CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU


COURSE

COM 370 News Writing (3 credit hours)


SEMESTER

Spring Semester 2008 (Jan 14 – May 8)


INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Chad Blair


E-MAIL

chad@hcc.hawaii.edu


TIME
, PLACE
Mon & Fri,  3:50 – 5:05 p.m.





Eiben Hall 115


OFFICE HOURS
Immediately following class

*** SYLLABUS & SCHEDULE *** (Note: Subject to change)

Course Description  Study and practice of journalism principles on interviewing, news writing, and reporting. Focus on research and objective writing required for newspapers and magazines, as well as broadcast and the Internet.

Prerequisite  COM 200.

Objectives  To learn how to write various types of news stories, to be educated on current events, and to adhere to journalistic ethics.  

Materials 
The Process of Writing News: From Information to Story,

Brian Richardson (2007)

Associated Press Stylebook (2007)

Assignments  Students are expected to attend class regularly and to participate in class activities, especially discussions.  Read the assigned materials before class and come prepared to discuss those readings in class.

Grading
270-300 pts.
=
90-100%
=
A



240-269 pts.
=
80-89%
=
B



210-239 pts.
=
70-79%
=
C



180-209 pts.
=
60-69%
=
D


7 Richardson Quizzes (#A-G, 10 pts. ea.)

          
  70 pts.


6 stories (#1-6, 30 pts. ea.)




 180 pts.


Final Exam







   50 pts.








                   Total:   300 pts.

Grades  A student’s grade is based primarily on the writing assignments, quizzes and final exam, but class attendance and participation are critical.  

Excused absences (e.g., serious illness, family emergency, work assignment) are at the discretion of the instructor.  A written excuse (e.g., doctor’s note, athletic trip note) may be necessary.  

Plagiarism will result in automatic failing of the course.

Caveat  The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus and class schedule when warranted.  The student will be adequately notified and advised on any syllabus or schedule changes.  If there are any concerns about the class, students are encouraged to speak with the instructor as soon as possible.

Note  Class was originally scheduled MWF 4-4:50 PM and changed with consent of students and instructor.

Mon 1-14
Class begins

Fri 1-18
Introduction, greetings
Mon 1-21
Holiday: MLK Day

Fri 1-25
News reading exercise
Mon 1-28
Blogs discussion
Fri 2-1
Lecture 
Mon 2-4
Richardson, Chaps. 1-3 (Quiz #A)
Fri 2-8
Outside class homework TBA

Mon 2-11
Richardson, Chaps. 4-6 (Quiz #B) 

Fri 2-15
AP Stylebook discussion

Mon 2-18
Holiday: Presidents’ Day

Fri 2-22
Lecture

Mon 2-25
Richardson, Chaps. 7-9 (Quiz #C)

Fri 2-29
Outside class homework TBA
Mon 3-3
Richardson, Chaps. 10-12 (Quiz #D)

Fri 3-7
AP Stylebook discussion
Mon 3-10
Richardson, Chaps. 13-15 (Quiz #E)

Fri 3-14
Discuss news-writing assignments
Mon 3-17
Richardson, Chaps. 16-18 (Quiz #F)

Fri 3-21
Holiday: Good Friday

Mon 3-24
Holiday: Spring Recess

Fri 3-28
Holiday: Spring Recess

Mon 3-31
Richardson, Chaps. 19-21 (Quiz #G)

Fri 4-4
Discuss revised class scheduled and syllabus

Mon 4-7
Due: News Story Assignment #1 — Rewrites




Ex. 6 (p. 92-94) & Ex. 7 (p. 102-103)

Fri 4-11
Due: News Story Assignment #2 — RDRs, Web Blurbs




Ex. 8 (p. 114) & Ex. 9 (p. 123-124)

Mon 4-14
Due: News Story Assignment #3 — Quotes, Story




Ex. 10 (p. 135-136) & Ex. 11 (p. 145-147) 
Fri 4-18
Due: News Story Assignment #4 — Stories




Ex. 16A (p. 213-217) & Ex. 16B (p. 218-221)
Mon 4-21
Due: News Story Assignment #5 — Web Blurb, RDR, Story




Ex. 19A (p. 255-256) & Ex. 19B (p. 256-259)
Fri 4-25
Due: News Story Assignment #6 — Weekender




Ex. 20A-C (p. 269-284)
Mon 4-28
Due: All late papers
Fri 5-2
Last day of class, review for final exam

Wed 5-7
Final exam (3:00-5:00 PM)
