EN 255-90—Short Story and Novel

Chaminade University
Spring 2008
Online
Office hours, 206A Henry Hall: MW—9-10:00 AM; 

MW—11-1PM, and by appointment

 Allison E. Francis          Phone: 735 4863

email: afrancis@chaminade.edu

Texts: 
Trimmer, et. al
eFictions 

Austen, Jane
 Pride and Prejudice
Hemingway, Ernest
The Old Man and the Sea

Butler, Octavia
Wild Seed
 
American English Dictionary (optional)
Film: 
Gurinder Chadha

Bride and Prejudice (2004) 
Requirements:

2Short papers (3-5 pages)

1 Midterm
1 Group Project

1 Prospectus/Bibliography (2-3 pages)
1 Final Research Exam (8+ pages)

Quizzes
Discussion board participation
2 Personal conferences 
This survey course will examine the short story and the novel form.  Through class discussions and critical analysis, we will determine how traditional and contemporary types of literature approach themes like ethno-cultural conflicts, politics, racism, social concerns, and gender relations.  In addition, you will continue to develop and perfect your research and writing skills as we begin to understand the fundamentals of critical theory.

Course Objectives (in addition to those goals listed by the English Department):

· To improve critical reading and analytical skills developed in EN 101 and EN 102

· To identify two types or genres of literature

· To define various literary critical approaches and apply them to given texts
· To develop the skills necessary to deliver in-class presentations on literary subjects

· To demonstrate proficiency in writing through the completion of a literary research paper
Papers: Your papers must be created by you alone and turned in on time.  All papers must be typed and double-spaced, including your final essay which will be a take-home essay.  When requested, your papers will be turned in on time via Web CT.  Late papers will not be accepted after the due date! Papers turned in a day late will not be graded.

Grading Scale:


A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner


C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given
Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Discussions/Quizzes:  
Class discussions are vital; therefore, weekly postings on the discussion board are mandatory.  You will need to post responses to each short story and novel we read between 2-4 times per week.  I will require your postings on Tuesdays and Thursdays to allow for a lively discussion on the various topics we will examine. If you post responses less than twice a week, your final grade will be lowered.

When necessary, you will take timed quizzes to ensure you are reading and reviewing the assigned texts.  Keeping current with your reading and regular postings on the discussion board will minimize the number of quizzes given.  Conversely, inadequate postings and lackluster responses to the weekly reading will increase the number of quizzes.
Class Projects: 
Everyone will participate in a group project, which requires analyzing a literary theme and posting a PowerPoint presentation on our discussion board.   Students will be divided up into small groups of three or four and prepare an outline for the class.  Your actual presentation should be imaginative and inventive as you critically examine themes and issues relevant to this course.

Midterm: 
You will take a midterm to assess your ability to identify and analyze the works we examine in this course.  The midterm will be a mixed format—multiple choice and short essay questions.

Personal Conferences:
 Each student will meet with me at least twice during the semester to assess coursework. These meetings will take place in person and will count towards your discussion board and participation grade for that week.  During conferences, students will have the opportunity to discuss and resolve any issues or concerns they may have regarding the class and/or the readings. 
As with any course you take during your academic career, you are encouraged to keep a journal of questions, thoughts, or impressions you have while examining these literary genres.  Making notes as you read will help you form ideas and questions that can be used in our class discussions, your group presentations, and in your papers.

Please exercise confidentiality regarding honesty and integrity when posting and replying online.

Cheating on exams, plagiarizing papers, or asking others to create and post your assignments will not be tolerated!
If you do not post responses to discussion topics on a weekly basis, your final grade will be adversely affected.
Assessed Work for EN 255 online:

Discussion Board/Quizzes:
15% (of final mark)

1st Essay:


15% (of final mark)

2nd Essay:


15% (of final mark)
Group Project:

15% (of final mark)
1 Midterm


15% (of final mark)

Final Research Paper:
25 % (of final mark)


                                                            100%
INCOMPLETES/WITHDRAWALS

Chaminade students have the option of withdrawing from this or any course provided they do either before or by the deadline.  Your professor is not responsible for providing you with the appropriate forms to apply for a “W,”   nor are we able to extend the date if you miss the deadline.  Please speak to me as soon as possible if you believe you should withdraw from this course.

According to Chaminade University’s general catalog, an incomplete is only issued if a student “Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control… Prior to reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course.”  Incompletes are neither automatically rendered nor encouraged for minor issues.
ENGL 255 90  Syllabus (schedule subject to changes)
Week



Assignment

	Wk 1—Jan 14-18


 


	 Orientation

eFictions: “Reading and Writing about Short Stories (1-13)
Understanding the Basic Elements; read Kate Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” (14)



	Wk 2—Jan 21-25
	Jan 21st FATHER CHAMINADE/MLK JR DAY! No Class!
Jan 22nd—Last Day to Add/Drop classes!

Short Stories
Examining Theme: Katherine Mansfield “Her First Ball” (102) 

Witi Ihimaera “His First Ball” (107)


	Wk 3—Jan  28-Feb 1

	 Family
William Faulkner “A Rose for Emily” (129) Faulkner, “Barn Burning” (347); Raymond Carver, “A Small, Good Thing” (269)
 F. Scott Fitzgerald “Babylon Revisited” (361) 
1st Personal Conferences.  Email or call for time and date.

	Wk 4-Feb 4-8

	Relationships
eFictions “The Writing Process” (20-27); Sample essays (29)
Flannery O’ Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (683)

Joyce Carol Oates “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” (669)
Alice Walker, “Everyday Use” (839)

 First Essay due Feb 8th!

	Wk 5—Feb 11-15
	Novels: Eighteenth Century
Jane Austen,  Pride and Prejudice

	Wk 6—Feb 18-22
	Feb 18th—Presidents’ Day—No Class!

Complete Pride and Prejudice
Group Project on Austen and Class

	Wk 7—Feb 25-29
	View film—Bride and Prejudice available on reserve at Chaminade University’s Sullivan Library
Group Project on Selfhood and National Identities in Pride and Prejudice or the film,  Bride and Prejudice

	Wk 8—Mar 3-7
	Gender and Ethnicity

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (117)
Richard Wright, “The Man Who Was Almost A Man” (885)
Midterm Review
Midterm! March 7th! 

	Wk 9-Mar 10-14
	 Novels—20th Century
Ernest Hemmingway, The Old Man and the Sea
Group Project on Hemmingway and Natural Order

	Wk 10—Mar 17-21
	Magical Realism
Isabel Allende, “Phantom Palace”   (167)

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings”

(399); Gail Godwin, “Dream Children” (405)
Essay #2 Due Mar 21st!
Remember: April 2nd is when we will have Personal Conferences re assessment.  Please send an email or phone to set up your conference date/time.



	Wk 11—Mar 24-28
 SPRING BREAK!
NO CLASSES
	WK 12-Mar 31-Apr 4
	April 2nd! Personal Conferences re assessment  
Cultural Ethics

Ha Jin, “The Bridegroom” (515)



	Wk 13—Apr 7-11
	Novels: Science Fiction
Octavia Butler, Wild Seed

	Wk 14—Apr 14-18
	Complete Wild Seed
Class Project on Butler and ethnicity 

	Wk 15—Apr 21-25
	Research Project
eFictions: “The Research Process” (30-32) Sample papers (33)
Library research 

Online  prospectus drafting

Apr 25th! Prospectus and Bibliography Due!

	Wk 16—Apr 28-May 2
	 Course Summary 

Review for final research exam




