SO/PH 360: GENDER





      Jim Christiana, SM

Fall, 2008 






      
      Office: H 105


H--202





         


      735--4880










     Jchristi@chaminade.edu

Course Description:

I have created this course as an interdisciplinary introduction to the concept of Gender. I will be utilizing insights from the realms of mythology; philosophy; religion; literature; sociology; psychology; anthropology; and (evolutionary) biology to explore this multi faceted topic. Some of the issues we will be addressing this semester will be selected from below. Students will demonstrate knowledge in some of the following areas:


--differences and similarities between the concepts sex and gender

--the meaning and reality of Gender: to what extent is Gender a cultural construct or 
   a manifestation of some timeless and universal essence (biological/spiritual)?

--the nature of masculinity and femininity: definitions and measurements

--religion; cosmology; mysticism; sex and gender

--religion and the structures of gender (and gender differences/inequalities)

--reflections: from feminisms to men’s' movements

--patterns of oppression and domination based on sex or sexual life styles

--the nature and dynamics of patriarchy: inevitable? accidental? hormonal?

--variations in rates of rape and sexual violence

--rape as masculine ideology: theories of heroic rape and rape cultures

--the reality of glass ceilings and escalators in employment structures

--theories of mothering, male dominance, and capitalism

--an evaluation of the claim that her marriage is more detrimental than his?

--(Gilder's and Tiger’s) crisis (and softening) of the American Male (in the midst of        sexual  equality)?

--differences and similarities between the sexes (cognitive skills; psychological and 
   biological traits; emotional, affective and intellectual attributes; ways of making

 moral decisions, reasoning, etc.): real or spurious; innate or learned; cross 
 
   culturally and universally found?

--relationships between hormones, genes, and behavioral patterns

 (from child rearing,  to infidelity, abuse and overall aggression and violence)

--sociobiological arguments: rape; sexual behavior and variations; sperm wars; etc

--isomorphic and naturalistic sexual and gender realities (from selection, sex and rape 
  among ducks, chimpanzees, orangutans, and humans,...to altruistic ants, bees and 
  termites, to the problematic of female hyenas) or: explorations throughout the insect 
  and animal kingdoms

--ways to approach the study of gender critically and with methodological 
 
   sophistication: deceptive gender differences/similarities                                        

  --texts of terror; medical warnings; vital forces; traveling uteruses; PMS constructs
--public policy issues: marriage and domestic partnership rights; gendered workplaces 
 and classrooms; reproduction technologies; prostitution; pornography; custody 
  rights; etc.
--a cultural history of menstruation: blood magic and pollution

Texts and Readings:
Most of the readings for this course will come from: 
--Michael Kimmel, The Gendered Society Reader (Oxford University Press)

    third edition

--K. Bogle, Hooking Up

--There will also be several articles placed on library reserve. Students are encouraged to make copies of these articles as soon as they are assigned:

Organization of the Course and Grading:

While this is basically a lecture class, time will be structured for small group discussions and for question and answer periods. 

Your final grade will be determined as follows:

--Approximately four--five essay exams/assignments (each having equal weight). One of these will be a non-cumulative final exam.

PLEASE NOTE: Attendance is especially important in this class. Students who accumulate more than three unexcused absences will have their course grades lowered significantly (regardless of their exam grades) in a manner which is completely up to the discretion of the instructor.

Make up exams and other types of extensions are never automatically given.

Whenever permission is granted either for a makeup or other extension, the instructor

will determine the format, time, manner, and grading situation on a case-by-case basis. The instructor maintains the right to lower makeup exam grades if the instructor decides that the reason for not taking the exam is not justified.

(All assignments, which are late, assuming that they are accepted, will require additional work by the students; make up exams will normally be of a more difficult nature as well). Makeup exams are either given during class lectures or as an oral question and answer session with the instructor. The instructor will decide which option will be used.

Students are responsible for all class materials/announcements/assignments even if they

are absent. Students must take all of the exams and complete all assignments in order to pass this course.

I strongly encourage students to meet with me throughout the semester; I do not enjoy teaching a class of strangers.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS

WEEK:
TOPICS AND ASSIGNED READINGS

I--II

Overview of the syllabus and course

Quests for the eternal feminine and masculine in Goethe's Faust and 



beyond: introduction to some basic concepts

READ:  (library reserve) There is More than Just Men and Women; and Sacred     Genders in Siberia



TEXT: Part II (Mead, 33); Part I (Lorber, 14); Part II (Herdt, 38)

III---VI

Reflections on Essentialism and Constructuralism: From Classical 




Society and Mythology to the Great Metanarratives of Essentialism



READ: TEXT: PART III (Pascoe, 106); Part I (Sapolsky, 26);


Hooking UP: Introduction; Chapters I--3

VI---X

Reflections on Psychology, Biology, Medicine and Sociobiology

From: altruism; the naturalness of rape; the naturalness of motherhood 



(maternal instinct); fidelity (for females) and infidelity (for males)             

READ: TBA (library reserve) WHO NEEDS MEN
TEXT:  Part III (Hyde, 86); Part IX (Bordo, 431); Part VIII (Milkie, 365) 
Hooking Up; Chapters 4--7

XI---end
Sex; Gender; Sociology; and Public Police Issues

From social stratification and Inequalities, to Comparable Worth,

to Reproduction Technologies, Sexuality, and Violence Issues

READ: TEXT, PART IV (West, 147)



PART V   (Popenoe, 185); (Coltrane, 201)   





PART VI (Recay, 262); Part VII (Reskin, 309; Williams, 322)




PART IX (any 1 article); PART X   (any 1 article)





Hooking UP: review entire book; Chapter 8

While students are strongly encouraged to keep up with the assigned readings and to frequently review their notes, I will always give announce the date and content of exams 7—10 days in advance

LEASE MAKE NOTE OF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

Attendance will be taken on a regular basis throughout the semester. Students who accumulate more than three (unexcused) absences will have their course grade lowered significantly (to an extent which is completely up to the discretion of the instructor). Students who are registered for the course but are not present on the first day of class will be marked absent for that day and on all days before they put in an appearance, unless they can present a compelling reason for their late arrival. The instructor shall determine, on an individual basis, what constitutes a compelling and acceptable reason.
Students must take all of the exams in order to pass the course.

Cheating:  If any student is caught cheating, or in any act of plagiarism, the student will fail the course. If any student signs in the name of another student on the attendance sheet, the student will be invited to withdraw from the course immediately or fail the course.

Students with Disabilities: Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. Don Kopf, 735-4845 or Dr. June Yasuhara, 739-4603, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Taping/Recording: The instructor does not permit taping or otherwise recording of lectures or class materials. Exceptions may be made on an individual basis, especially for students with documented disabilities.

Finals:  The Universe has a master schedule for all final exams. These exams take place during final exam week. It is expected that students be present for the finals. Stories of early departure dates by the students are not accepted. Students will be able to take early finals only under the most urgent of situations. These exams will cover class material not yet reviewed when the early final is given.

Toward the end of the semester the instructor occasionally exempts a handful of students from taking the final. Such students will have demonstrated consistent high quality work in their exams and will have exceptionally high attendance. The student must also be present in class on the day when the exempted students are informed of their status.

Mutual Respect In the Classroom

Respect Yourselves:

*Personal inventory of your gifts and growth issues

*Thou shall not fall down and worship false idols and screens

Respect Your Peers:

*Listening is neither a sin nor a crime

*Zipping up early is rude

*Using one another is immoral

The Class Environment:

*Punctuality is not a vice and is much appreciated

*We are not on a picnic or a joy rise; be entertained elsewhere

*Please turn off and remove from public view all cell phones, entertainment devices, and all that is not part of the learning process

*No entertainment; no food

My Respect For You:

*I owe you my punctuality and a whole lot more:

*Not to keep you overtime

*To be organized and not waste your time in our class

*Timely feedback on your work and thoughts

Additional Comments:

*There is a time for lecture, a time for questions, a time for discussion

*Class handouts and the responsibility that is yours

*The single most annoying of questions: don’t ask it

The National Culture:

*Cheating and Downloading

