April 5, 2008

Welcome, Class!








 

Much of what you will need for this course is included below; just keep scrolling down until you read “That’s all for now,” about 12 pages. I realize this is long, but please read it carefully before submitting your first assignment,” First 7 Questions”.  Careful reading and thoughtful, timely responses are important for all of us in our online class.
In addition to the syllabus itself, I have tried to post everything you would receive if our first class meeting were onsite. I want to bring a “face-to-face” feeling to this online class so that it will soon become a learning community full of interaction, sharing, questioning and growing.  What’s different is that all this happens in the comfort of your own space and time.
Three of my beliefs as an educator guide this course. While writing is important, the heart of the course is reading—how it can be used as a way of learning in any of the content areas, as well as your own reading of the textbook and other sources.  In the act of reading, I believe that we construct our own understanding from prior knowledge and experiences, and meaning comes from the complex reader/text interaction. So, what you bring to the chapter-based discussions really matters. This will be a central part of our weekly discussions and it’s what brings the textbook to life.

 A second belief I hold is that learning is social.  Since we all learn from and with each other, plan on lots of interaction with me, your classmates and your group (for O&P discussions).  Last but certainly not least, I believe respect is crucial to learning.  We should all word our posts carefully so nothing will be misconstrued. As we move through the next ten weeks together, I hope you will see that these three beliefs are integral to this course. It can be almost stress-free, even enjoyable, if you (a) keep up with assignments, starting now, and (b) communicate with me whenever there are problems. 
Our starting point is getting acquainted.  Your introductions are important not only for me but for your interactions with your classmates. Your second assignment is to go to Discussions, click on Welcome and Introductions, then Compose Message and introduce yourself. You might want to use the 4-part format I’ve used in “Margaret’s intro”.  Include where you live and work as well as enough personal information to help us get to know you. Your teaching plans are important here. Some of this is repeated in the 7 questions but classmates will not see those answers. 
For your introduction and most of your other posts on Discussions, please follow these directions:  Write your introduction on the message space (not an attachment). This can be done best if you compose your entry on a Word document, spell-check, proofread and then cut and paste to the message space. Short posts can be composed there directly but please use proper punctuation.  Respond to an introduction by clicking on Reply so we have a “threaded discussion” under each person’s introduction by the end of the first week.  Get to know each other.
Live Text will be used later in the course for your project, our “signature assignment”. Let me know now if you do NOT have a LiveText account. 
For optimal success, your predecessors also suggested I tell you this: (a) plan on spending more time than you would in an on-site class, (b) stay aware of the calendar and keep up with or ahead of the assignments, and (c) log on several times a week. There is so much to be learned here—what could be more essential to your students’ academic success than literacy? I hope you will make a commitment now to get as much as you possibly can from this course. It’s really up to you.

Another assignment for now is to open each of the Homepage icons: Discussions, Mail, and Calendar. Check these now. During the next ten weeks, open these whenever you see the green marks indicating something new has been posted. Using only these four  seems to work best, according to previous ED 614 students. They especially liked the Calendar so I try to keep it updated.

So, how will the course work?  First, there are three regular, on-going components (1) textbook reading, (2) Observation and Participation, O&P and  (3) our online communications as a whole class, in your groups, and one-to-one.  I will log on every day (except during Week 5) and expect you to log on three times a week through June 14.   Be sure to communicate with me if you won’t be logging on June 14 due to travel, etc.
Second, there is a project, our “signature assignment”, which is due on WebCT Discussions as a PowerPoint two weeks before the course ends.  The reason a final project is due early is to give you time to read your classmates’ projects, give and receive feedback, make corrections I recommend, then post it as an attachment on LiveText and submit to me for assessment by June 10th.  This outline might help you plan. The routine for each week might be….

Saturday (starting April 12) - Mail your answer to the ch 1-3 questions to me, and 
a separate, shorter, more personal post on the chapter space for the class to read. (Chapter questions will be posted by April 6)

Tuesday – (1) From Week 2-10, read my weekly notes in the chapter space along 
with yours, and use Reply to make a brief comment on anything you found especially useful or want to ask about. 

(2) By Thursday, do the same with your classmates’ posts—read all and reply to at least two.
Saturday (April 19) – same cycle, this time for chapters 4 & 12.

Throughout the week – Read your textbook, check for new messages, work on O&P, start your project by the middle of the course (select and post your topic soon. See Calendar.)

At the very end of the course you will write a brief paper telling what learning has been most meaningful to you in this course. Wait until Week 10 to write this.  Detailed information and due dates for each of the assignments are included in this document.

I trust that each of you will do your very best to excel in this course. Literacy is a vital part of living and learning, and so many students need your best teaching.  I will do my best to guide your learning but ultimately only you can determine the value of this experience for you and all the people you will teach. Let’s begin!
Sincerely,

Margaret (or Dr. Mize if you prefer)








 CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 614 TEACHING LITERACY IN THE CONTENT AREAS

WINTER 2008 (ON-LINE)

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Dr. Margaret Mize

mmize@chaminade.edu 

808.739.4613



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Brogan Hall, Room #116.  Anytime by appointment


	TIME and LOCATION:

	On-line April 5-June 14, 2008

	TEXT:  
	Richardson, J., Morgan, R. & Fleener, C (2006). Reading to learn in the content areas (6th ed.) Belmont, CA: Thompson & Wadsworth.  ISBN 0-534-55338-9



	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment (your PowerPoint project) requires a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com using your personal code and submit.



	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	This course examines the ways K-12 students read, write and think in the content areas, especially science, math, social studies and language arts.  Methods for teaching effective literacy strategies and ten hours of field experience (Observation & Participation) are included.



	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	The role of literacy in content classrooms. Reading to learn. Principles and strategies for content reading instruction. Supporting diverse learners. 



	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	Plan: The successful elementary and secondary licensure candidate designs meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, students, learner outcomes, pedagogy and assessment for grades K-12 in the candidate’s subject area.

Adapt: The successful licensure candidate draws upon his/her bachelor’s degree and life experience while evaluating elements of change in the grade K-12 classroom and the wider world, and actively brings this awareness to work with students, faculty and other members of the community.



	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	SLO:
	How SLO will be achieved:

	
	1. Explore the nature of literacy and issues in literacy in the content areas. HTSB 5.1, 5.2, 6.1

2. Become familiar with a variety of developmentally and culturally appropriate instructional approaches, strategies and teaching methods which incorporate assessments and accommodations for diverse learners’ needs. HTSB 1.5, 3.2, 7.3, 8.2, 8.3


	1. Reading, research, reflecting and class participation. 

2. Observation and Participation (signature assignment), class participation and project.




NOTES:

University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered. This includes online courses.  Log on at least three times a week. The instructor should be informed in case of emergencies. (Phone 808-739-4613 or toll-free 800-734-3733 if you have an emergency with no computer access.)
	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 


Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.



Chaminade University Mission Statement:
Chaminade University offers its student an education in a collaborative learning environment that prepares them for life, work and service.  Guided by its Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts educational traditions, Chaminade encourages the development of moral character and personal competencies, and the commitment to build a just and peaceful society. The University offers the civic and church communities of the Pacific region its academic and intellectual resources in the pursuit of common aims.                                                                

Five elements characterize the Marianist approach to education:

· Educate for formation in faith

· Provide an integral, quality education

· Educate in family spirit

· Educate for service, justice and peace

· Educate for adaptation and change.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
30%
On-time posting of all assignments and regular participation each week 

30%
Ten hours of O&P with 3 reports focusing on literacy in the content areas 

30%
Project (PowerPoint) on an instructional strategy for content area literacy 

10%
Miscellaneous short assignments, from introductions to final paper
GRADING SCALE:

93-100% – A;   85-92% -  B. Not accepted for credit in graduate courses -  Below 85%.       
You will be given feedback on your work regularly throughout the term. See explanation of assignments, assessments and other information below and on LiveText. You will be emailed privately if any assignment does not receive full points, or if your class participation is noticeably less in quality and quantity than that of your classmates.  The instructor will monitor and sometimes participate in your threaded discussions.
Explanation of Assignments (Further information can be found on the Calendar and Discussion Board)
Weekly Textbook Reading – Two Parts (30%) 

After you read each chapter, two posts are due by midnight Saturday. The first is your answer to the chapter questions posted on Discussions, Weekly Chapter Questions. Mail these answers privately to me (WebCT e-mail). This should be longer and more formal than the second post on the chapter reading.  

The second post is this:  Share a personal connection to any part of the week’s assignment (chapter/s).  Keep this short and informal since there will be many to read.  For this post, you might look for examples from your own experience that connect with something you read in the chapter. What resonated with you? Maybe something really surprised you. That is, tell the class about some personal connection in a brief, conversational style. Since your personal teaching/learning experiences bring the textbook to life, an anecdote to illustrate something you read is always good for this second post.
Next, read what all of your classmates have posted on each chapter. Respond to at least two by clicking “Reply” to create a threaded discussion. Do this by midnight Thursday. (You are welcome to respond to more than the required two. Be sure to go back and answer questions you might be asked.)
To repeat and hopefully clarify, your routine might become something like this: On or before the weekend, read the assigned chapter/s. By midnight Saturday, post your personal reaction on Discussions, and your answers to the weekly questions to my Mail.  Then between Sunday and Thursday, log on to participate in any developing discussions. You are required to reply to at least two posts each week. My notes, based on your answers to the questions, will be posted Tuesday. Read and respond briefly to those as soon as possible.
In the two posts due Saturday, please include the page numbers you refer to. No other bibliographic information is necessary since we will be discussing one text. See Calendar for chapters and dates. Note that only the first two weeks have more than one chapter. In Additional Notes, you will also find a copy of the document I use to record your progress.  I suggest you use this to keep up with your work, and to have in case there is a question about your final grade. 
On Tuesday, starting April 15th, my weekly notes on the textbook chapters will be posted. These will be based on what you have said as well as other material relevant to the assigned chapter/s. Respond to my notes by midnight Thursday. This should be an authentic response of any length, just as you might comment after an on-site class lecture.
3. Observation & Participation (10 hours, 3 reports.  30%)
As you know, all students are responsible for completing required forms for O&P through the Field Services Directors, Tina Gomes (Elementary) and Amanda Street (Secondary and Special Education.)  This includes students who are currently teaching and using their own classrooms for O&P. At the end, two forms are sent/faxed to me, the evaluation and log.  The first assignment is due April 24th but if you don’t receive your placement in time or can’t make the arrangements with the teacher, let me know. If you are using your own classroom, feel free to post your first report sooner than April 24th.

Since the focus of this course is content area literacy, it is not necessary to observe only in a reading/language arts class. Also, you are responsible for completing the log verifying 10 hours, but you do not need to report on all this. Instead, select a logical segment for each of your three reports.  Post each report on the appropriate space in Discussions (Elementary or Secondary), with your name and the grade or subject observed in the subject line. First report is due no later than April 24th.  Read and respond to others in your group by May 1st.  The information below, as well as a letter for the teacher explaining the assignment, is also posted in Discussions.
Content of Reports – Three Parts:
Part One - Describe the context without using names of students or teachers (give grade level and type of school, subject being taught, general description of students). Help your readers visualize the class. 
Part Two - Select one of the following questions. Let the reader know which question you have chosen and why.  Use a different question for each of your 3 reports. Notice that these questions work for any subject, NOT just English, language arts or reading.
1. Motivation is a major factor in literacy learning.  Describe the levels of motivation you observed and what the teacher did to direct student motivation towards reading, writing, listening and speaking.

2. Describe the literacy practices observed before, during and or/or after students read, write or engage in some other literacy event. Were these practices similar to those presented in our textbook or on our list?  Evaluate their effectiveness.

3. Summarize what you saw happening during each phase of a lesson.  Evaluate the lesson in terms of teaching literacy.  What worked and what might the teacher have done differently?

4. If you were given an opportunity to teach part of a lesson, please describe and evaluate your work.  What ideas from this class did you use?
5. If the class you observe includes students with special needs, what differentiation or accommodations do you see regarding literacy instruction?

6. If the class includes English Language Learners, in what ways are their needs addressed?  What else could be done for ELL students observed?

7. Describe the ways in which technology was used or could have been used effectively in the class you observed.

8. To what extent do you see evidence of Cambourne’s Conditions of Literacy Learning?  These are summarized below in Additional Notes.
Part Three - Evaluate the lesson by making connections to the content of this course. Give your specific ideas on what could have been done differently to enhance literacy learning for the whole class and/or particular students.  If it seems perfect as is, what do you suggest for the following class/es? The point here is course content/classroom connections, and reflection on what you see. 
3. Project: “Signature Assignment” (30%)
Create a PowerPoint Presentation on one method, approach or strategy from the list in Additional Notes. Other topics may be proposed. Post your topic on the Project Choice space in Discussions by May 1st.  To maximize learning for the entire class, everyone should choose a different topic.  Due by May 27th   Earlier is fine.
Project Assessment: The rubric on LiveText includes the elements below.  Use this as a checklist before submitting your project on WebCT.  Be sure to note the feedback from me (sent privately) before you post it on LiveText.  Only the final, LiveText version will be graded. Due on LiveText between June 10 and 14.
___ Name and description of your selection

___ Where you found it (at least 3 references)

___Why it is effective (include theoretical background briefly)

___Under what conditions it would be used 

__  How it would address at least one of the HTSB Standards

___How it would address at least one of the HCPS III benchmarks
___ Adaptations of the strategy for students with special needs

___ Assessments included (How would you know effects on learners?)
___In APA style (references)
___Evidence of critical, evaluative thinking

___Presented on or before the due date
___ Reflection on what you learned from creating your project (last of approximately 14 slides)
4. Miscellaneous (10%)
First short assignment (Due by April 8th   to my Mail):  - First 7 Questions

1. Now that you have read this entire document, do you have any questions or concerns?

2. Using a scale of 1-10, how comfortable are you with on-line classes?

3. What other course are you taking this term? If on campus, what day?

4. Do you have the correct textbook, 6th edition?  If not, please explain.

5. What have you done so far about O&P for this term (what papers have you submitted to Tina or Amanda, what school and  what grade or subject will you be in, is this your own classroom, and any other questions you have about this central aspect of the course.)?
6. After you complete your program at Chaminade, what are your teaching plans/hopes?

7. Do you anticipate any times when you will not be able to log on 3 times a week between now and June 14th?

Second short assignment (due by April 10th) – Introduce yourself to the class. Read all introductions and respond in ways that help you form a community of learners. My own introduction can be used as a sample.  
Last short assignment, Final Paper (due June 14th)
Submit a brief description of what you have found to be your most significant learning in this course. This final paper is due at the end of Week 10, June 14th in my Mail.
Additional Notes:
I.  Cambourne’s Conditions for Literacy Learning

Brian Cambourne is an Australian educator whose work is based on many years of classroom observations.  I believe this deserves our attention and may be useful in your own reflections on classroom observations. 

· Immersion – Learners need to be immersed in a wide range of texts—surrounded by them and attracted to their production and use.
· Demonstration – Learners benefit from demonstrations—that is, from explanations and models which enable them to see how texts are conceived, constructed, used.
· Expectation – Learners are influenced—either stimulated or inhibited—by the expectations of those around them, mainly by adults or peers they respect.
· Responsibility – Learners grow in self reliance if allowed to make their own decisions about the when-how-what of their learning tasks.
· Employment – Learners must have time and opportunities, in realistic situations, to practice or employ their developing control over what they are learning.
· Approximation – Learners work confidently when assured that learning is not copied “correctness” but “approximation”, trial-and-error improvement.
· Response – Learners are upheld in their efforts – acknowledged and supported when those around them respond with interest to their words and work.
· Engagement – These conditions contribute to active learning, not mechanically, but as factors in the interaction between students and a teacher who likes the children, the subject and teaching itself.  Engagement occurs when the learner can say something like…
· “These texts and demonstrations make me want to try it myself.”

· “I’m learning and preparing for the life ahead of me.”

· “I’m happy learning here, where nobody’s condemned when not fully correct.”                      
from The Elements of the Whole Language Program by Andrea Butler, 1988
II. List of Methods, Approaches, Activities and Strategies for Projects  
 Throughout this course, you will be developing your repertoire of ways to teach literacy through the content areas.  Use the list below to keep track of what you read and experience in class and O&P.  Be sure to search the Web and other sources for ideas on any of these that are of particular interest to you. Most but not all are in our textbook. Use that for one of your 3 required references. While these are used to teach literacy in general, think of their particular application to content areas such as math, science and social studies.  All are worth our attention and can be found easily online. Enjoy!
Anticipation guide    
Authentic literacy




Anecdotal records assessment



Capsule Vocabulary




Content-focused drama
Choral Reading




Collaborative reports
CSR (Collaborative Strategic Reading)

Cooperative graphing
Cloze






CIRC (Cooperative Integrated Rdg.)
Cubing






Culturally Responsive Instruction
DRTA                             
Four Blocks





Differentiation
Graphic organizers                                                      Electronic literacy
Guided reading




 emergent literacy
Shared reading




 e-pals
Interactive journals




 content poems (e.g., Geopoems)
Journal writing




 GIST (summarizing)
Key word (vocabulary)



 LRD (Listen-Read-Discuss)
KWL+






I-chart
LEA (Language Experience Approach)

TeachQuest

List-Group-Label




Two-column note taking
Literature circles




Visual literacy
Note-taking





web-based reading
PAR






word walls
PreP






written conversations
Partner reading




write-alouds
Picture books in content areas



WH Poster
Preview and Predict




TOAST
Quick writes





vocab-lit strategy
Question/Answer Relationship (QAR)

Think-aloud
Question the Author (QTA)



SSR

RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)                    SQ3R
Read aloud





story grammar/maps
	Due Date

 (by midnight)
	Assignment
	Where to Post
	Status

	Tues., April 8

	First 7 questions
O&P forms
	Mail (my WebCT)
Send to Amanda or Tina
	

	Thurs., April 10
	O&P forms

Introduction
	Send/fax to Amanda or Tina

Discussions
	

	Sat., April 12
	Ch 1, 2 & 3 – Part 1
                      Part 2

	Mail (to me)
Discussions

	

	Tues., April 15
	Read weekly notes & participate in discussions (same throughout course)
	Discussions: Reply to weekly notes and classmates’ posts 
	

	Sat., April 19
	Ch 4 & 12 
                    
	Part 1 - Mail
Part 2 - Discussions
	

	Thurs., April 24
	Same as above, AND 1st O&P
	Discussions
Read and respond to O&P reports in your group


	

	Sat., April 26
	Ch 5
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	Thurs., May 1
	Same AND project  choice
	Discussions
	

	Sat., May 3
	Ch 6
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	Thurs., May 8
	Same and 
2nd O&P Report
	Discussions
	

	Sat., May 10
	Ch 7
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	Thurs., May 15
	 Same and respond to O&P reports in your group

	
	

	Sat., May 17
	Ch 8
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	Thurs., May 22
	Same and
3rd O&P Report
	Discussions
	

	Sat., May 24

	Ch 9
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	 Tues., May 27
	Project due
	Discussions
	

	Thurs., May 29 
	Same.Begin reading and responding to classmates’ projects
	Discussions 

 
	

	Sat., May 31
	Ch 10
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	Week 9
	Same and continue  project responses 
	
	

	Sat., June 7
	Ch 11
	Part 1 – Mail

Part 2 – Discussions


	

	 June 10-14
	Submit corrected project onLiveText
	LiveText  (“submit for review” to Mize)

	

	Sat., June 14
	Final paper
	Mail
	


 .
THAT’S ALL FOR NOW

