CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

EDUCATION COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 233 Introduction to Early Childhood Education I
Term and Year
Spring Hybrid 2008

	INSTRUCTOR:
	First and Last Name:   Cheryl Schulmeister
Email: cschulme@chaminade.edu
Work Phone: 735-4875
Personal Phone: 387-8407


	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Are by appointment, please call to schedule if needed 


	TIME and LOCATION:

	

	TEXT:  
	Driscoll, A., and Nagel, N.. (2005). Early Childhood Education, Birth-8.  Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.. ISBN# 0-205-46374-6

	
	

	WEB-BASED COURSES:


	Go to:   http://webct.chaminade.edu
Choose “login to my WebCT” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	This course provides an overview of the field of early childhood education and developing the competencies required for the Child Development Associate credential. Areas in this section include professionalism, creating learning environments that are safe and developmentally appropriate, working with families, the importance of play and the basics of curriculum planning.  Field experience assignments are determined by the instructor.  Prerequisite: PSY 202

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. 1. History, tradition, and Qualities of ECE professionals
     a. Early approaches to education
     b. Current programs and roles of educators

2. Children's Development and Dispositions
     a. Physical development
     b. Cognitive development
     c. Social-emotional development

3. Theories of Development and Practice
     a. Cognitive and language
     b. Social-emotional
     c. Multiple intelligences
     d. Theory into practice

4. Importance of Play
    a. Play and development
    b. Social development
    c. Adult roles in children's play

5. Early Childhood Curriculum and Assessment
     a. Defining curriculum
     b. Ideas about curriculum
     c. Programs and approaches

6. Families and Communities
    a. Home vs. work
    b. Family socialization
    c. Divorce and single parenting
    d. Family involvement and partnerships

7. Infant care programs and practices
     a. Communication between families and the center
     b. Respecting children and parents
     c. Individually
     d. Appropriate practice
     e. Professionalism of educators

	EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
All 5 program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The successful undergraduate candidate in the early childhood education bachelor’s program is able to plan, teach, assess, reflect, and adapt.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1.   (PLAN) promotes child development and learning by designing developmentally appropriate learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, children, learner outcomes, pedagogy, and assessments in the field of early childhood education.

2.  (TEACH) employs appropriate pedagogical practices and utilize resources to facilitate the learning process.  This requires a- developmentally appropriate content knowledge in the early childhood education.
3.  (ASSESS) applies a variety of diagnostic, formative and/or summative assessments to evaluate and support developmentally appropriate progress of the learner in the early childhood education.

4.  (REFLECT) builds family and community relationships by engaging in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her teaching practices in the early childhood education.

5.  (ADAPT) strives to be a professional in the field of early childhood education by evaluating elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with children, faculty, and other member of the community


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
(NAEYC Standard(s) addressed)
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Demonstrate the knowledge of multiple influences on development and learning.
2. Use developmental knowledge to create learning environment.
3. Demonstrate the knowledge of assessment goals, benefits and uses.
4. Use appropriate assessments.
5. Demonstrate the importance of being involved in the early childhood education field.
6. Demonstrate the ability to uphold ethical and professional standards.
(1B, 1C, 3A, 3B, 5A, 5B)
	1. Participation and weekly discussions, lesson plan, portfolio

2. Observation/ weekly articles,     

3.Observation/Assessment

 4. Participation and weekly responses

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	Signature Assignment
	Portfolio 25pts

	Other Assignments
	Online participation    25pts.

Weekly discussion      20pts.

Observation/assessment 15pts.

Curriculum/lesson plan   20pts. 

Assignments: Points will be deducted for any late assignments.  If for some reason an assignment is going to be late please e-mail the instructor ASAP.

Participation/Responses: Students will be evaluated on their participation in class by replying a half page in length feedback to at least one other classmate per week per discussion question.

Weekly articles: These are articles that you can find online, in the newspaper, journals, magazines, etc. on the topic we are covering for the week. You need to find one article a week and print one for each person in the class. When we meet in class we will exchange articles for your portfolios. This helps all of you create a wonderful reference section for your portfolio. I will check the second class meeting for the first five articles for grades. The last four articles will be due the last meeting and will be graded after you put them in your portfolio. Please make sure to be on time for the last class meeting. Portfolios will be graded that evening as well as your presentation. 

Weekly Discussions: Each week there will be a discussion question posted. Please make sure to write a one page response to the question. 

Observation/Assessment: Students will observe an early childhood school of their choice. During this observation the student will observe the facility of the school as well as what types of assessment tools the school uses for their students progress. Please look on Web-Ct under "course contents" for outline.

Curriculum/Lesson Plan: The students will create a lesson/ curriculum plan on a topic of their choice that relates to early childhood education. (Please follow format located in course contents on Web-Ct). The last day of class you will present this lesson to everyone in class as part of your final. You are also required to make a copy of your lesson plan for each person in the class to be put in the portfolio. Please make sure to be on time for the last class meeting. 

The Portfolio: is made to hold all your weekly reflections, responses, weekly articles, observation, lesson plans from all the students, and your final paper. You put it all of this in a binder labeled in sections. Having a portfolio is a great reference for you as an educator to have and a must for your CDA. (Please look at format under course contents on Web-Ct).
                                                                                      




                              

	Grading Scale
	125-115=A        114-104=B               103-93=C                92-82=D                   81-0=F

	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 


Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


	WEEKLY SCHEDULE

	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	4/11
	What is Early Childhood Education?
	Chapter 1 
"What is Early Childhood Education?"
Discussion Question: “Why have you chosen the early childhood education profession?”

	Class meeting: Intro to the class, important info. Class lecture. Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday

Article: Early Childhood Education



	2
	4/18
	Development & Dispositions
Theories of Development
	Chapter 2 "Development & Dispositions"
Chapter 3 "Theories of Development"
Discussion Question: "How would you apply Piaget's theory to your own teaching?"

	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Development



	3
	4/25
	Children's Play 
Families and communities
	Chapter 4 "Children's Play"
Chapter 6 "Families and Communities"
Discussion Question: "Why is play so important for the well-being of the child (brain and social development)?”
	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Children's play or Families



	4
	5/2
	Early Childhood Curriculum
	Chapter 5 
"Early Childhood Curriculum"
Discussion Question: “Chapter five lists several curriculum approaches, which one would you pick and why?"
	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Curriculum



	5
	5/9
	Infant Care
Toddler Care
	Chapter 7 "Infant Care"
Chapter 8 "Toddler Care"
Discussion Question: “Why is it important for social, emotional, and cognitive development in toddlers?”
	Class Meeting: Work on Portfolio, add articles, etc. Class lecture.

Observation/Assessment due.

Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Infant/Toddler care. Bring in articles you have so far for the class to put in portfolio.



	6
	5/16
	Preschool
Kindergarten
	Chapter 9 "Preschool"
Chapter 10 "Kindergarten"
Discussion Question: “Do you feel it's appropriate to use technology in the ECE classroom? Why or why not?"
	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Preschool/Kindergarten/Technology



	7
	5/23
	Primary Grades
	 Chapter 11 
"Primary Grades"
Discussion Question: “Why are portfolios a good assessment tool to use in primary grades?"
	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Primary grades/assessment



	8
	5/30
	Special Education
	Chapter 12 
"Special Education"
Discussion Question: “What is some special education services offered in early childhood education?”
	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Special education/services



	9
	6/6
	The Changing World of Early Childhood Education
	Chapter 13 "The Changing World of Early Childhood Education".
Discussion Question: "Do you feel early childhood education teachers get paid enough? What do you think will happen in the future for early childhood educators? "
	Compose and post 1 page answer by Friday. Respond to one classmate 1/2 page response by Sunday.

Article: Open (your choice)



	10
	6/13
	Portfolio/Presentation
	Prepare for final presentation
	Class Meeting: Add articles to binder for portfolio and turn in for grade.

Lesson plan presentation.  

Portfolio Due.



Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.
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