English 101 (20)

Winter 2008

Meeting Times: Wednesdays Jan 9 – Mar 19, 2008
Instructor: Meredith J. Lee, PhD
Office Hours: by appt or via email
Email: mjlee@hawaii.edu
Course Description

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays.  It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in using Standard Edited American English.
Learning Outcomes
1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.
2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.
3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
-To demonstrate thesis sentences.
-To demonstrate topic sentences.
-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.
-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.
-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.
-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.
-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 
5. To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, freewriting, and listing.
6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).
-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.
7. To demonstrate a persuasive argument to two different audience groups.

8. To demonstrate the connection between writing and social action.

Required Texts

Selby, Norwood and Pamela S. Beldsoe. Writing Simplified. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc., 2004. 
Required Extras

1. Loose leaf (folder) paper for in-class assignments

2. Blue or black ink pen

3. Binder or multi-pocket folder to organize your work

4. Email account (that you actually check regularly!) 

5. Access to a computer with reliable internet access and a printer

Student Responsibilities

Attendance, Participation, and Homework:  You can’t learn to play tennis by sitting in the bleachers.  And you can’t learn to write without actually participating in class. Therefore, you will be expected to attend class regularly.  You will be expected to come to class prepared and participate in class discussions and writing workshops.  Chronic unpreparedness will adversely affect your participation grade.  Writing is not a spectator sport!

Late Assignment Policy: Late assignments will be penalized 10% (or one letter grade) per day including weekends and holidays.  ALL essays must be completed to receive a final course grade.  

Short Paper Assignments:  All assignments should be done on a computer (preferably in MS Word) and turned in on time.  All drafts must be completed to receive a grade for the assignment with rough drafts attached to the final draft.  These assignments will be approximately one (1) page in length.

Final Essay:  The final essay assignment is the culmination of writing skills gained during the semester.  The essay will consist of multiple paragraphs including an introduction, supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion.  The final essay will be based on one of the short papers produced for this class and will be 4-5 pages in length.

Special Circumstances and Disability Accommodations:  If special circumstances or a family emergency arises, please contact me as soon as possible so that we can make alternative arrangements and/or deadlines.  DO NOT WAIT until it is too late!  If you require special disability accommodations, please see me immediately.

Class Behavior:  This class is a learning community and there are certain responsibilities that each of us has that will insure that our learning community is beneficial for everyone.  This means courtesy in the classroom is expected at all times.  Please turn of all cell phones and other electronics.  Please wait until after class to return any phone calls, pages, text messages, etc. (except for emergencies).   If you must take a call during class hours, please leave the room so that the rest of the class can continue undisturbed.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. 
Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. 
Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. 
Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Dean or Graduate Program Director. […] If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Dean or Director.

In either case, the Dean or Graduate Program Director may choose to resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final. (University Catalog, 2007-08, p. 55)
** If you are still unsure about what plagiarism is, please do not hesitate to ask! Please do not just turn your paper in and hope for the best. 
Required Coursework and Grading Breakdown


Paragraphs/Short Papers (5)
50%


Final Essay
20%


Grammar Skills Post-Test
10%


Attendance, Participation, Homework
  20%


100%

Grading Scale

‘A’
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative (90-100).
‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner (80-89).
‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).
‘D’ 
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work (60-69).
‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given (59 or less).
You need a minimum of 70% (C) to pass this course.
