Syllabus 

	Course Information

	Course title: 
	Critical Thinking 
	

	Course number: 
	PH 103 
	

	Course discipline: 
	Philosophy 
	

	Course description: 
	Having a purpose in life is at once both helpful and unhelpful. It can give our lives a meaning and as well as become a source of our anomie and boredom. So occasionally we have a need to think ut of the ordinary. This is critical thinking. It is formed by habit and often unless we are reminded of it we tend to forget that it is possible. 
	

	Course date: 
	Monday, January 14, 2008 through Thursday, May 8, 2008 
	

	Location: 
	On Line 
	

	Meeting day(s): 
	Open 
	

	Meeting time(s): 
	Open 
	

	Teaching Objectives

	Course goals: 
	(1) To demonstrate the nature of thinking and reasoning. (2) To demonstrate the nature of purposive thinking. (3) To understand the current world view of much of humanity. (4) Secular thinking and religious thinking both have end purposes. (5) The model of progress, hope and future that our culture teaches us to work with could be an illusion and therefore we need other ways of thinking to make us active and cheerful again. 
	

	Learning Outcomes

	Course goals: 
	(1) Students will show or demonstrate that they they can think and understand the basis of their own thoughts. (2) Students will show or demonstrate that their ideas can transcend the medium of communication. (3) Students will show or demonstrate the lead idea of both religious and secular thought. (4) Students will show or demonstrate how the idea of progress limits and gives shape to our ideas of th world. (5) Students will show or demonstrate alternative ways to think about the world that is not so restrained by the idea of progress. 
	

	Course Requirements

	Requirements: 
	The requirements for the course generally are that you read both texts and come to an understanding of the main ideas, themes and objective of each text. More specifically there fill be the five writing projects for you. These writing projects will relate to the five learning outcomes discussed in the learning outcomes section. 
	

	How are students graded?

	: 
	1. The student will be graded by the instructor taking into consideration the student’s performance in all the tests, quizzes, and exams, to arrive the grade that is given at the end of the course. The specific meaning for these grades is listed in the general catalog and I shall summarize my understanding of them here. It is up to the student to show that his performance meet the expectations that these words carry in normal understanding if the language. 2. An A in the course is given to those who show ‘outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.’ A grade of B is given to a student who demonstrated ‘superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.’ A grade of C is ‘an average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.’ The D is reserved for those who have done ‘Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.’ And the F is especially for those who ‘failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.’ 3. The above summary is from the Chaminade Undergraduate catalog 2007-2008 and I have to comply with what those words indicate and what those words would approximately define. Please read the grade standards and their meaning and ask yourself if you have done what it tells you. Any dispute arising out of the instructor’s grade should be adjudicated with these standards in view. 
	

	Textbooks

	Required reading: 
	Straw Dogs, John Gray, Granta Books, 2002, 9781862075962 
	

	Required reading: 
	The Intellectual, Steve Fuller, Icon Books, 2005, 1840467215 
	

	Instructor Information

	Name: 
	C. R. Unni 
	

	Email: 
	crunni@yahoo.com 
	

	Office location: 
	Henry 206 
	

	Office hours: 
	Open 
	

	Phone: 
	808 5614155 
	

	Biography: 
	He is a man. His name is C.R. Unni. His Cell Number is 808 5614155. His e-mail addresses are (a) cunni@chaminad.edu (b) crunni@yahoo.com The second of these mail addresses is more reliable. His original passport and accent will indicate that he is born in the sub-continent of India. Observing him you may not be able to detect any overt religious affiliation. He is not known to be interested in sports or fights or drugs, except that what is prescribed by a decent physician, coffee and occasional pint of beer. You will find him able to listen with curiosity to all what you tell him. Is astonished at most things but the rumor is that he has taught for a number of years at Chaminade. He is always eager to learn from anyone including little animals. Treats, or try to treat all living things with piety: that is an old Greek virtue and may be translated as something close to respect. May not understand an insult unless you explain to him that you are trying to make him feel bad, and then he will do the required offended behavior, and wait for your approval. Widely traveled in safe areas of civilization and claims to tell if a girl is Japanese, Chinese or Korean just by looking at the way she walks. He has a tendency to philosophize with all, especially with those who thinks that they have the truth. Usually found in his office at Henry 106, J but is only a telephone call away on 808 561455. He lives without tension in good humor and sleeps early at 8:30 pm usually. 
	

	Teaching assistants: 
	None 
	

	First Book

	: 
	To be posted no later than Feb 9th, 2008 
	

	After Feb 9th any posted material will be less a grade point for each day.: 
	1. Read the book STRAW DOGS by John Gray first. 2. The book expounds the thesis that the aim of life was not to change the world but to see it correctly. How does he expound this idea throughout in his book? 3. We are different from other animals because we have self-consciousness. What is this? Show what an animal with self-consciousness will do. 4. The Christians believe that morality or ethics is something that comes from outside the world. Where is this outside and what is wrong in thinking that they come from this world as a partial answer to the problems here that are encountered by those who live here. 5. He thinks that to know there is no salvation is the salvation. What does he mean by that? 6. He thinks and explains in the book that the belief that there is progress is a mistake. Why is this so? 7. It is we humans who believe that life should have a purpose and that a purpose driven life is the source of salvation. But world and nature may not support this. What is your explanation of what the author means by saying that these things are a human vision of how nature works? 
	

	Second Book

	: 
	To be posted not later than March 15th, 2008 
	

	Grade penalty for all postings after the due date is one grade point for each day.: 
	1. Read the second book THE INTELLECTUAL by Steve Fuller. 2. What are the four theses on intellectuals that the book expounds? 3. How does he set the philosopher apart from the intellectual? 4. In his dialogs between the intellectual and the philosopher he covers five areas. Briefly say what the issues are and then make an evaluation as to their relevance. 5. The books longest section consists of thirteen frequently asked questions of an intellectual. If you are an intellectual which question would you think is the most difficult to answer and which question is the easiest? 6. Philosophers like Plato are more durable. People read him even now. What he says is relevant for our lives now. But yesterday's intellectuals goes out of style. What does the philosopher have that the intellectual does not? 
	

	Length of each assignment.

	: 
	The reports on the first book and the second book should not be more than 2500 words each. That is the first book 2500 words and the second book 2500 words. That is the Maximum limit. Ideally they should be between 2000 and 2500 words. The minimum limit is 2000 words. I wont actually count them but I am familiar with these limits. Make sure you understand the book and as a whole and then sit down to answer the questions. 
	

	The quality of each Assignment.

	: 
	The assignments will be read for their quality. By that I mean (1) Do they show extraordinary scholarship and an unusual degree of initiative? (2) Do they show that you have understood the contents of the books and is there enough scholarship? (3) Does it show what a student who takes this course for credit on the average is required to show? 
	

	How should the assignment be posted?

	: 
	You should post it as two separate assignment. Please do not post pieces of assignment. Post them as a whole. So for the fist assignment due on February 9th, answer all the questions I have asked you and post it as a single assignment. And the same goes for the second assignment which is due on March 15th. Post it as a whole. Write it after you read the book and understand its contents.
	


