
	
	
	
	

	Adjustment (+/-)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Essays
	#1
	#2
	#3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adjustment (+/-)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attendance
	Class #1
	Class #2
	Class #3
	Class #4
	Class #5
	Class #6
	Class #7
	Class #8
	Class #9
	Class #10

	Adjustment (-)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Keep track of +/- here.  Starting Points: 95


	+/-
	New

Total
	+/-
	New

Total
	+/-
	New

Total
	+/-
	New

Total
	+/-
	New

Total
	+/-
	New

Total
	+/-
	New

Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)
	Class Date
	Class Topic
	Homework: On Ethics and Living Well
	Homework: Tuesdays with Morrie
	Homework: Papers

	Class #1

June 18
	What are the ingredients of a good life?
Do: Exit Pass #1
	Read for Class 2: Part I, Pages 1-22

	Read: Pages 1-31 

Do: Reflection #1
	

	Class #2

June 20
	Who am I (really)?

Do: Exit Pass #2


	Read for Class 3: Part I, Pages 22-41

	Read: Pages 32-61

Do: Reflection #2
	

	Class #3 June 21
	What should I do?  Part I

Do: Exit Pass #3
	Read for Class 4: Part II, Pages 42-57

	
	Paper a: 
Self Paper

	Class #4 June 23
	What should I do?  Part II

Do: Exit Pass #4
	Read for Class 5: Part II, Pages 57-72

	Read: Pages 62-97

Do: Reflection #3
	

	Class #5 June 25
	How do I decide?

Do: Exit Pass #5
	Read for Class 6: Part II, Pages 72-89

	Read: Pages 98-128

Do: Reflection #4
	Paper b: Moral Exemplar Paper

	Class #6 June 27
	Why should I?  Part I

Do: Exit Pass #6
	Read for Class 7: Part III, Pages 90-106

	Read Pages 129-163

Do: Reflection #5
	

	Class #7 June 28
	Why should I?  Part II

Do: Exit Pass #7
	Read for Class 8: Part III, Pages 106-126

	
	Paper c: Justification Paper

	Class #8 June 30
	Free will and Determinism
Do: Exit Pass #8
	Read for Class 9: Part III, Pages 126-146
	Read Pages 164-192

Do: Reflection #6
	

	Class #9 July 2
	The Good Thinker’s Tool Kit

Do: Exit Pass #9
	
	Handout: True Understanding Necessitates Respect
	

	Class #10 July 3
	Tuesdays with  Morrie
Do: Exit Pass #10
	
	ALL WORK IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF CLASS
	ALL WORK IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF CLASS


Last Day to Withdraw: Prior to 6th class meeting




