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What is the course about?
Every man has a private and public life. Both are characterized by passions. We structure our private and public lives by a variety of passions. Our public life is restrained by our relations with other people. Here ethics is a discussion of the rules that will come into play when we live with other people. But we also have a private life in which we wonder how best to structure our life as a whole. Here the concerns of ethics may overlap with that of another discipline: aesthetics. There is also another theme that is at play in ethics. Much of life we live at an emotional plane and this is especially true of ethics. But we are also reasoning animals. It is reasoning that enables us to understand the working of the universe. That other theme in ethics is to see how much this talk of passions is informed by reason.  Also we want to learn a bit about the life of reason itself. What does a life of reason consist of?
What are the teaching objectives?

The following will be the teaching objectives of the course. (1)How is ethics different from the laws and rules of society? (2) Can a person who does not believe in God be ultimately a good person? (3) How should we live in the modern world? (4) How can we bring social justice to all people of the world? (5) If a man is satisfied by material goods alone, he will not search out other people in his life. But he does. Why does he do this?   These teaching objectives will also characterize our learning outcomes. 
What are the learning outcomes?

Learning is a kind of change. After we learned something, we change the ways we look at it and the ways we react to it. For our purposes we will understand it as a change in the habits that we have cultivated. The question to ask of these habits is if they are helpful to our survival or not? So we develop a theory of learning based on a hierarchy. This is an adaptation of the theory of ‘dutero-learning’ with Gregory Bateson developed in the 1960’s and we roughly follow his guidelines, which in essence is based on the claim that we can not only learn but learn to learn. The following learning outcomes will be the Learning Outcomes of this course.
(1) Show or demonstrate that you can write down the definitions of some concepts specific to ethics. 
(2)  Show or demonstrate that you can construct valid practical reasoning syllogisms (since the reasoning in ethics is considered b Aristotle as an example of practical syllogism) and identify their parts. 
(3)  Show or demonstrate that you can read works selected of literature and identify the ethical problems that arise in the context of presenting the sort of drams that most literature about. 
(4) Show or demonstrate that you can define the problem of social justice and that you can discuss a minimum of two solutions to that problem. 
(5) Show and demonstrate that you know what is meant by the terms ‘care’ and ‘love’ as these words apply to ethics and that you can support your answer by at least five examples. 
The learning outcomes will be tested continuously. Questions designed to test these outcomes will be placed throughout the quizzes, tests, and examinations given. The learning outcomes will be tested in different formats. 

What are the texts and other readings?

1. Julian Baggini and Peter Fosl, Ethics Tool Kit, Black Well, 2007 (ISBN 978 1 4051 32312.) This text book will be used on a daily basis so bring it along to class. 

2. There are some additional materials the instructor will pass out during the class.
I can recommend some other readings which is helpful to you to understand the teaching objectives and to fulfill the learning outcomes for this class. Especially the books that I myself will be using as background reading for this class. These I shall discuss in class.
What are the requirements?


1. Attendance. Regular attendance is a must for developing a consistent set of habits for any course, so attendance will be a requirement. Three unexcused absences will substantially reduce a student’s chance to do well in the course. All excuses must be cleared by the instructor who will use his own standard of what constitute an excused absence. If your name is listed on the class list and if you don’t come the fist day you will be marked absent, and you will be marked absent until the day you show up.
2. Class participation. I will have a number of exercises that are not individually graded, but it is essential to participate in doing them, if you want to understand the problems and difficulties of a subject like ethics. So class participation is a requirement.
3. Tests and quizzes. I will give a total of five graded tests, quizzes, exams, or what ever it is called. This will include the midterm and the final. These will evaluate the various aspects of your practical reasoning ability. Are you good at these, how good are you, what you need to learn more? The tests are given to estimate how good you are at these maters.
4.  Extra credit project. If you are doing service learning projects then any service learning project can be transformed in to a practical thinking problem. To know how specifically your project can be so transformed consult the instructor. You will be earning extra credit by doing a service learning project. Normally the extra credit means that you can be excused from one of the test, quiz or exam, the instructor will decide which one.
5. The Final Examination. All students must take the final examination. I exempt some from having to do this if they were doing well in the class and their test scores merit their grade. But as a rule no exemption is given, and the student should be present for all the tests, quizzes and exams. There are no deals that can be made to avoid the final. The instructor will be the sole person who can make a decision as to whether you should take the final or not. 

6. Make up. If you missed a test no makeup test will be given to you under ordinary conditions. If a student is ill, or there are other circumstances relevant that student’s missed quizzes, test or exams, then that student should see the instructor and discuss these problems with him. The instructor will have sole discretion in allowing for any exemptions. 

How will the student be graded in this class?
1. The student will be graded by the instructor taking into consideration the student’s performance in all the tests, quizzes, and exams, class participation, extra credit project, together with attendance to arrive the grade that is given at the end of the course. The specific meaning for these grades is listed in the general catalogue and I shall summarize my understanding of them here. It is up to the student to show that his performance meet the expectations that these words carry in normal understanding if the language. 
2. An A in the course is given to those who show ‘outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.’ A grade of B is given to a student who demonstrated ‘superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.’ A grade of C is ‘an average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.’ The D is reserved for those who have done ‘Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.’ And the F is especially for those who ‘failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.’ 
3. The above summary is from the Chaminade Undergraduate catalog 2007-2008 and I have to comply with what those words indicate and what those words would approximately define. Please read the grade standards and their meaning and ask yourself if you have done what it tells you. Any dispute arising out of the instructor’s grade should be adjudicated with these standards in view. 

What is the expected way one would behave in this class?
Generally people behave with decorum and are considerate of others. But some of the activities that are annoying to other students and are disruptive of the class are as follows. Coming late to class consistently. Use gaming machines, telephones or other distractions. Constantly going in and out of class room. Sleeping while the class is in session or reading materials that are totally irrelevant to the class are annoying. I will quote the words of the great American thinker, Rodney Smith, ‘why can’t we all try to get along.’ He summarizes in his own way, and in my view a particular ethics which is his contribution to the great American culture.
What should you know of the Instructor of this course?
He is a man. His name is C.R. Unni. His Cell Number is 808 5614155. His e-mail addresses are (a) cunni@chaminad.edu (b) crunni@yahoo.com  The second of these mail addresses is more reliable. His original passport and accent will indicate that he is born in the sub-continent of India. Observing him you may not be able to detect any overt religious affiliation. He is not known to be interested in sports or fights or drugs, except that what is prescribed by a decent physician, coffee and occasional pint of beer.  You will find him able to listen with curiosity to all what you tell him. Is astonished at most things but the rumor is that he has taught for a number of years at Chaminade. He is always eager to learn from anyone including little animals. Treats, or try to treat all living things with piety: that is an old Greek virtue and may be translated as something close to respect. May not understand an insult unless you explain to him that you are trying to make him feel bad, and then he will do the required offended behavior, and wait for your approval. Widely traveled in safe areas of civilization and claims to tell if a girl is Japanese, Chinese or Korean just by looking at the way she walks. He has a tendency to philosophize with all, especially with those who thinks that they have the truth. Usually found in his office at Henry 106, J but is only a telephone call away on 808 561455. He lives without tension in good humor and sleeps early at 8:30 pm usually. 
What is the schedule of classes?
	1
	Jan 15
	 Pretest, getting to know each other etc.

	2
	Jan 17
	Teaching Objective 1.

Learning how to define. Definition of action. 

Aesthetics, Agency, Authority Autonomy Care. 

	3
	Jan 22
	Teaching Objective 1
Character, Conscience, Evolution, Finitude, Flourishing. Harmony.

	4
	Jan 24
	Teaching Objective 1
Interest, Intuition, Merit, Natural Law, Need, Pain and Pleasure, Revelation, Rights, Sympathy, Tradition and History.

	5
	Jan 29
	Assessments of Learning outcome 1
Test.

	6
	Jan 31
	Teaching Objective 2
Consequentialism, Contractarianism, Culture Critique, Deontological Ethics.

	7
	Feb 5
	Teaching Objective 2
Discourse Ethics, Divine Command, Egoism, Hedonism.

	8
	Feb 7
	Teaching Objective 2
Naturalism, Particularism, Perfectionism, Pragmatism, Rationalism, Relativism, Subjectivism, Virtue Ethics.

	9
	Feb 12
	Assessment of Learning outcomes 2 

Take home test. 

	10
	Feb 14
	Reading. Hand out or direction from Instructor.

	11
	Feb 19
	Reading. Hand out or direction by Instructor.

	12
	Feb 21
	Reading. Hand out or direction by instructor.

	13
	Feb 26
	Reading. Handout or direction by instructor.

	14
	Feb 28
	Teaching Objective 3
Absolute/Relative, Act/Rule, Bad/Evil, Benificence/non-maleficence, Cause/Reason, Cognitivism/Non-cognitivism, Commission/Omission, Consent, Facts/Values.

	15
	Mar 4
	Teaching Objective 3
The Golden Mean, Honor/Shame, Individual/Collective, Injury, Intentions and consequences, Internalism/externalism, Intrinsic/Instrumental, Legal/Moral, Liberation/Oppression, Means/Ends, Metaethics/Normative ethics, Moral Subjects/Moral agents, Prudence, Public/Private, Stoic Cosmopolitanism.

	16
	Mar 6
	Assessment of Learning outcome 3
Take Home and In-Class.

	17
	Mar 11
	Teaching Objective 4
Alienation, Authenticity, Consistency, Counterexamples, Fairness, Fallacies, Impartiality/Objectivity, 

	18
	Mar 13
	Teaching Objective 4
The ‘is/ought gap’, Justice and Lawfulness, Just war theory, Paternalism, Proportionality.

	19
	Mar 18
	Teaching objective 4
Reflective equilibrium, Restoration, Sex and gender.

	20
	Mar 20
	25-30 Spring Break

	21
	Apr 1
	Teaching Objective 4
Speciesism, Thought experiments, Universalizability.

	22
	Apr 3
	Assessment of learning outcomes 4
Test, Take Home and In-class.

	23
	Apr 8
	Teaching Objective 5
Akrasia, Amoralism, Bad faith and Self deception, Casuistry and rationalization.

	24
	Apr 10
	Teaching Objective 5
Fallenness, False Consciousness, Free Will and determinism.

	25
	Apr 15 
	Teaching Objective 5
Moral Luck, Nihilism, Pluralism.

	26
	Apr 17
	Teaching Objective 5
Power Radical Particularity, The separateness of persons, Skepticism, Standpoint, Supererogation, and Tragedy.

	27
	Apr 22
	Assessment of Learning outcomes 5
Test

	28
	Apr 28
	Review 

	29
	Apr 29
	Review

	30
	May 1
	Review


Final Examination
As I said earlier, some may not take the final. But I shall determine who. The final is intended to test the learning outcomes for this course for all the students. The main tests are the five learning outcomes test. They will prominently feature in the final test. There will be questions that test other things in all the tests. But the learning outcomes test will be separated from the rest of the skills that are tested.
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