Chaminade University of Honolulu
Spring - 2008
Introduction to Education – Ed 200

Instructor:  Fr. Tim Eden, S.M., Ed.D.

Location: Educ. Building, Rm 101

Time:  T, Th., 12:30 – 1:50
Instructor’s Office:  Educ.. 126;
Phone:  (H) 739-8519;  (O) 440-4215                                   
Email: teden@chaminade.edu
Course Description:

This is a survey course that introduces the student to the main historical, philosophical and sociological movements in the historical evolution of American education.  The purpose of the study is to give the student an overview of the development of public and private education in the United States.  In addition, students will look at several contemporary public policy issues that are shaping education in the United States. Special attention will be paid to the public policy issues of education in Hawaii.  Finally, through onsite classroom observation the student will be introduced to the art and science of educating young people.

Texts:

School, The Story of American Public Education.  S. Mondale, S. Patton (eds.). Beacon Press, Boston. 2001

 Foundations of American Education (13th ed.). J.A. Johnson, D. Musial, G.F. Hall, D.M. Gollinck, & V.L. Dupuis. Pearson /Allen &Bacon.  Boston, 2005  

(On Reserve in the Library for Reference)

Supplementary readings will be distributed in class.

Course Objectives:

1. The student will gain a general knowledge of the development of American education from colonial times to the present and be able to explain in broad outline the evolution of the American educational system.  
2. Students will be able to discuss the contributions public and private education have made to the political, economic and social life of the United States. 

3. The student will have a working knowledge of several educational reform programs and public policy issues presently in use throughout the country.

4. The student will be introduced to actual classroom practice and begin to develop the skills of classroom management.

Academic Course Requirements: 

1. There are assigned readings. The student is expected to have completed the readings and be ready to discuss the material in class.  Thought questions and essay topics are listed for each set of readings.

2. Short reflection papers are assigned for many of the readings.   Essays should be no longer than 1-1 ½  page in length. Keep them brief, clear and concise.  No papers will be accepted late. Please do not ask for an exception.

3. In the course of the semester students are required to visit three different classrooms in an elementary, middle or high school of their choice to observe teaching methodology, classroom management and overall classroom culture.  The visits will take place at specified times throughout the semester and are noted in the syllabus.  A report on each visit will be written following a protocol to be distributed in class.  Selections from the visit reports will be used for class discussion.
4. Short quizzes and tests will be given throughout the semester.  The class will be notified of an upcoming quiz.  Missed quizzes cannot be made up. Please do not ask for an exception. There is no final examination.
5.  The Signature Assignment for this class is an annotated timeline of American education history.  It is due during the final week of the semester and replaces the final examination. The Rubric for the assignment will be distributed in class
Behavioral Course Requirements:

· On-time attendance is required. Three absences will result in the lowering of a student’s  grade by a full letter.  Two weeks of absence will result in administrative withdrawal of the student by the instructor.
· Please do not bring food to the class, and make sure that all cell phones and/or pagers are turned off.
Class Calendar:

Dates




Reading Assignments and Questions

January
Introduction. –Syllabus, O&P requirement and protocol.

 Educational Reform:  What is wrong/right in our schools today? (film and class discussion)

 Reading:  Introduction from School, The Story of American Public Education (pp. 1-8);

And the Introduction by Carl Kaestle (pp.11-17) 

Reading :  Massachusetts School Laws of 1642, and 1647, extract from the New England Primer (c. 1690) (handouts).
For discussion in class:  Think about how these two laws and the first American textbook shaped the character of American education. 

January
18th century: Changing views of education in America.



Lecture/ Class Discussion
February 
The American Revolution and Education
Reading:  “Noah Webster Urges Reform of Spelling”,  “Rationale for Webster’s Reform Proposal” (1789).


For discussion in class:  What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of Webster’s proposal?

Reading: selection from the writings of Thomas Jefferson on a proposal for American education.  (handouts)


Essay Question: What do you think are the strengths and/or weaknesses of Jefferson’s educational proposal?

  
19th century America:  Changing culture and changing education


Reading: “Alternative Schools in Early America”


Ron Miller

Essay:  Why was there so much experimentation in alternate forms of education in the early years of the American Republic?
Reading: From the textbook, “The Educated Citizen” (pp. 20-38). 






The Common School Movement







Lecture/ Class discussion


Reading: Selections from Horace Mann’s Twelfth Annual Report - 1848 (handout)


Essay Question: Horace Mann urged that public education cover a number of areas beyond the traditional academic subjects.  In general why did he argue for an expanded curriculum in the Common Schools? 

February
The Common School Movement (cont.)

Reading:  “McGuffey’s Readers,” by Eric Norstad, and selected stories from the Readers. (handouts)


Essay Question: Select one of the stories from the McGuffey reader.  Create a simple lesson plan for how you would teach the story to a group of kids in a one room school house with very limited teaching resources in a small town in Iowa in 1885.


Include the following in the lesson plan:  

a) learning objectives for the class, (i.e. what exactly do you want the kids to learn from studying this story?)

b) teaching strategies,  (i.e. what methods will you use to teach the story?)

c) classroom activities, (i.e. what will you have the kids do to learn through the story?) 

February
American Education on the Eve of the Civil War
(2/19 – FIRST CLASSROOM 

OBSERVATION DUE)
Reading:  From the Pennsylvania School Journal, “Description of a District School in Union County, Pennsylvania” (1857) (handout)

From the Textbook:  pages 39-60


Essay:  During the years leading up to and following the American Civil War (1861-1865) important changes were taking place in American Education.  Discuss what those changes were and the causes behind them.
Film
   


The Catholic School Alternative to Public Schools
Reading : “Church Schools in Modern Times” and “American Catholic Schools and the Common Good”

Essay:  Is America better off having religious and non-religious alternatives to public education?  If it is should public monies be used to support those alternatives? 

Impact of the Civil War on American Education

Reading: Introduction by Diane Ravitch, (pp. 63-70).

(For discussion in class:  What kinds of issues did immigrant families face when they left their countries of birth and arrived in America?

How did the schools help new arrivals? 


The “Gilded Age” and American Education

Reading: “You Are an American,” (text, pp.72-95)


Essay Question: From this reading compile a list of 5 events and/or people who contributed significantly to the development of American education in the early years of the 20th century. Write a short essay explaining the importance of each one.
March
John Dewey and Progressive Education

(3/11, 2nd CLASSROOM

OBSERVATION)
Reading: “ My Pedagogical Creed” by John Dewey. (handout)

Essay Questions: From your reading of Dewey and the textbook:  a) give a complete descriptive definition of Progressive Education, b) What do you think are the strengths and weaknesses of  Progressive Education


Schools in a Changing America – The Early 20th Century

Reading: “You are an American” (text, pp. 95-119).

Essay Question: Compile a list of 5 events, people or terms that were key to the evolution of American Education from the turn of the 20th century to mid-century.  

Reading: Selection of Supreme Court Cases dealing with Education

Struggling for Inclusion – the Federal Govt.’s  Role in Education

Reading:  “Why Don’t You Go to School With Us?” (text, pp. 123-150)


Essay Questions:  In 1954 the Supreme Court ruled that “separate but equal” segregated schools were unconstitutional.  a) How successful was the compliance with the Court’s ruling between 1954 and 1964?  b) What was the contribution of the Johnson Administration (President Lyndon B. Johnson) to the elimination of segregated schools?

`
Reading:  “Why Don’t You Go to School with Us?” (text, pp. 150-170)


Essay Questions:  What were the landmark federal laws in the 1960s and 1970s that sought to address the inequalities in education in the United States?  How would you assess their success?

April
Federal Govt.’s Role of Education


(4/ 15 – 3rd OBSERVATION

DUE)
Reading: Introduction by Larry Cuban (pp. 173-182)


For discussion in class: Cuban argues that there has been a significant influence of “Management Theory” in American schools derived from the Business world.  How does he assess that influence?  


Reading: “A Nation at Risk”, pp. 182-213 This chapter will introduce the class into the reform efforts in education over the last twenty-five years.


For discussion in class:  What was the importance of “A Nation at Risk”?  What do you know about “No Child Left Behind”?

For the remainder of  April we will study a series of educational reform

movements from both the public and private sectors.  We will read from a

collection of materials taken from newspapers, magazines, government agencies etc.

                                        Public School Reform Programs:

No Child Left Behind

Charter Schools





Vouchers





Hawaii’s Reform Program 





Edison Schools and Other For Profit Programs

                                       Alternate Models of Reform in Private Schools:

Nativity Schools & Christo Rey schools 
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