Dr. Cheryl Edelson




English 432/Spring 2008

American Literature: 1940-Present

T/Th 11:00 a.m. -12:20 p.m.

Freitas 250

Contact:

Office: Henry 206F

Office Hours: 
T 12:30-2:00

M/W 1:00-2:30

                       
and by appointment  

email: cedelson@chaminade.edu
Phone: 739-8533 

Course Description:

The postwar period captures many of the contradictions that define American life as a whole. Even as the Allied victory in World War II secured America’s status as a superpower, this triumph ushered in the pervasive anxieties and suspicions of the Atomic Age. Wartime production made possible postwar peace and prosperity; but this placid exterior was in part predicated upon brutal repressions such as the Hollywood Blacklist and the terrorism of the Ku Klux Klan. These polarities and conflicts are nowhere more clear than in American literature of the last 50 years. English 432 offers a broad survey of US literatures, 1940-Present. With attention to writers such as Nathanael West, Jack Kerouac, Joseph Heller, Ralph Ellison, and Maxine Hong Kingston, we shall consider artistic responses to WWII, the Cold War, and the Vietnam War. At the same time, our discussions will encounter philosophical and cultural movements such as Modernism, Postmodernism, Feminism, and Postcolonial/Fourth World activism. Students will be asked to read in genres ranging from poetry to the graphic novel and to write in-class exams, formal essays, and weekly response papers. 

Required Texts:

DeLillo, Don. White Noise. 1985.
Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. 1952. 

Heller, Joseph. Catch-22. 1955. 

Kerouac, Jack. On The Road.  1959. 

Kingston, Maxine Hong. Hawai’i One Summer. 1998.  
Mason, Bobbie Ann. In Country. 1985.

Spiegelman, Art. MAUS I: A Survivor’s Tale. 1973.

West, Nathanael. The Day of the Locust.1939.

Yamamoto, Hisaye. Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories.  1998.

Additional Readings will be available on reserve and WebCT.
Course Objectives:

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate:

-- the ability to discern major literary and cultural movements of 20th century America.

-- the ability to both explicate and contextualize a given literary text.

--the ability to develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills. 

-- the ability to incorporate secondary materials—particularly historical and literary critical scholarship-- into the reading and writing process. 

--an enhanced understanding of literature as a means of exploring self and world. 

Course Requirements and Expectations:

Students are expected to: arrive on time, complete all reading and writing assignments on the assigned dates, and to offer thoughtful contributions to class discussion. Frequent absences and/or lateness will adversely affect your grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in at least a 10% reduction of the final course grade.  
The course requirements include one formal essay, a midterm and final exam, weekly reading responses (postings), and a variety of informal writings and occasional quizzes.  In-class assignments may not be made up or turned in late.  

Please do not attempt to submit work that is not your own. Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F" for the entire course; instances of cheating will be reported to the University’s Dean of Humanities.  Please review the Academic Honesty and Plagiarism policies in Chaminade University’s 2005-06 General Catalogue.

I am available for consultation during my office hours, by email, or by appointment.  If you have any questions about an assignment or essay, please contact me before the assignment is due.

Essay Guidelines:

Essays are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned; they are expected to meet both minimum and maximum length requirements outlined in individual assignment descriptions. 

All essays must follow MLA format-- typed using 12-point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides. Please do not include a cover page. Each essay should have a creative and appropriate title. 

Late papers will receive a 10% grade reduction for each day until it is submitted.  If you are having difficulty with an assignment, please meet with me for additional assistance before the due date. You must complete and turn in all essays and major projects in order to pass this course.  
Distribution:
Attendance and Participation (Quizzes, Homework, In-Class Writings, Discussion) 10%

Weekly Postings 15%

Midterm 20%

Term Paper 30%

Final Exam 25%

Schedule of Assignments:

(Subject to revision)
*Reading assignments must be completed before class on the day listed.

**Additional Readings TBA
Week 1 

Tuesday 1/10:  Introductions; syllabus review

Thursday 1/12: Screen Sergeant York (Howard Hawks 1941)

Week 2 
T 1/17:  Conclude screening; discussion
Tuesday 1/17—Last day to add or drop classes
Th 1/19:  Watch Citizen Kane (Orson Welles 1941)—on reserve in the Sullivan Library— before today’s class meeting; Lecture and discussion
Week 3 

T 1/24: Yamamoto, Seventeen Syllables
Th 1/26: Ellison, Invisible Man-- Chapters 1- 6

Week 4 

T 1/31: Ellison, Chapters 7-14

Th 2/2: Ellison, Chapters 15-20

Week 5 

T 2/7:  Ellison, Chapters 21-Epilogue

Th 2/9: Flannery O’ Connor, On Reserve
Week 6 
T 2/14:  Heller, Catch-22 -- Ch. 1-11 

Th 2/16: Heller, Ch. 12-22
Week 7 
T 2/21: Heller, Ch. 23-32

Th 2/23: Heller, Ch. 33-42

Week 8 
T 2/28:  Allen Ginsberg “Howl” (available on WebCT and reserve)
Th 2/2: Midterm

Week 9 
T 3/7: Kerouac, On The Road-- Parts 1 and 2

Th 3/9:  Kerouac, Part 3

Week 10 
T 3/14: Mason, In Country 
Th 3/16: Mason continued

Spring Break 
M 3/20-F 3/24 

Week 11 

T 3/28: Spiegelman, Maus I 
Th 3/30: TBA  

Friday 3/31--Last Day to withdraw or apply for Credit/No Credit grade 
Week 12

T 4/4: De Lillo, White Noise-- Ch. 1-19
Th 4/6: De Lillo, Ch. 20-26

Week 13

T 4/11: De Lillo, Ch. 27-40   

Th  4/13: Screening TBA

Week 14

T 4/18: Alexie, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
Th 4/20: Alexie continued; 10-15 page Term Paper Due
Week 15 
T 4/25: Kingston, Hawai’i One Summer
Th 4/27:  Conclusions; Review for Final Exam

Final Exam
Time and Location TBA 

