CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children

SPRING 2008

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Josetta C. Foto, MSed
josetta.foto@adjunct.chaminade.edu
jfoto.wilson@yahoo.com – this e-mail address is preferred!!!
cell: (516) 852-3263 

	TEXT and other resources:  
	Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2005.
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition (Paperback) by American Psychological Association (Author)

IDEA 2004, Available on-line: http://idea.ed.gov


	WEB CT:


	Go to:   http://webct.chaminade.edu
Choose “login to my WebCT” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 



	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (3): Overview of categories of students served in special education including mentally retardation, specific learning disabled, emotional and behaviorally disturbed, autism, speech and language impaired, visually and hearing impaired, other health impairment, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, deaf-blindness, traumatic brain injury and gifted, creative and talented. 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the 13 major special education categories as identified by IDEA 2004
2. Learning needs and instructional strategies for students with learning differences
3. IDEA 2004, ADA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and procedure
4. Inclusion and Differentiation  

	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	1. Students design meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, special education students, appropriate learner outcomes, effective pedagogy, and assessment (PLAN).
2. Students evaluates elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with special education students, faculty, and other members of the community (ADAPT).

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional learners as identified by IDEA 2004.
     (HTSB 3; CEC 1, CEC 2, CEC 9)

   
	1. This will be achieved by successful completion of             weekly readings, weekly lectures, in-class case studies, 

	
	2. Students will become aware of the specific learning needs and instructional strategies for exceptional students. (HTSB 6; CEC 3, CEC 4)
	2. Readings, creation of IEP,  and independent research as evident by acceptable Signature Assignment,  Resource Manual

	
	3. Students will be able to write differentiated lesson plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of children identified with special learning needs. (HTSB 1; CEC 7)

	3.  Creation of differentiated lesson plan 
  

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and accompanying coursework within the 10 week semester schedule. Attendance is mandatory and an absence will result in grade reduction.


	Signature Assignment
	The signature assignment for ED 660 is a Resource Manual created in Livetext. This will contain 10 sections. There will be one section for each Exceptional Learner. (PLEASE ALSO SEE ATTACHED DESCRIPTION AND RUBRIC)
These are students with:

1. Speech and language impairment
2. Mentally retardation
3. Specific learning disabled
4. Emotional and behaviorally disturbed

5. Autism spectrum disorder

6. Visual impaired
7. Hearing impaired
8. Other health impairment (description should include all categories covered but instructional strategies should focus on Attention Deficit Disorders)
9. ELL

10.  Gifted, Creative and Talented
[30 points/3 points per section]

Each section should contain:

· A description of the characteristics of each exceptional learner 
· Research based instructional strategies that help these students access the curriculum 
· A list of web sites and other resources for exceptional children
In addition, a brief description (1 paragraph) of the following should be included:
11.  Multiple disabilities

12.  Orthopedic impairment

13.  Deaf-blindness

14.  Traumatic and acquired brain injury  
15.  Developmental delay
[10 points/2 points per description]


	Other Assignments
	· In class discussions/participation
· Creation of IEP

· Interview with special education teacher

· Interview with parent/student
· Differentiated lesson plan

	Grading Scale
	A= 91-100
B= 81 -90

C =71- 80

Education majors need to receive a grade of “B” or better.




Welcome!

Welcome to ED660 – Intro to Exceptional Children.  I congratulate you on pursuing your Master’s Degree.  Please be aware that I am here to help you in your endeavor.  I will do my best to ensure that this course, and your experience, is stimulating.  This should be a learning experience for all of us.  

Instructor Bio

My name is Josetta Foto and I am very happy to be the facilitator for this class.  

Although I now live in Hawaii, I am originally from New York.  That is where I grew up, spent most of my life, and went to school. 

I earned my Bachelor of Science degree from Manhattan College.  My major was Elementary Education with a concentration in Psychology.  Being at a college in NY gave me much opportunity.  I spent much time in both low-income, inner-city schools, as well as schools in affluent neighborhoods.  The students I have worked with represented many cultures and ethnicities and I learned a great deal. 

During my time at school I was the co-founder of the First Book © chapter at Manhattan College.  This organization earns money and buys books for inner-city schools.  It was wonderful to see children’s faces light up with excitement when they received donated books that they never thought they could afford.  

In addition to First Book © I was the Foundation Representative for the Manhattan College chapter of Kappa Delta Pi.  This is the national honors society for education.  This organization sent me to St. Louis to present at a national conference for educators.  I also played an active role in Psi Chi, the national honor society in Psychology.  I participated in volunteer psychological research, for which the studies were accepted to be presented in both EPA and APA conferences.  

My experience at Manhattan College was so wonderful that I continued my education there and earned my Master of Science in Education.  This degree focused on both Elementary and Special Education.  

Throughout my years in NY I worked in Manhattan at a small finance company.  I reviewed resumes, read and reviewed business plans, assisted in creation of due diligence folders, worked in conjunction with banks and investors, among other tasks.  I learned a great deal from this company, but my office job further solidified my passion for teaching.  

Immediately following my completion of my degree, I moved to Hawaii.  This move was intended to be temporary.  I planned on living here for six months to a year.  However, immediately upon stepping off of the plane I felt a section of my heart fill up.  The funny thing is that I never knew that this part of my life was missing until that moment.  So . . . three years later, I am still here.  I love the culture, lifestyle, and of course . . . weather.  The move has been an incredible learning experience, and I continue to grow daily. 

I currently teach a resource room class for children from grades K to 2.  Last year I was teaching resource room and FSC in the same room.  There were, and are, many challenges daily. To me, however, it is these challenges that keep me alive and happy with what I do.  

When I am not teaching I participate in volunteer activities involving children with disabilities.  I have traveled to Texas to work at a camp for children with kidney disease, and I am currently a volunteer Wish Grantor for the Hawaii branch of Make a Wish Foundation ©.  I find personal strength from the vigor of my students/children. 

I also, however, have a life outside the classroom.  I enjoy outdoor activities, such as hiking, swimming, lying on the beach, surfing (although I am not too good), etc.  I believe that every day should be lived with excitement.  

I want you to know that I am here to answer any questions you may have.  Feel free to e-mail me any time.  I also welcome you to speak your mind during classroom discussions.  Controversy exists in the world, and I believe that it will exist in the classroom as well.  

I am looking forward to working with you throughout this course.  Thank you for allowing me to take part in your learning experience, and for your addition to my learning experience as well.
	ASSIGNMENTS
	Percent

	Participation (All Weeks = 2 points per week) 
	20

	Interview with special education personnel (Week 6)
	10

	Interview with parent/friend of exceptional student or an exceptional student (Week 7)
	10

	Differentiated Lesson (Week 8) 
	10

	Creation of IEP (Week 9)
	10

	Signature Assignment, Resource Manual * (Week 10) 
	40

	Total
	100


* This assignment must be posted to your LiveText account

DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGMENTS (see attached and previous page for Signature Assignment)
Participation in Class (20 points)

Each week a four hour workshop will be held for this course.  Each class date is worth 2 points towards each student’s individual grade.  I emphasize group interaction in the classroom.  If a student is absent, benefits received through class involvement are lost as well as one’s contributions to the learning of fellow students.  Students are graded on achievement, rather than effort.  It is the responsibility of the student to come prepared for each workshop.  THIS INCLUDES HAVING COMPLETED THE WEEKLY READINGS!  Students are expected to hand in all necessary assignments and participate in classroom discussions in order to receive full point value. 

Interview with Special Education Personnel (10 points)

An interview should be conducted with a local special education administrator or special education teaching team member regarding their collaborative relationships with both inside DOE (district based psychologists, occupational therapists, speech/language pathologists, etc.), outside DOE (e.g. skills trainer and IISC agencies, etc.), and support services such as county and private agencies, non-profit organizations, etc.   Your interview should explain how the school collaborates with these organizations to provide appropriate student services.  

The interview should include at least 10 questions of your choice.  Be sure that your questions help you fulfill the requirements for the assignment.  Answers should be written in comprehensive sentences, NO BULLETED NOTES.  The assignment must be typed. 

Differentiated Lesson (10 points)

Use a lesson plan that you developed in another course to make necessary adaptations for the special population category of your choice (e.g. learning disabled, visually impaired, etc.).  Determine the modifications and adaptations that you could use in order to teach this lesson to a group of children including children with exceptionalities.  Prepare a 700-1050 word reflection paper on the differentiation.  What accommodations will you make?  Why do you think your accommodations successful (use research for this question)?  How would you assess for understanding?  Would this experience be easy of difficult, and why do you feel that way? 

ONE ACCOMMODATION OR MODIFICATION IS NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT!  THINK OF VARIOUS WAYS TO MODIFY THE LESSON.  

This should be in APA format (with a cover page).  References should be cited correctly (hint: the readings may help).   

Submit the original lesson plan with the paper. 

Interview with Family Member/Friend of Exceptional Child (10 points)

Prepare a 700 – 1050 word paper based on an interview with a family member, friend, or acquaintance of someone who is considered an exceptional student (e.g. gifted and talented, learning disabled, etc.).  Describe the person’s exceptionality, experience in education, and interaction with peers.  Consider how you would react with the person based on what you have learned, as well as how the experience in education may have been different based on appropriate accommodations.  Use references to help explain/describe.  

This should be in APA format (with a cover page).  References should be cited correctly (hint: the readings may help).   

Creation of IEP (10 points)

Create a profile of a child including age, grade, special needs category, strengths, weaknesses, present levels of performance, etc.  YOUR FACILITATOR WILL GIVE YOU SOME REAL PROFILES THAT YOU MAY CHOOSE TO USE TO ASSIST IN THIS ASSIGNMENT.  Create and IEP specifically designed to meet the needs of the student including measurable goals and objectives, an educational plan for inclusion in a regular classroom, justification of least restrictive environment, special accommodations, etc.  

YOU WILL RECEIVE BLANK FORMS TO ASSIST IN THIS PROCESS IN YOUR CLASS.

Signature Assignment (40 points) 

Please see previous page and attached description and rubric.

	Weekly Agenda & Assignments Due



	Week
	Date
	Topics Covered
	Assignments Due

	2
	4/15/08
	Inclusion & Transition
	Chapters 3 & 4

	3
	4/22/08
	LD, ADHD, ED
	Chapters 7, 8, & 9 

	4
	4/29/08
	MR, Communication Disorders, & Severe & Multiple Disabilities
	Chapters 10, 11, & 12

	5
	5/6/08
	Autism, Traumatic & Acquired Brain Injury, & G/T
	Chapters 13, 14, & 18

	6
	5/13/08
	Eligibility & Case Study
	Chapters15, 16, & 17 

Interview with SPED personnel

	7
	5/20/08
	Creation of IEP and Differentiation
	Interview with Family/Friend

	8
	5/27/08
	Hearing Loss, Vision Loss, & Physical Disabilities
	Differentiated Lesson

	9
	6/3/08
	Life & Multicultural & Diversity Issues & Exceptionality & the Family
	5 & 6 
IEP

	10
	6/10/08
	Presentation of Assignment
Pot Luck & Movie
	Signature Assignment


