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ENG 302: Creative Writing

ENG 402: Advanced Creative Writing

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring, 2008

Wednesdays, 2-4:50pm, Henry 227

Instructor:  Mary L. McCarrick 

Office: 206H Henry Hall

Phone: 739-8534

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Office hours: TR 3:30-4:30pm, W 12-1pm, F 12-1pm, and by appointment
Course Description & Objectives

Both ENG 302 and 402 are classes in fiction writing that examine the techniques of the contemporary short story and provide practice in writing short fictional prose. The courses provide opportunities for students to explore their motives for writing and to “try on” a variety of fictional genres. Participants in the course keep journals in which they respond to a sequence of "prompts" by recording short sketches and observations. 

The focus of ENG 302 and 402 is on writing, and you will have plenty of opportunities to work on your writing style and technique, as well as employ elements of fiction in the creation of your stories. In addition, you will be assigned readings from textbooks on writing, as well as short stories to read and discuss so that we can study successful writers’ techniques.  

By the end of this course, ENG 302 students will be responsible for turning in a minimum of 20 pages of polished writing. For ENG 402 students, you must turn in a minimum of 30 pages of polished writing. 

The objectives of this course cover the general scope of fiction writing from the point of view of the author. By the end of the course the student should have: 

· An increased understanding of what motivates people to write fiction 

· An increased knowledge of key terminology associated with the writing of fiction 

· Knowledge of the "rules" of fiction writing 

· An increased awareness of the key stories considered to be a part of any fiction writer's basic knowledge 

· A clear understanding of the two ways of developing fictional plots 

· An increased knowledge of fictional points of view 

· An understanding of how fictional characters are created 

· Knowledge of the difference between good and bad dialogue 

· An increased awareness of the major fictional genres

· A general knowledge of the market for commercial fiction 

· For ENG 402 students, a clear idea of the writing marketplace and the knowledge of how to go about submitting work to publications and agents
Required Texts and Materials 

Card, Orson Scott. 'Characters and Viewpoint.'

Cincinatti: Writer's Digest. 1988. ISBN # 0898799279

(ENG 402 students will find this book especially helpful)

Dialogue

Other books, articles, and materials for writing and reading may be required throughout the semester. 

Course Requirements & Points

· Final Portfolio (min. 20 pages for 302 students; min. 30 pages for 402 students)

· Short Writing Exercises

· Quizzes and Final Exam

· Process Writing Journal 

· Workshop participation

Your final portfolio will be made up of fully workshopped, revised, and polished stories that you have worked on all term with your classmates and me in the drafting and workshop process. The final portfolio will be made up of a minimum of 20 pages of polished fiction for ENG 302 students, and a minimum of 30 pages of polished fiction from ENG 402 students.  

You will have several short writing exercises in this class. These help you to develop ideas and your writing voice, and they provide opportunities for workshop while we wait for longer stories to be written and ready for class workshop.

Quizzes will be focused upon the reading assignments and my lecture materials. They will be given randomly, so come to each week’s class prepared for a quiz.

Your writing process journal can either be done on the computer and printed out for me to read at the end of class, or be done in a composition notebook. Please do NOT use spiral notebooks. 

Final Grade 

All course assignments will be graded on a point basis. The points available for the class will be broken down in this manner:

Workshops: 10 points

Final Portfolio: 30 points

Quizzes/ Final Exam: 25 points

Writing Exercises: 25 points

Journal: 10 points

TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE: 100

Final grade scale:

100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0 F        

Late Assignments

I do not take late assignments. All short writing exercises must be turned in by the date and time listed on the assignment itself.  It’s extremely important that you get all the comments and suggestions possible from your test audience, so make sure if you have projects to workshop and you’ve signed up to present a certain week, you have the material ready and emailed to me in advance so I can email it out to all the students in the class. You’ll want them to have plenty of time to read your work and think about it before workshopping. The final portfolio will not be accepted late.

Quizzes will not be made up unless you have a doctor’s excuse. Should there be special circumstances, such as deployment or family emergency, those will be dealt with on a case by case basis. Please call or email me to discuss your situation.
Withdrawing

Students who disappear during the term – that is, withdraw unofficially from the course – will fail the class. Please let me know when you withdraw so that I can make proper note of it.  The last date to withdraw is April 4.

Disabilities

Please notify me of any disabilities that may provide you extra challenges in this class. I encourage you to visit Student Services to learn your rights under the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Safe Classroom

My classrooms are considered safe environments. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or myself. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior in our online learning environment, please notify me immediately. 

Please remember that as artists, we need encouragement along with critique. We’re not in this to cut each other down in order to make ourselves feel better as writers. We’re here to support, learn from each other, and grow as artists. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas or words as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "F" for the course.  The Dean of Students will be notified.

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of stories with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 

Recycling Papers

There is a growing trend towards plagiarism on college and university campuses, and one form of plagiarism is submitting old papers from past classes for grades in a current class. If you want to continue working on a story you wrote prior to this class, you must show me the story. I will make a decision on a case by case basis as to whether it will be possible for you to fulfill the requirements the assignment in this class, while at the same time, continuing to develop your story. Do not simply recycle your old papers for this class. Those who do this will fail the class on the grounds of academic dishonesty.

All this said, I realize most of you are continuing to work on writing projects started before this class, especially if you are a 402 student. Since you are to create new intellectual work for each class, I will work with you to continue growing and developing your writing and the pieces so that they are considered to have unique intellectual worth, while at the same time, allowing you to fully utilize the process of revision that all creative writers use. 

WORKSHOPS

Each week a specific time will be devoted in each class to workshopping your projects. You don’t have to have something to workshop each week; in fact, it will be impossible for all of you to workshop a piece each week due to the class size. Yet it is imperative as a writer to get as much feedback as possible on your work. Therefore, we will have a signup for workshopping in each class, and you will sign up for the next class session. Once you sign up, you are to email me your story by Saturday prior to our next class session. I will then email the story out to the rest of the class, and that will give everyone 4 days to read it before our next class session. In the interest of time, I suggest short stories be no longer than 20 pages, or submitted for workshop in segments of 20 pages at a time. 

As a reader, you will be responsible for reading the work emailed to you on the weekends, making thoughtful comments and have questions ready for the author. You should journal about your workshopping, as both reader and writer, in your process journal. Please come to class prepared to discuss your peers’ writing projects, and give them the same attention you would like your work to receive.

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

