CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

PSY 500 School Counseling and Exceptional Children

Fall 2007

INSTRUCTOR:
Iris Tomita, M.Ed.

CLASS TIMES:
WEDNESDAYS, 5:30 - 9:30 PM                      LOCATION:  Freitas 254

OFFICE HOURS:
I am available before class. If you need to talk with me at any other time,  call or e-mail me, and a meeting can be arranged. 

PHONE: 383-7093



 E MAIL: iris.tomita@adjunct.chaminade.edu

COURSE TEXT:

Required: Hardman, Drew, Egan (2005) Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th Edition; Allyn & Bacon

Catalog Course Description
The scope of this course involves an examination of learning disabilities, emotional impairment, 

speech language disabilities, behavioral disturbances, mental retardation, physical and health 

impairments, visual and hearing disorders, early childhood learning impairments, child abuse, and alcohol/substance abuse within the K-12 educational context. The specific focus will be on the role and function of the school counselor in a special education context.  This includes, but is not limited to:  assessment, intervention, special educational referral and diagnostic process, 

and program evaluation.  
Program Linking Statement

This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the MSCP program School Counseling emphasis student learning outcome of Exceptional Children and Youth Within a School Counseling Context.  In addition, this course also addresses the MSCP core program student learning outcomes of:  1) Professional Issues and Ethics; 2) Research and Evaluation; and 3) Social and Cultural Foundations.

It is imperative that students keep all syllabi from all courses taken while in the MSCP program to facilitate the application process for licensing, certification, doctorate school application, etc.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1.
The Hawaii State Department of Education’s Six General Learner Outcomes 

(GLO’s).

2.
Exceptional children and youth within a school context, including the condition, 

learning characteristics, personal and social challenges, linguistic, and social diversity of individuals with:

a.  mental retardation

b.  speech and language disabilities

c.  developmental delay

d.  learning disabilities

e.  emotional disturbance

f.  vision and hearing impairments

g.  physical disabilities and health impairments

h.  behavior and social problems 

3. 
The impact of the exceptionality on the child/youth and the family in the context 

of school, community, and family supports that may be needed.

4.
Ethical practices in consultation and collaboration with families, school 

personnel, and other agency personnel in the development and implementation of 

individualized education programs relative to the school counseling context.

5.
The preparation of goals related to the social, emotional, and behavioral needs of 

students with exceptionalities or disabilities.

6.
The legal basis for identifying and educating students with disabilities and the 

procedures to implement educational programs for them, in particular, Chapter 

56/IDEA.

7.
Ethics and cross cultural issues and how they apply to students with exceptionalities or disabilities within the context of counseling.

8.
Scientific method and research and how they apply to students with exceptionalities or disabilities within the context of counseling.

9.
Research and how it applies to students with exceptionalities or disabilities within 

the context of counseling.

10.
Consultation relative to the school counseling context.
Assessment

The following are requirements of the course:
· Submit eight weekly typewritten, double-spaced, 1-2 page reflection papers (5 points each).

· Project (100 points)

· Two quizzes (25 points each)

· Final exam (50 points)

Grading
Reflection papers are due each class meeting as indicated on the schedule.  Students should focus on new learning based on the material covered in class or on the text.

Each student will submit a project based on a specific disability. Project should be 7-10 pages typewritten, double-spaced and include the following:

· Description of the disability

· Discussion of possible areas of need for a student with the disability

· Syllabus of a 8 – 10 week group counseling program addressing one or more areas of need identified

Assignments are to be handed in on the due dates stated in the schedule.

Late assignments WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED unless the student has discussed the need for an exception to the due date with the instructor BEFORE the assignment is due AND the instructor has agreed to accept the late assignment.
Final grades will be based on the following breakdown:  
A = 216 +









B = 192 - 215









C = <192
Attendance 

If you miss more than one class, you will be given a “C” and you must retake the class. (Graduate programs policy) Be advised that arriving to class more than 30 minutes late or leaving class more than 30 minutes early may be viewed as an absence.

Students with Disabilities

Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. June Yasuhara, 735-4845, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Marianist Educational Values

Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University.  The five characteristics of a Marianist education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith

Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not 

able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with 

respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life.  Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.

2. Provide an Excellent Education

In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.  Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.

3. Educate in Family Spirit

Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.”  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.

4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.  

5. Educate for Adaptation to Change

In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

Tentative Course Schedule

	Date
	                                           Topics
	        Assignments Due

	10/03/07

Week 

    1
	Course overview, General Learner Outcomes

Text, Chapters 1 & 2
	

	10/10/07

Week

    2
	IDEA, Chapter 56

Felix Consent Decree
	Chapters 3, 4

Reflection paper due

	10/17/07

Week

   3
	Parent Support Agencies

Parent/Student Rights
	Chapters 5, 6

Reflection paper due

Quiz #1

	10/24/07

Week

   4
	ADHD, Learning Disabilities
	Chapters 7, 8

Reflection paper due

	10/31/07

Week

   5
	Emotional Disorders
	Chapters 9, 10 

Reflection paper due



	11/07/07

Week

   6
	Counseling students with special needs


	Chapters 11, 12

Reflection paper due

Quiz #2

	11/14/07

Week

   7
	Autism


	Chapters 13, 14

Reflection paper due



	11/21/07

Week

   8
	Other issues (bullying, social skill development)
	Chapters 15, 16

Reflection paper due



	11/28/07

Week

   9
	IEP/Assessment tools
	Chapters 17, 18

Reflection paper due 

Written projects due

	12/05/07

Week

  10
	Final Exam
	


