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INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION:

Family and marriage are cross-cultural universals; they occur in all human societies.  Thus, most human beings get involved in some way with family and/or marriage.  While family and marriage are universals, the specific form or forms they assume depend on the particular culture, sociological variables like economic class, and the historical period.  This class will explore marriage and the family from the comparative and global perspectives, but with an emphasis on American society.  The analysis will focus on theory and research regarding the structures, patterns, and trends of marriage and family as basic social institutions.  

CLASS OBJECTIVES and STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students are expected to demonstrate:

· an understanding and appreciation of the institutions of marriage and the family from a sociological perspective;  

· the application of basic definitions, concepts, and theories to the understanding of the fundamental processes of marital and family life;

· the understanding of the ethnic diversity with respect to marriage patterns and family types, here in the U.S. and abroad;

· a knowledge of the conditions, both interpersonal and social that surround the changing patterns found in the marriage and family system;

· a knowledge of the role of interpersonal communication in significant other relationships;   
· a knowledge of the causes, correlates, and consequences of family violence;

· a knowledge of the functions of marriage to the couple members; and

· the knowledge of the social and socio-psychological bases for competencies in the area of interpersonal and family relations. 
CLASS FORMAT:



This IS class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the student and the instructor.  The format integrates feedback of chapter reviews and research paper.

GRADING:

The grading will be based on


1.
book chapter reports 





50 pts.


2.
research report






50 pts.


90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW=F
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