Syllabus 

	Course Information

	Course title: 
	Religion, Philosophy and Social Ethics 
	

	Course number: 
	PH/RE/SO 338 
	

	Course discipline: 
	Philosophy 
	

	Course description: 
	In this course we will be interested in social ethics. The expression social ethics refer to our relations with other people with whom we live. Since there are other people we cannot do what we like all the time. There will be pressure from other people to let them also do what they life, since other people are similar to what we are. So there will be restraints on everyone. The origins and justifications of these restraints will constitute the subject matter of our course. Now social sciences came about after the French Revolution and gained ascendancy among intellectuals in the 19th century. These sciences changed the method by which we study things. We used to think that there is a difference between studying persons and studying physical objects in this world. The social sciences proposed that everything is studied by the same method. The same method that we use to study physical objects will also be used to study human persons. Whether or not this is possible and if we wee to use the methods that we use to study physical objects to study human persons, what will be missed, will be matters that we inquire. 
	

	Course date: 
	Monday, January 7, 2008 through Friday, March 14, 2008 
	

	Location: 
	On Line 
	

	Meeting day(s): 
	No specific meeting days. 
	

	Meeting time(s): 
	No specific meeting times. 
	

	Course Goals

	Course goals: 
	The course has five specific Objectives. These are the teaching objectives. The teaching objectives are not the same as the learning outcomes. The word 'objective' is used to specify what the teacher wanted to instruct. The word 'outcomes' is used to mean whether the student who taught was able to perform. The objectives that I have in teaching this course are five and they are as follows. (1)What does the field of social ethics refer to and why are these problems important for us to resolve? (2) Are the problems of ethics exist prior to any religion or do they come in to existence only after religions like Christianity came into existence? (3) How do the secular mid resolve ethical problems? (4) What can philosophical analysis teach us about ethics and the problems of living? (5) What shape will social ethics and associated problems take in the world of future humanity? 
	

	Textbooks

	Required reading: 
	The Secularisation of The European Mind in the 19th Century?, Owen Chadwick, Cambridge University Press, 1975, 0521398290 
	

	Required reading: 
	THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU, Leo Tolstoy, Barnes and Noble, 2005, 100760765529 
	

	Course Requirements

	Requirements: 
	I am interested in seeing how you have understood the five teaching objectives. Here are some suggestions. The Owen Chadwick book has 10 chapters. Read a chapter each every week. In the Tolstoy book, I am interested only in his confessions, which is between pages 19 and 80. Read this before the first five weeks of the course. You will have some basic contents to discuss. Then pay attention to the lessons that I will be posting every week and discuss the problems I will be posting there. There is a final examination that will be about each of the teaching objectives and every one will have to take the final. The final will have to be taken on campus or at a military instalation according to the rules posted by Skip Lee the administrator and Director of the Evening Programs under which this course is taught. I cannot excuse students from the final. The final will have to be taken by all to get a grade. The final consists of the following questions:1)What does the field of social ethics refer to and why are these problems important for us to resolve? (2) Are the problems of ethics exist prior to any religion or do they come in to existence only after religions like Christianity came into existence? (3) How do the secular mid resolve ethical problems? (4) What can philosophical analysis teach us about ethics and the problems of living? (5) What shape will social ethics and associated problems take in the world of future humanity? 
	

	Instructor Information

	Name: 
	C. R. Unni 
	

	Email: 
	crunni@yahoo.com 
	

	Office location: 
	Henry 106 
	

	Office hours: 
	N/A 
	

	Phone: 
	808 561 4155 
	

	Biography: 
	I am a man. Taught for a number of years. Learns philosophy from anyone including little animals. Respects every living thing, especially students. Don't watch sports, use technical language or eat garlic. Likes those who think rather than quote from some books. Will continue to post. 


	

	Assignment (1)

	: 
	Due on or before Feb 2nd, 2008 
	

	: 
	This may be regards as a middle of the course examination. Read THE SECULARIZATION ON THE EUROPEAN MIND IN THE 19TH CENTURY. And answer the following. 1. What is meant by secularization of the European mind? 2. What do you think Liberalism has to do with secularization of the European mind. 3. How does Marx define alienation and why is this a problem? (4) What causes alienation of people? 5. According to the book the secularization of the minds of people started with that of the workers. What do you think was the factor most responsible for this in the attitudes of the worker? 6. Is anti clericalism the same as secularism? 7. Why do you think in the late 18th century and in the 19th century people became more secular minded and looked to physical sciences to explain the the universe and why do you think that they were persuaded by the thought that these same sciences will solve the problems of the human beings, much of it derived from the social existence of man? 8. What does it mean to have a secular view of history? What was the Christian view? Do you think that the secular view is more helpful in solving the problems of social life than a Christian view? 9. In the 10th chapter the author talks about the merging of the unsettling of the mind with the unsettling of society and discusses the stable element in the European culture. What is this stable element? 
	

	Assignment (2)

	: 
	Due on or before March 12th, 2008 
	

	: 
	Read the book THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITHIN YOU, and answer the following questions. 1. What is Tolstoy's overall message in this book? (2) Why is the institutional form of religion defective in his view? (3) What is responsible for the savage wars between man and man? (4) How does Tolstoy distinguish between the spiritual needs of all human beings and the institutional religions that exists in this world? (5) What is the central message of Christianity according to Tolstoy and how is it misunderstood by people most responsible for preserving it? (6) What does he mean by the phrase non-resistance to evil? Does he mean that we should go along with what is evil? Doe he mean that there is some other force that we should muster against evil? (7) Give your views on why the thought s of Tolstoy have had a profound impact on Gandhi's non-violent movement against the British and Martin Luther King's political of non-violent action against the while separatists in the United Sates. (8) In the atmosphere of evil and terrorism that we live today, how much of a future do you see the thoughts of Tolstoy is like to have? (9) How much of domestic and international problems can be resolved through the politics of Tolstoy and other like minded thinkers?

 
	

	The length of each assignment.

	: 
	Each of these assignments (I mean assignment 1 as a whole and assignment 2 as a whole) should be between 2000 and 2500 words. I wont actually count the words but I am familiar with this many words and how much paper it will take. 
	

	The quality of writing.

	: 
	In evaluating your work the quantity and quality are both important. We think a proper study of the materials of study will give you the ability to write easily a certain length as well as make your writing touch on important points in their composition. 
	

	How should I write these papers?

	: 
	A question often asked by students is how should they write the answers to questions and make it appear that they are writing an essay. You are writing basically two essays. But in writing them I will assist you to build contents by posing certain questions. It will be easy to mark the points you have made by numbering the sections or writing the topic above your answers. 
	

	How should I submit these assignments?

	: 
	You should submit the first assignment as a whole and the second assignment as a whole. Please don't submit partial answers. I will read and get a feel for the overall theme you are handling. 
	

	What is I want to know if I am doing my work properly?

	: 
	Students have a need for feed back from the instructor. So if you want me to read what you have written, submit a page or so of your composition and I will be more that happy to comment of your work. But no grades are given for this. The grades are given for the assignments as a whole. 
	

	How or where should I post the assignments?

	: 
	Your assignments (1) and (2) Should be posted on the mail section of the webCt course site. If you post it in the discussion section others can read your answers and comment on it. Some may have people correct or respond to their writings in this way. That is all right. But the final copy of the assignment that you want me to read and grade should be posted in the mailbox section. 
	

	Is there a final.

	: 
	YES. There is a final which you have to take under the supervision of the proctor as per university rules. I will write and publish the final so no surprises awaits you. This I shall do a little bit in to the course. The final instead of being posted should be handed over to the proctor depending on where you are taking the final test. If you are associated with a military base you should make you own arrangements with the base education people to have a final taken and inform the school as to which base you have made that arrangement. 


	

	When I don't know these formalities what should I do?

	: 
	Call the Chaminade director and or dean of accelerated programs Mr Skip Lee at 808 7354851. Or you can get in touch with Donna Yoshimura at the same number. Their word is the final on all bureaucratic protocols. 
	

	What is the penalty for not meeting deadlines?

	: 
	I will minus one grade pint for each day a paper is late. That means if the paper is A then if you are late one day it will be B. One of the objective of all university courses is to teach punctuality and it will be strictly observed here.
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