CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children

Spring 2008


	INSTRUCTOR:
	Regina Arakaki, M.Ed.
rarakaki@adjunct.chaminade.edu
808-230-3881 - cellular phone 

	OFFICE HOURS: 


	As needed - online
 

	TEXT and other resources:  
	Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2005.
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition (Paperback) by American Psychological Association (Author)

Available on-line: http://idea.ed.gov
*Recommended (especially for Special Education Students):
Gordon S. Gibb, Tina Taylor Dyches. Guide to Writing Quality Individualized Education Programs
* Recommended (especially for Special Education Students):

Carol Ann Tomlinson. How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms, 2nd edition.

	WEB CT:


	Go to:   http://webct.chaminade.edu
Choose “login to my WebCT” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 
If you have questions regarding live text, please contact the education department.


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (3): Overview of categories of students served in special education including mentally retardation, specific learning disabled, emotional and behaviorally disturbed, autism, speech and language impaired, visually and hearing impaired, other health impairment, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, deaf-blindness, traumatic brain injury and gifted, creative and talented. 

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the 13 major special education categories as identified by IDEA 2004
2. Learning needs and instructional strategies for students with learning differences
3. IDEA 2004, ADA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and procedure
4. Inclusion and Differentiation  

	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	1. Students design meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, special education students, appropriate learner outcomes, effective pedagogy, and assessment (PLAN).
2. Students evaluates elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with special education students, faculty, and other members of the community (ADAPT).

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional learners as identified by IDEA 2004.
     (HTSB 3)

   
	1. This will be achieved by successful completion of             weekly reading reflection essays and debate assignments.

	
	2. Students will become aware of the specific learning needs and instructional strategies for exceptional students. (HTSB 6)
	2. Reading and independent research as evident by acceptable Signature Assignment -  Resource Manual

	
	3. Students will be able to write differentiated lesson plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of children identified with special learning needs. (HTSB 1)

	3.  Completion of differentiated lesson plan 
  

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and accompanying coursework within the 10 week semester schedule. Attendance is mandatory – logging online to webCT a minimum of three times per week.


	Signature Assignment
	The signature assignment for ED 660 is a Resource Manual created in Livetext. This will contain 10 sections. There will be one section for each Exceptional Learner. 
These are students with:

1. Speech and language impairment
2. Mentally retardation
3. Specific learning disabled
4. Emotional and behaviorally disturbed

5. Autism spectrum disorder

6. Visual impaired
7. Hearing impaired
8. Other health impairment (description should include all categories covered but instructional strategies should focus on Attention Deficit Disorders)
9. ELL

10.  Gifted, Creative and Talented
[50 points/5 points per section]

Each section should contain:

· A description of the characteristics of each exceptional learner 
· Research based instructional strategies that help these students access the curriculum 
· A list of web sites and other resources for exceptional children
In addition, a brief description (1 paragraph) of the following should be included:
11.  Multiple disabilities

12.  Orthopedic impairment

13.  Deaf-blindness

14.  Traumatic and acquired brain injury  
15.  Developmental delay
[10 points/2 points per description]

	Other Assignments
	  webCT Orientation Site Reflection Paper – 3 points 

  Visit webCT orientation site @ http://www.webct.com/oriented and  

  write a reflection paper about what you noticed and learned.  Submit  

  your assignment via instructor’s webCT e-mail.

  Weekly Reading Reflection Essay (9 @ 3 points each – 27 points total) 
Each week students will respond to the assigned readings from the text.  Use the information from the text to formulate your ideas, reactions, and analyses of the concepts and issues.  Your one- page reading reflection essay will be posted for the other students and professor to read.  You will receive 0 – 3 points weekly toward your final grade for your reading reflection essay.  Your weekly reading reflection essay is due by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time of each week.

   Rubric for Weekly Reflection Essay
3 – Reflection essay accurately reflects chapter readings and includes personal connection to concepts and issues. Reflection essay is one-page in length.

2 – Reflection essay somewhat reflects chapter readings. Reflection essay is one-page in length.

1 – Reflection essay somewhat reflects chapter readings. Reflection essay is less than one-page in length.

   0 – Reflection essay does not accurately reflect chapter readings. 

Weekly Debate Assignments  (9 @ 3 points each – 27 points total)

Each week students will respond to the assigned debate issue derived from the weekly readings.  Use the information from the weekly readings, your own ideas and personal experiences, other online research sources, and other texts and research to respond to the debate issue. Your response will be interactive with other students in the class.  I expect you to read your classmates’ views and respond to a minimum of three on time.  You will receive 0 – 3 points weekly toward your final grade for your debate response and the quality of your interactive response to a minimum of 3 classmates.  Your weekly debate assignment is due by Sunday – midnight – Hawaii time of each week.  Your response to classmates is due by Tuesday - midnight – Hawaii time of each week.

   Rubric for Debate Assignments

3 – Response is accurate.  Three sources is used and referenced to justify response.  Response is insightful and thorough. Posted response/feedback to three classmates on time.
2 – Response is partially accurate.  Two sources is used and referenced to justify response.  Response lacked insight and thoroughness. Posted response/feedback to three classmates on time.

1 – Response is partially accurate.  One source is used and referenced to justify response.  Response lacked insight and thoroughness. Posted response/feedback to three classmates on time.

0 – Response is inaccurate, no evidence is cited, and/or
posted response/feedback to three classmates late.

   Differentiated Lesson Plan
   Template for Differentiated Lesson Plan is posted in Live Text
Rubric:

Exceeds                             Meets                          Falls Below 

All sections in the lesson plan template are addressed, i.e., appropriate grade level content, student learner outcomes, assessment type, etc. 

Lesson plan is differentiated for the learning needs of the diverse learner in one or more of the following ways: process, content, product. Learning activity is motivating and engaging.. 

Instructional method is research based and addresses the learning strengths and needs of the exceptional learners. 

All sections in the lesson plan template are addressed, i.e., appropriate grade level content, student learner outcomes, assessment type, etc. 

Lesson plan is differentiated for the learning needs of the diverse learner in one or more of the following ways: process, content, product. 

Instructional method is research based and addresses the learning strengths and needs of the exceptional learners. 

Some components of the lesson plan are missing. Lesson plan lacks differentiation.

   Final Course Reflection (6 points) Students will write a final course
   reflection that addresses the following: 
   What did you learn?  

   What concepts and issues impacted you the most? Why? 

   What were the strengths and weaknesses of the course? 

   How will you use your learning experience(s) in your teaching   

   practice?  
  Submit final course reflection to instructor’s webCT email.

	Grading Scale
	A = 91-100% - 126 – 138 points 
B = 81 -90%  - 112 – 125 points 
C = 71- 80%  -  99 – 111 points
Education majors need to receive a grade of “B” or better.

1.  webCT Orientation Site Reflection Paper         3 points
2.  Weekly Reading Reflections                         27 points
3.  Weekly Debate                                           27 points

4.  Resource Manual                                        60 points 
5.  Differentiated Lesson Plan                           15 points
6.  Final Course Reflection                                 6 points                        
                                                                   138 points  TOTAL



	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required
Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	4/7
 
	· Introduce Self

· Origins of Special Education

· Characteristics of Exceptional Learners

· IDEA 2004, IEPs

· Section 504, ADA


	Chapters 1 and 2

	● Give a brief overview of who you are, and give your reasons why you are interested in exceptional children. 

· Explore webCT orientation site -

http://www.webct.com/oriented and write a reflection paper about what you noticed and learned.  Submit your assignment via instructor webCT e-mail.

· Chapters 1 and 2 reflection essay

· Debate 1 – Leveling the Playing Field or Creating Advantage?  Page 14



	2
	4/14
	· Inclusion

· Exceptionality and the Family


	Chapters 3 and 6


	· Chapters 3 and 6 reflection essay

· Debate 2 – Perspectives on Full Inclusion of Students with Disabilities - Page 60



	3
	4/21
	· Transition and Adult Life

· Multicultural and Diversity Issues

· ELL learners
	Chapters 4 and 5


	· Chapters 4 and 5 reflection essay

● Debate 3 – English only or Bilingual Education? Page 121


	4
	4/28
	· Students with Learning Disabilities

· Communication Disorders 

	Chapters 7 and 11

	· Chapters 7 and 11 reflection essay

● Debate 4 – To Treat or Not to Treat?  - Page 327

	5
	5/5
	· Students with Mental Retardation

●   Autism Spectrum    Disorders 
	Chapters 10, 12 and 13


	· Chapters 10,12 and 13 reflection essay

● Debate 5 - Can Special Schools for Students with  Mental Retardation be Justified?  Page 298

	6

	5/12
	· Visual Loss

· Hearing Loss Emotional/Behavioral

Disorders
	Chapters 15 and 16


	· Chapters 15 and 16 reflection essay

· Debate 6 – Where Should Students Who Are Blind Be Educated?  Page 463


	7
	5/19
	· Emotional/Behavioral

   Disorders

● Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
	Chapters 8, 9 and 14


	· Chapters 8, 9 and 14 reflection essay

● Debate 7 – Is Medication Being Appropriately Used as a Treatment for ADHD?  Page 224


	8
	5/26
	· Physical Disabilities and Health Disorders
	Chapter 17

	· Chapter 17 reflection essay

● Debate 8 – AIDS and the Public Schools – Page 488
● Signature Assignment – resource manual DUE via LIVETEXT

	9
	6/2
	· Gifted, Creative and Talented
	Chapter 18
	· Chapter 18 reflection essay

● Debate 9 – What Would You Do with Jane?  - Page 536
● Differentiated Lesson Plan DUE via webCT

	10
	6/9
	· Final Course Reflection
	
	● Review Academic Requirements 

● Post final remarks/goodbyes to classmates. 

● Final Course Reflection

DUE via instructor’s webCT email

DUE: June 11, 2008



ED 660 Weekly Assignments’ Due Date Schedule

 Week 1 –   April 13th
 Week 2 –   April 20th
 Week 3 –   April 27th
 Week 4 –   May 4th

 Week 5 –   May 11th

 Week 6 –   May 18th

 Week 7 –   May 25th
 Week 8 –   June 1st
 Week 9 –   June 8th
Week 10 –  June 11th

Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.


