CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

RE-380-01, Christianity in the Modern World

Spring, 2008

RE 380-01   Spring 2007


	INSTRUCTOR:
	Instructor: Fr. Tim Eden, S.M.

Email:  teden@chaminade.edu
Work Phone: 440-4215

Hone Phone:  739-8519 



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	Education Building, Rm. 126

M-F;  8:30-10:00 or by appointment



	TIME and LOCATION:

	M-W-F,  10:00-10:50

Henry Hall, Rm. 221


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	The purpose of this survey course is to look at the (re)shaping of the Christian church during the modern era.  The main focus will be on those figures and movements that have contributed to the shaping of Christianity through the twentieth century.  The class will examine the varied responses of Christian churches to the most significant religious, social, intellectual, economic and political movements of the last 100 years.



	PROGRAM OUTCOME:
	The course focuses on the development of the following general student learning outcomes as listed in the Religious Studies Department’s statement of teaching goals:

1b) The student will demonstrate an understanding of Catholic theology, its historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions.

1c) The student will demonstrate an understanding of the application of Christian faith and imagination to the arena of human life and ministries. 

 

	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Through this course students will develop:
1) an understanding of several of  the distinctive characteristics of the modern era that set it apart from earlier historical periods.

2) a grasp of the most significant events and movements of the 20th century that challenged traditional teaching and practice in the Christian Church.

3) an understanding of the adaptive  responses that different churches took to the challenges of the 20th century.

4) an understanding of a variety of new, non-traditional religious movements that have grown significantly  in the last half of the 20th  century.  

 

	TEXT:  
	There is no single text for the class.  Readings will be xeroxed and distributed in class.  Each Student will pay a $5.00 fee to cover cost.


	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	Attendance
	Attendance is required as is active participation in discussion. A student cannot be a part of class discussion if he/she is not present.   For every four absences the student will be lowered a full grade level .

If an emergency (i.e. medical, family or transportation) requires that you miss a class contact the instructor by phone before the class meeting time. 



	Assignments
	1) There are reading assignments for each unit of material.  The readings are drawn from a variety of sources and many of them are primary sources   The reading must be completed for the class when the material is discussed.
2) A reflection essay for each reading assignment is required.  It should be two to three (2-3) pages in length, typed in standard English and using good composition form.  Grammar, syntax and spelling will count in grading.  (15 points for each of the 7 essays)

3) For many of the essays there will be a specific question about the readings that the student will be asked to answer.  For the remainder, the student will simply write an analysis or response to the readings.

4) Each student will partner with another and prepare a 15 minute presentation on a topic from a list distributed in class.  

(50 points for class presentation)

5) Written quizzes and a written final project.  (50 points per quiz; 100 points for the final project)

                                                                                      

                              
	

	Grading Scale
	

	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




	Topics:
	Readings:

	Introduction, Modernity

What is Modernity?
	We will use several documents and artifacts in class to prompt our thinking about modernity and the place of religion in the modern world..

Readings:

Primary sources:

T. Jefferson, “Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom” (section 1)

National Assembly of France, “Declaration of the Rights of Man”  

Secondary sources:

L. Dupre, “The Modern Idea of Culture: Its Opposition to Its Classical and Christian Origins.”

K. Latourette, “The Church in the Nineteenth Century.”

J. Macquarrie, “A First Look Around” from Twentieth Century Religious Thought

Essay due at the end of the unit:  What are the challenges that the values and practice of the modern era create for Christianity?

Quiz at the end of this unit



	The Social Question (Crisis)

What were the social questions (crises) that industrialization and modern economic life created and how did the churches respond to them?
	We will use several documents and artifacts in class to get us thinking about the social impact of industrialization.

Readings:

Primary sources:

W.E. von Ketteler, (Bishop of Mainz), “The Labor Problem and Christianity” (selections) 1864

Pope Leo XIII,  “Rerum Novarum” (On the Conditions of Labor) (selections) 1891

Pope Pius XI, “Quadragesimo Anno” (selections) 1931

W. Rauschenbusch, “Social Christianity and Personal Religion” (selections)

(Possible Selection of writings by Marx and Engels)

Secondary sources:

D. Schweitzer, “The Great Depression”

Essay due at the end of the unit:

How would you evaluate the responses of the major Christian churches  to the  social crisis created by 19th and early 20th century industrial capitalism?

Possible quiz at the end of the unit

	The Crisis of World War I and its Aftermath

How did the churches respond to the war and what effect did the war have on the churches?
	We will use maps, charts and other artifacts to get an understanding on how devastating the war was for Europeans especially, but also for Americans.

Readings:

Primary sources:  

Pope Benedict XV, “On Peace and Christian Reconciliation” 1920

There will also be a selection of readings from A. Harnack and K. Barth.

Secondary sources:  

D.J. Hall, “The Great War and the Theologians”



	The Churches and the Rise of Nazism

Certainly one of the worst movements of evil in human history.  How did the churches respond to Nazi ideology and atrocities?


	We will view a movie on the life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran Pastor who opposed Hitler from the start.  He eventually joined an underground plot against Hitler and was tried and  executed by the Gestapo for treason.

Readings:
Primary Sources:

K. Barth et al. “The Barmen Declaration” 1933

Selection of readings from D. Bonhoeffer on the Confessing Church

Pope Pius XI, Mit Brennender Sorge (On the church and German Reich) 1937

.

Secondary sources:

A.J. Reimer, “Theologians in Nazi Germany”

Essay: Examine the religious motives for opposition to Nazism that show up in the readings and other materials used in class.  What do you think were the most important and legitimate religious motives for opposition to Nazism?

Quiz at the end of the unit

	The Churches in the Aftermath of World War II.

The churches respond to the Holocaust, to the Cold War with its constant threat of nuclear war, to the end of Colonialism and to the Civil Rights Movement


	Readings: 

Selections from:

R. Niebuhr

T. Merton

D. Day

M. L. King

R. Ruether, “The Holocaust”



	A New Pentecost: From the Azuza  Street revival to New Hope Chapel

Evangelicalism, Pentacostalism and Fundamentalism:  What are they and how have they reshaped the face of Christianity?


	Readings:

TBA

Essay:  Compare and contrast evangelicalism, pentacostalism and fundamentalism



	Catholic Renewal: The Second Vatican Council  (1962-1965)

Possibly the most important religious event of the 20th century, what did the Council mean for the Catholic Church, for other  Christian churches and for rest of the world? 


	Readings

Primary sources:

Pope John XXIII, Statement at the opening session of the Council.

Selections from documents of the Council;

  Constitution on the Church

  Constitution on the Church in the Modern

  World

  Decree on the Relation of the Church to

  Non-Christian Religions

Secondary sources:

R. Schrieter, “The Impact of Vatican II”

And select articles.

Essay: What do you think were the three most steps that the Second Vatican Council took in renewing the Catholic Church?

Possible quiz at the end of the unit

	
	


Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.
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