Chaminade University of Honolulu

Syllabus for Music 185/285/385/485 (Guitar), Spring 2008

Instructor: Thomas Coleman, guitar

Phone: 808-497-7272

Email: thomas.coleman@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Office hours: by appointment

Course description: Individual instruction in the art of solo guitar playing: technique, music reading, sight reading, ear training, interpretation, performance techniques, repertoire, and musicianship.  A total of 12 lessons of 45 minutes in length will be given.

Course objectives: This class aims to develop basic knowledge and skills on the guitar, and also to provide an introduction to other music-related skills.  This includes music reading, playing, and technical skills on the guitar.  Besides playing the guitar, this class also aims to build knowledge of technique and literature, and reinforce basic theoretical concepts of music.  Finally, this class aims to teach music performance skills, both general and specific to the guitar.

General information: Please prepare for each class by reviewing lesson goals and objectives.  You must practice your assigned pieces and technical exercises for at least 30 minutes a day, 6 days a week.  A lack of practice will result in not being able to progress.

Absences: Missed lessons will only be made up if 24 hours prior cancellation notice is given or short-term notice with a doctor’s note.  While we realize that emergencies and illnesses do occur, this is a formal class that cannot be rescheduled easily.  If you miss the lesson without prior notice, this is an unexcused absence, and no make-up lesson will be forthcoming.  Three or more unexcused absences will result in a “no credit” grade.

Recital: Date to be announced.  Students are required to attend and perform in the recital.  The exception to this rule is that students who are novices to the guitar at the beginning of the semester will be excused from performing in the recital if they desire, and instead will perform during the last lesson of the semester.  (This is a “performing arts” class, and music performance to some degree is necessary.)  Students not performing are still required to attend the recital.  Failure to do so will result in an “F” grade.

Evaluation: Grades are given on a standard A-F scale.  Students will be graded on attendance, skill development, performance level, and effort over the entire semester.

Materials: A nylon-stringed (classical) acoustic guitar is required for the course.  Students are required to bring their instrument to all lessons.  Also required are a guitar tuner, metronome, and a text (chosen individually for the skill level of the student).  All books and materials will be the financial responsibility of the student.  
