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Global Warming: Fact, Fiction and the Future: ENV 380

Course Syllabus

Spring 2008
Global warming is too serious for the world any longer to ignore its danger or split into opposing factions on it.

TONY BLAIR, speech, Sept. 27, 2005

Some of the scientists, I believe, haven’t they been changing their opinion a little bit on global warming? There’s a lot of differing opinions and before we react I think it’s best to have the full accounting, full understanding of what’s taking place.
GEORGE W. BUSH, presidential debate, Oct. 11, 2000
Two thousand scientists, in a hundred countries, engaged in the most elaborate, well organized scientific collaboration in the history of humankind, have produced long-since a consensus that we will face a string of terrible catastrophes unless we act to prepare ourselves and deal with the underlying causes of global warming.
AL GORE, speech at National Sierra Club Convention, Sept. 9, 2005
With all of the hysteria, all of the fear, all of the phony science, could it be that man-made global warming is the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the American people? It sure sounds like it.
JAMES M. INHOFE, speech in U.S. Senate, July 28, 2003
As best as can be determined, the world is now warmer than it has been at any point in the last two millennia, and, if current trends continue, by the end of the century it will likely be hotter than at any point in the last two million years.
ELIZABETH KOLBERT, The New Yorker, Apr. 25, 2005
I don't mean to imply that we are in imminent danger of being wiped off the face of the earth - at least, not on account of global warming. But climate change does confront us with profound new realities. We face these new realities as a nation, as members of the world community, as consumers, as producers, and as investors. And unless we do a better job of adjusting to these new realities, we will pay a heavy price. 
EILEEN CLAUSSEN, speech, July 17, 2002
The Stone Age didn’t end when we ran out of stones…
Original speaker unknown
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Instructor:
Dr. Gail Grabowsky

Address:
Behavioral Sciences Building, room 107


Environmental Studies


Chaminade University


3140 Waialae Ave


Honolulu, HI 96816

Phone:
735-4834 (ext. 834 if calling from on campus)

E-mail address:
ggrabows@chaminade.edu
Office hours:
MW: 2:00 – 5:00;  Th: 2:00 – 5:00;  Or by appointment

Texts: 
Required:  None!  This topic is so timely that I am having you read all kinds of quality articles, research summaries, chapters from various books, editorials, policy reports, etc.  Some of the things we will read have not even been published yet (but will be during the course).  All reading materials will be provided to you throughout the course.
Course Description: 

     This course focuses solely on global warming: its reality, causes, consequences, and, if it is a reality, its solution(s) and the challenges those solutions pose.  This course aims to provide students with an exhaustive investigation of the many aspects of global warming.  Throughout the course we will be critically examining information in attempt to form a personal evidence-based belief system about global warming.  The course also provides students with hands-on global warming solution strategies.

General Purpose of the Course: 

     The purpose of this course is simple: the help us all form an informed, responsible, fact-based understanding and belief-system about global warming.  In plain English: This course is an effort to provide us al the time needed to pour through the “literature” about global warming in an attempt to learn what is really going on and, if something is going on, what we can do about it!  
     Global warming has become such a hot topic that it seemed the duty of the Environmental Studies Program at Chaminade to offer this kind of course.   Besides, your instructor cannot wait to teach it and learn along with you!  Everyone  out in the ”real world” that I talk to, and many of them have careers in the environmental already, so you would think they know a lot about global warming already, well all of the say : “Hey, I want to take that course” when I tell them about this class, so it seems this course is needed by the world-at-large!  So let’s get started!...
Student Learning Outcomes:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. The history of global warming science
2. The events leading up to today’s concern over this issue
3. The potential causes of global warming

4. The current and potential future physical, ecological, economic and sociological consequences of global warming
5. The politics of global warming

6. Potential global warming mitigation and solution strategies

7. Some of the potential untruths about global warming

8. The connections between global warming as a phenomena and real-life situations
9. Their hands-on role in issues of public concern

10. How service-learning increased their interest in being civically engaged

Course Requirements: Your grade in this course will be based on the following.  Each of the items/activities listed below will be described to you in writing or orally in class.  The dates of each activity (or its parts) are indicated on the Schedule portion of this syllabus.

· In-class info-share assignments
20%
· Service learning (4 activities = ~20 hours)
20% 

· Course presentations
20%
· Discussion leading
40%

Course Grading: The proportion that each of the above contributes to your grade in this course is as follows:

In-class info-share assignments
200

Service learning
200

Course Presentations
200

Discussion leading
400



1000
Grading:

     The details of grading for each of the assignments will be explained orally and/or with handouts in class prior to the initiation of each assignment.
Assessment: 

     Beginning on the first day and throughout class, there will be a number of course assessment assignments.  These are all non-graded.  They are undertaken for the sole purpose of assessing your baseline knowledge about global warming, the course outcomes and your satisfaction with the course.
Attendance: Excused absences include being ill with a doctor’s note, missing for a work-related, family related emergency and/or missing for an athletic event/retreat/research paper presentation at a symposium.  You’ll need to provide some kind of documentation or a phone number of someone responsible that I may call in order to verify the urgency of the reason for your absence.  Otherwise you are all allowed THREE, and only three, unexcused absences, after the third absence you will lose 10 points from your overall grade for each unexcused absence….

Course Atmosphere: This course is meant to be a seminar experience; it is not a lecture course.  This means we will be discussing issues, the readings, our ideas and opinions, watching DVD’s, debating each other and educating each other almost every day.  So if you are shy you’ll have to try and shed that skin and be bold!  Fake it if you have to – remember that everyone’s thoughts are valuable and if you don’t share yours the rest of us will be denied that “gold.” 

     In order to speak in class you do not have to raise your hand, but do please wait for people to finish what they are saying before you start to speak.  We learn from each others often differing opinions…the point of this class is not to all agree on topics related to global warming but to investigate this topic, identify points of consensus and understanding, and identify the grey areas!

     Be an “open vessel,” listen to what others say and think about their points and points of view.  You will learn more from each other that from your professors as you go through college!!!
If you are handicapped under the Americans with Disabilities Act:

     Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.   Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara (735-4845), at the Counseling Center (office is next to security), in order to determine if you meet the requirements for a documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Please contact Dr. Yasuhara as soon as possible so that accommodations can be implemented in a timely fashion.  
Nothing is Certain but Change Itself Clause…

This syllabus and course schedule are living documents: they are free to change.  I try to adhere as closely as possible to each, but there will be times in which we will take longer on a particular topic or add or delete a topic to enhance the course.  I like to be able to react to you as the course proceeds and go with the flow a bit in order to make the course experience sort of custom fit to you! 

You are responsible for all of the information in this document: losing it or not reading it are not excuses for not knowing what’s in it!
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ENV 380: Global Warming: Fact, Fiction and the Future
Course Schedule

Spring 2008
WEEK
TOPIC
PRESENTERS

ACTIVITIES
1/14 – 1/18
Course Introduction & Mechanics
___________________
Introductions; Course Assessment


Introduction to Global Warming

Reading/Discussion

1/22 – 1/25
(We will fill these in on the 1st day!)
___________________
Reading/Discussion

1/28 – 2/1

___________________
Reading/Discussion




Sharing: GW Bits O’ Fiction
2/4 – 2/8

___________________
Reading/Discussion; Pres I: Causes
2/11 – 2/15

___________________
Reading/Discussion

Saturday 2/16: Mokauea Service Outing I!  (8:30 AM to ~1:00 PM)

2/19 – 2/22

___________________
Reading/Discussion

2/25 – 2/29

___________________
Reading/Discussion, 



Sharing: GW Can Do’s
3/3 – 3/7

___________________
Reading/Discussion’ 

Saturday 3/8: Mokauea Service Outing II!  (8:30 AM to ~1:00 PM)
3/10 – 3/14

___________________
Reading/Discussion; Pres II: Effects
3/17 – 3/20

___________________
Reading/Discussion



Sharing: GW Can Buy’s
3/24 – 3/28
S P R I N G   B R E A K   (Read on the beach!)

3/31 – 4/4

___________________
Reading/Discussion, 
4/7 – 4/11

___________________
Reading/Discussion 

4/14 – 4/18

___________________
Reading/Discussion




Sharing: GW Futurama

Saturday 4/19: Mokauea Service Outing III!  (8:30 AM to ~1:00 PM)

4/21 – 4/25

___________________
Reading/Discussion; Pres III: Solutns




4/28 – 5/2
Summary; Solutions roundtable
___________________
Reading/Discussion


Important Dates You Should Know:

· 1/22 Drop/Add ends

· 2/15 Last day to drop with no record

· 2/21 Last day to drop
· Final Exam: Wednesday, May 7, from 10:30 – 12:30 PM in our regular classroom.
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TENTATIVE!!!
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