CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

EDUCATION COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 474 Curriculum Foundations
Spring 2008 Independent Study


	INSTRUCTOR:
	Briarlyn Maharaj

briarlyn.maharaj@adjunct.chaminade.edu
808-780-3227 cell



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	By Appointment


	TIME and LOCATION:

	By Appointment

	TEXT:  
	1. Garhart Mooney, C..Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, & Vygotsky. Upper Saddle River NJ: Pearson. ISBN# 013172794x.
2. DeVries, R.. Developing Constructivist Early Childhood Curriculum: Practical Principals and Activities. New York, NY: Teachers Press College. ISBN# 0 807741205

	
	

	
	

	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	Examination of the theoretical foundations of early childhood education is provided in this course. Focus is on the constructivist’s theory of education emphasizing creating a curriculum that is integrated throughout all the learning centers and is developmentally and culturally appropriate.  Field experience assignments are determined by the instructor.  Prerequisites: ED 434, ED 471, ED 473

	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Educational Theories of Piaget, Montessori, Vygotsky, Dewey, and Erickson, 
2. Evaluation of ECE Programs for curriculum, physical set up , safety concerns, and awareness of multicultural diversity.

3. Developing Activity Plans 
4. Integrating Curriculum

5. Curriculum Philosophies

6. Promoting family and community relationships

	EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
All 5 program outcomes are not addressed in all courses.  The program outcomes emphasized for this course are highlighted in BOLD.
	The successful undergraduate candidate in the early childhood education bachelor’s program is able to plan, teach, assess, reflect, and adapt.  Therefore, the successful candidate:
1.   (PLAN) promotes child development and learning by designing developmentally appropriate learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, children, learner outcomes, pedagogy, and assessments in the field of early childhood education.

2.  (TEACH) employs appropriate pedagogical practices and utilize resources to facilitate the learning process.  This requires a developmentally appropriate content knowledge in the early childhood education.
3.  (ASSESS) applies a variety of diagnostic, formative and/or summative assessments to evaluate and support developmentally appropriate progress of the learner in the early childhood education.

4.  (REFLECT) builds family and community relationships by engaging in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her teaching practices in the early childhood education.

5.  (ADAPT) strives to be a professional in the field of early childhood education by evaluating elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with children, faculty, and other member of the community


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
(NAEYC Standard(s) addressed)
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Demonstrate the importance of connecting with children and family.

2. Demonstrate the ability to build meaningful curriculum.
3. Demonstrate the knowledge of assessment goals, benefits and uses.
4. Demonstrate the knowledge of assessment partnerships with family and professionals.
5. Engage in continuous learning.
(3A, 3D, 4A, 4D, 5C)
	1. Weekly Discussion Assignments

2. Portfolio Assignments

3. Classroom Observation 

4. Activity Plans
5. Integrated Curriculum Web

6. Power Point Presentation of a Theorist
7. Participation in Classroom Discussions  

8. Weekly Summaries

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Academic Requirements:
A. Complete assigned readings each week. Assignments should reflect an understanding and mastery of the text.

B. Assignments must be submitted by Sunday of each week , midnight Pacific Time. Late assignments will receive a maximum of half credit, ie.; a 20 pts. paper will not be assigned a grade higher than 10 pts., if received after midnight of the due date. 

C. Classroom Observation – Students will observe two separate interactions between an educator and students related to the acquisition of knowledge and the incorporation of various curriculum theories covered in this class. (2 pg.)

D. Integrated Curriculum Web- Create an Activity Web. 

       Use Ch. 1-8 as a reference.

E.  Lesson Plans: Students will create 2 specialized lesson plans centered on the acquisition of knowledge. Students will utilize the findings of their classroom observations and readings.

F.  Weekly Assignments- Students will use self-reflection, observations, and other skills to complete 10 weekly assignments. Guidelines of these assignments will be discussed when assigned. 
G. Weekly Summaries- Every Sunday you will be asked to reflect on the week’s material and to elaborate using your own personal experiences.

H. Power Point Presentation- Students will develop a Power Point presentation to explain an educational theory and its relevance for one of the major theorists discussed in class. Presentations should be 8-10 slides. 
I. Final Exam- Saturday, June 14 at Chaminade University. Off – Island students should make arrangements for a proctored testing site by May 1. Exams will be mailed by your proctor to       

      Donna, AUP and then mailed to your instructor. Registration for       examinations is the responsibility of the student.



	Signature Assignment
	Power Point Presentation of  a Theorist due in Week Nine


	Other Assignments
	                                                                                      




                              

	Grading Scale
	Grading:

Unless otherwise stated at the time of the assignment, assignments are due when noted in the syllabus. Late assignments will be accepted one week after the original due date with 50% of the points being deducted from the grade. Students’ grades will be based on the content and clarity of assignments and understanding of the course matter.

All individual assignments must be completed on time and emailed to me at briarlyn.maharaj@adjunct.chaminade.edu to receive credit.

100-90 = A   
89-80 = B     79-70 = C     69-60 = D
       59-0 = F

Evaluation:

Integrated Activity Web      

            10

Classroom Observation (5 pts. each)   
10

Lesson Plans (10 pts. each) 


20

Weekly Assignments (2 pts. each)

20

            Weekly Summaries (1 pts. each)                    10


Power Point Presentation

            15

Final                                                                15

Total





100 points



	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Attendance and Participation:

Attendance and participation is strongly encouraged. Students must participate in weekly discussions, a minimum of 2 times per week, in addition to weekly assignments due every Thursday and weekly summaries due every Sunday. Entries must be purposeful and meaningful to receive full participation points. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor by phone or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 


Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


	
	


	WEEKLY SCHEDULE

	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	1

April 7
Developing a Constructivist  ECE
Ch.1-6 DCECE
Welcome and Introductions

Weekly Assignment #1 

Explain Constructivist Theory

Weekly Summary

April 7

April 7
April 10

 Wk #1 due April 13

2

April 14
Curriculum Webs

DAP Lesson Plans
Ch. 7 & 8 DCECE
Integrated Curriculum Web
Weekly Assignment # 2

How do we create a curriculum that is integrated throughout all the learning centers and is developmentally and culturally appropriate.? 

Weekly Summary

April 14

April 15

April 17

Wk #2 due April 20

3

April 21
Group Games
Ch 9 & 10 DCECE

Classroom Observation #1

Discuss curriculum, discuss physical lay out, multicultural issues, safety concerns, and suggestions for improvement
Weekly Assignment #3 

Write about the benefits of group games. 
Weekly Summary 

April 21

April 22

April 24

Wk # 3 due April 27

4

April 28
Dewey 

Montessori
Ch.1 & 2 TC
Weekly Assignment #4 

Compare and Contrast Theories of  Dewey and

Montessori 

Weekly Summary

April 28

May 1

Wk #4 due May 4

5

May 5
Erickson

Piaget
Ch. 3 & 4   TC
Weekly Assignment #5

Compare and Contrast Theories of Erickson & Piaget 
Weekly Summary

May 5

May 8

Wk #5 due May 11

6

May 12
Vygotsky
Ch. 5 TC
Lesson Plan #1

Weekly Assignment #6

Explain Vygotsky’s Theory
Weekly Summary

May 12

May 13

May 15

Wk #6 due May 18

7

May 19
Evaluation of ECE Programs 
Weekly Assignment # 7 

What should we be evaluating when we observe an ECE program? Explain
Weekly Summary

May 22

Wk # 7 due May 25

8

May 26
Overview of Curriculum Philosophies
Classroom Observation #2

Discuss curriculum, discuss physical lay out, multicultural issues, safety concerns, and suggestions for improvement
Weekly Assignment #8 
Which theory is the most effective at promoting community and family relationships in your opinion? 
Weekly Summary

May 26

May 29

Wk # 8 due June 1

9

June 2
Presentation of Theorists
Weekly Assignment #9

Which curriculum philosophy would you most likely use in your future classroom? 

Power Point Presentation- Signature Assignment 

Weekly Summary           

June 2

June 7

Wk # 9 due June8

10

June 9
*Final Study List

Review Texts

Lesson Plan #2

Weekly Assignment #10 –Review major points of 5 Theories for the final. 
Final Exam – Chaminade 

Multiple Choice / Essay

Final Reflection Summary

June 9

June 10

June 12

Final- June 14th or proctored

Wk # 10 due June 15


	
	
	


Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.
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