
COMMUNICATION 101                  MS. CAROLYN KURIYAMA 
SPRING 2008               CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY  
    
 

  SYLLABUS FOR 
             “INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATION” 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Students will translate basic communication theory into practical 
methods for developing effective communication skills.  Major communication variables and their 
impact on the human communication process will be studied.  Principles of message development 
and delivery will also be examined with opportunities for students to present speeches before an 
audience.  Students will work on enhancing their interpersonal and group communication skills 
through role-playing and group discussions. 
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  After completion of Communication 101, the student will be able to  
 

1. understand the human dimension of interpersonal communication: personification vs. 
objectification. 

2. assess personal communication styles and develop effective verbal and nonverbal 
interpersonal communication skills. 

3. apply active listening and response behaviors in interpersonal communication and group 
discussion. 

4.  use appropriate assertiveness and conflict resolution skills in both interpersonal and group 
discussion settings. 

5. understand the dynamics of group discussion and develop effective individual and 
leadership roles for small group interactions. 

6. understand and appreciate culture differences in communication. 
7. organize informative, persuasive and impromptu speeches which include the key elements 

of an effective speech: attention-getting opening, well-developed body, strong conclusion, 
clear transitions, and appropriate research data. 

8. deliver speeches using an emphatic voice, a conversational style, meaningful eye contact, 
and appropriate facial and body gestures. 

9. develop and effectively incorporate into a speech appropriate visual aids, including 
Powerpoint. 

 
 
TEXTBOOK:  Communicate!  11th Edition by Rudolph F. Verderber 
OFFICE:  Eiben 129C 
PHONE:  440-4214 
E-MAIL:  ckuriyam@chaminade.edu 
OFFICE HOURS:  M, W  12am-2pm 
 



COMMUNICATION 101 CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
DATE     TOPIC    READINGS 
 
Week 1 January 14-18   Course Introduction 
      Personifying Communication  Ch. 1 
 
Week 2 January 23-25   The Communication Process 

Introductory Speeches  
 
Week 3 January 28-February1  Verbal Communication  Ch. 3 
      Public Speaking   Ch 12, 13 
 
Week 4 February 4-8   Public Speaking   Ch. 14 
      The Informative Speech  Ch. 17 
 
Week 5 February 11-15  The Informative Speech 
 
Week 6 February 20-22  Public Speaking Delivery Skills Ch. 15, 16 
 
Week 7 February 25-29  Informative Speech Presentations Ch. 2, 4 
 
Week 8 March 3-7   Informative Speech Presentations 
      Mid-Term Examination 
 
Week 9 March 10-14   Interpersonal Communication  Ch. 5, 6 
 
Week 10 March 17-19   Interpersonal Communication  Ch. 7, 8 
 
  March 21-28   Spring Break 
 
Week 11 March 31-April 4  Persuasive Speaking   Ch. 9 
 
Week 12 April 7-11   Persuasive Speaking 
      Group Discussion   Ch. 10 
 
Week 13  April 14-18   Group Discussion   Ch. 11 
 
 
Week 14 April 21-25   Persuasive Speech Presentations  
 
Week 15 April 28-May 2   Persuasive Speech Presentations 
      Course Wrap-up 
 
Week 16 May 5-8   Final Exam Week 



 
 COMMUNICATION 101 ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 

REQUIRED ACTIVITIES    DUE DATE     % OF GRADE 
 

 
ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
          Introductory Speech   January 25     5% 
          Informative Speech   February 27 & 29, March 3 & 5  15% 
          Persuasive Speech   April 23, 25, 28, 30    15% 
          Impromptu Speech   TBA      5% 
 
 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS  
 
          Informative Outline   February 20     10% 
          Persuasive Outline   April 16     10% 
 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
          Mid-Term   March 7     15% 
          Final   TBA      15% 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY EXERCISES 
 
          Quizzes/Reflections         5% 
          Class participation (including speech evaluations)     5% 
 
 
 
TOPIC SELECTIONS 
 
          Informative Speech   February 13 
          Persuasive Speech   April 9 

 
 

 




