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Course Description

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing short to medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  The course will emphasize skills required for research writing such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.

Student Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

Required Texts

The Contemporary Reader, 8th Edition.
Required Extras

Access to a computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must by typed).

Student Responsibilities

Class Preparation

Students are expected to read the material assigned prior to attending class.  In class assignments and lectures will be based on the readings.

Class Attendance

You may receive a  10 % (one letter grade) grade deduction from your final grade if you have four (4) or more unexcused absences.
Late Work

No late work will be accepted without prior approval from the instructor.

Class Behavior

Please be respectful to the other members of the class.  

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog and can be located on the intranet.  They include but are not limited to the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (Chaminade General Catalog, online p 56).

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Paper Requirements

Essay # 1


Single Source Essay 

Essay #2


Multi-source Essay (3-5 pages)

Essay #3 

            Research Paper Analysis 

Final Research Paper

10-12 pages and a min. of ten approved sources

Papers

All take home papers must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.  Students must use 12pt font.  Papers that are not typed will receive a ‘0.’  No e-mail papers will be accepted.  
In Class Writing Assignments

The in class writing assignments will take place at the beginning of the class period.  Students who are late to class will lose time on the assignment.  Students who are absent will not be able to make up the assignment.  If you have a documented illness, the missing assignment will not count against you. 

Assignments will be graded on a -1 to 1 point scale.  In class writing assignments will usually take place on Thurs.  There will be a total of 7 assignments during the course of the semester.  Students who complete all 7 assignments may drop the two lowest scores. 

Types of in class writing assignments will include summaries of articles, paraphrases of articles, essay responses to articles, MLA documentation quizzes. 

(If there is any student in this class who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to come and discuss this with me.)

Grading Rubric for Paper #1 and #2 (15 points):
Integration of Sources:  (0-5)


If all of your sources are clearly summarized and integrated effectively you will  

            receive full credit. 



Clarity and Rhetoric (0-3 points)


3 points:  The rhetorical techniques used in the paper are logical and effective.


2, points:  The rhetorical techniques may present a less than logical application. 



0,1  point:    It is unclear what techniques are being used.  

Organization (0-3 points)


3    points:    The organizational structure is clear.


2   points:    The basic structure is apparent, but additional topic sentences or 

                                 transitions may be needed for clarification.

            0,1 point:      The structure is unclear.

Development (0-4 points)
4 points:        The writer presented sufficient examples to support the thesis and 


           the examples logically connect to the thesis.

            3  points:        The examples logically support the thesis; however, more 



           examples (or development of the examples ) are (is) needed to 

                                   adequately prove the thesis.

2 points:         The examples (research provided) do (does) not appear to support           

                       the thesis.


0-1    points:   Examples are not clearly conveyed in the paper.

Grading Breakdown


Paper  #1 


     15

Paper  #2


     15

Paper #3 

                 20
           
In Class Assignments                    5
            Annotated Bibliography                5

Research Paper

     30
Final Exam


     10


            Total 


               100

Note:  The research paper is standardized (10 sources and 2500 words min.)
Grading Scale

‘A’ 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

‘D’
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this course is a ‘C’ 

Schedule 

	Week
	Objective
	Contemporary Reader and Readings
	Due Dates

	Jan 15 & 17
	Assessment
	
	

	Jan 22 & 24
	Critical Reading and Summary
	p. 45
Obesity (handout)
	

	 Jan 29 & 31
	Paraphrase
	p. 134
	

	Feb. 5 & 7
	
	p. 168
	

	Feb 12 & 14
	Single Source Essay
	p. 201
	

	Feb 19 & 21
	
	
	Paper #1 Due

	Feb 26 & 28
	Writing a counter-argument 
	p. 262


	

	March 4 & 6
	Reseearch Paper/Multi-Source Essay
Synthesizing Research
	handout
	Paper #2 Due

	March 11 & 13
	MLA Documentation
Topic Discussion:  The Family, Education, Body Image.
	
	Topics Due

	March 18 & 20
	
	
	Annotated Bibliography

Due

	Spring Break
	
	
	

	April 1 & 3
	
	
	Working Draft Due

	April 8 & 10 
	Analyzing a Research Paper 
	
	

	April 15 & 17
	
	
	Paper #3 Due

	April 22 
	
	
	

	May 1
	Review
	
	Research Paper  Due



Final Exam:  May 5, 2008 from 3:00-5:00pm
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