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EN 201 – TYPES OF LITERATURE
Three Credits 

Meeting Days/Times:  Tuesdays and Thursdays
INSTRUCTOR:
Jill Dahlman (jill.dahlman@adjunct.chaminade.edu; jilldahlman@yahoo.com)
OFFICE:
Physical Location:  Windward Community College – Palanakila 152
OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by appointment
EFFECTIVE DATE:
Winter, 2008 Semester
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Introduction to the study of literature through reading, discussion, and written analysis of major works ranging from ancient to contemporary.  The course includes exemplary works from all major genre and diverse cultures.

Activities Required at Scheduled Times Other Than Class Times

· Homework, including but not limited to discussion board postings, reading of textbook(s), and other homework that may be noted in class

· Writing assignments

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Able to demonstrate familiarity with the elements of poetry and fiction/drama, and the literary terms used to discuss them (tests/papers).

2. Able to demonstrate carefully read and analyzed literary works using the elements of poetry and fiction, and recognize the skills used to synthesize information and "build" them (papers). 

3. Able to demonstrate an understanding of at least two ways to interpret/use literary texts (making connections/reader response papers) as examples of valid ways of looking at and interpreting texts. 

4. Able to demonstrate the ability to write unified, coherent, well-developed essays about literary works (making connection/reader response and long papers as well as essay exams).  

Students should come to class prepared to use and to demonstrate the following abilities in order to succeed in this class:

1. An ability to work independently in order to accomplish specific tasks, i.e., homework, research, writing, etc.
2. An ability to successfully manage time in order to complete all tasks

3. An ability to follow directions

4. An ability to ask questions in order to clear up misunderstandings, clarify directions, or seek assistance on papers (if needed)

5. An understanding that writing is a process that takes time in order to produce excellent work.

6. An understanding of the importance and necessity of multiple proofreading and revision techniques.

COURSE TASKS

1. Attend all scheduled classes.

2. Complete all assigned readings on time.

3. Utilize library resources for scholarly credibility as necessary.

4. Complete all drafts and final writing assignments on time.

5. Take the initiative to ask the instructor relevant questions both inside and outside of class.

6. Contribute to class discussions.

Discussion Board Postings - 100 points (10%)

In order to become great thinkers and great writers, practice is required. To that end, we will be employing the use of discussion board postings in this class. Two discussion board postings per reading will be required (a total of 32), one of which will be an original (250 words minimum) and the second of which will be a reply (150 words minimum). A word count must be included at the end of the posting. There should be no concern for grammar, punctuation, or paragraphs as the purpose of these entries is to provide you with practice writing and debating with your fellow classmates. The most important part of an entry is the content. When responding to another student’s posting, you must be respectful. There is no tolerance for name-calling, degradation, or any other form of slander against another student. In other words, attack the issue or argument, not the person. For each additional 250-word entry, you will receive three points extra credit (up to 15 points maximum).

MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAMS – 400 points (40%)

A midterm (worth 150 points) is scheduled for February 12, 2007.  The examination will cover selected literary terms, questions on selected pieces or analysis techniques, and a small essay section on material covered in class to date.

A final (worth 250 points) is scheduled for March 18, 2007.  The examination will cover selected literary terms, questions on selected pieces or analysis techniques, and a small essay section on all material covered in this class.

GROUP PROJECT – 100 points (10%)

Choose one chapter from chapters nine through thirteen.  Assign readings for your fellow classmates to read (which must include at a minimum one fiction piece, two poems, and one essay—a dramatic piece is optional) and discussion board postings based upon those readings.  You will be "teaching" a particular chapter, so be certain that you apply some of the terms that we have explored, as well as literary devices and strategies for analysis to the pieces you have chosen.  Feel free to come to me to discuss questions, problems, or to request assistance.
Writing Assignments – 400 points (40%) 

Assignments are described below. The paper is due on the date indicated. Unless you are dead or in a documented coma, there will be NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Basic Guidelines for ALL WRITING Assignments:  

Place your name in the top left corner of the first page as noted. 
Post your own draft paper one week prior to the due date, and read postings from the members of this class on the discussion board. Post constructive comments to at least two papers no less than three days before the final due date. (Additional comments on additional peer papers will garner extra credit points.)  Comments should include the following: A general statement that you would write after your first quick reading, a specific statement covering what you particularly like and what you see as problematic, then finally, a question that you feel will help the writer along. After reading comments from your classmates to your own essay, incorporate new material developed in response to the comments from your readers. 
ASSIGNMENTS/PAPERS

Assignment #1 – 150 points –Word count:  1500 words minimum – Due Date:  2/7


For this assignment, choose one of the strategies (formalist, biographical, mythological, deconstructionist, or psychological) OR one of the historical strategies (literary history, Marxist, New Historicist, Cultural, Feminist, Gay and Lesbian, or reader-response) and apply it to Frankenstein.  Use evidence from the text and at least three professional journal articles (found in your textbook) to further your argument.

Assignment #2 – 200 points – Word Count: 2000 words minimum – Due Date:  3/18

For this assignment, choose any one story that we have discussed in class.  Using the text and at least four supplemental texts found from a professional journal, analyze a particular theme, symbol, or other literary device that you believe is crucial in the text.  Use evidence from the text and from professional journal articles in order to further your argument.

Purpose:  Analysis of various texts is crucial through much of your college career and beyond.  Do the author's claims have validity?  What are the explicit (surface) and implicit (hidden) meanings behind what the author has to say?  By examining a piece of literature, you will come to understand the difference between an implicit message and an explicit message. This essay also requires that you determine what techniques the artist used to get his/her message across to the reader.  In the real world, messages are not always "in your face."  So it goes with literature, too. By sorting through these modalities, you can discern what "real" message behind the outward appearance exists.

LEARNING RESOURCES

Students are expected to obtain and to bring with them to each class meeting the following textbook: Thinking and Writing About Literature, 2nd Edition, by Michael Meyer.  The novel, Frankenstein, written by Mary Shelley and edited by Johanna M. Smith, is also a required text.  Additionally, students will be required to have access to the Internet in order to fully participate in the Discussion Board and to post papers as well as to read The Importance of Being Earnest. Although you are not required to own a computer, access to both a computer and the Internet is a "must" for this class.  You will also need a writing handbook such as Diana Hacker's A Writer's Reference, 6th Ed. or Scott Foresman Handbook, 8th Ed.
Additional Information 
A "UNIVERSITY PERFORMANCE" STANDARD - Students are expected to make a very serious academic commitment to their success in their course. This is demonstrated by maintaining the syllabus schedule as a minimum, or working ahead of it with respect to all readings and by submitting all papers on time as indicated above without fail. It is always strongly recommended that students work slightly ahead of the syllabus whenever possible to compensate for the unexpected.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

It is each student’s responsibility to be in class and on time as much as humanly possible. Students are not allowed to sign in for a class meeting unless they are present for the entire instructional period or unless they have the instructor’s permission at least 24 hours before the class meeting. All students are requested not to forget that this applies to everyone. If you fall asleep, text message, or are otherwise inattentive, your attendance will not count. Unless you are able to provide written documentation as to why you were not in class (an excused absence, i.e., doctor's/employer’s note), your absence will be considered unexcused. Two unexcused absences will result in a one-letter reduction in your grade. Each additional absence will cost you ten points.  Since this is a class utilizing discussion as one of its methods of teaching, you cannot expect to learn something unless you are sitting in the classroom discussing the material. You are responsible for all missed assignments. 

Tardiness in any way, shape, or form is not tolerated.  You are expected to be at your job on time.  This is your job.  Your job is to be in the class before the time to start class has been reached.  Being tardy two times will be considered an unexcused absence. If you have missed five or more classes, you have failed the class—no matter how good your scores are.
PLAGIARISM POLICY – Chaminade University of Honolulu defines plagiarism as follows:  

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:  

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgement of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. (Student Handbook 49)

If you are caught plagiarizing in any manner that even remotely resembles the Chaminade University policy, you will be dealt with severely. This could include punishment from a zero on the assignment to an expulsion from the class or university. If plagiarism is suspected, the student will be expected to conference with me, producing every single piece of documentation used in the assignment, and to orally defend their paper. If concern is still raised, or if the student requests independent assessment, then the student shall be expected to appear before a panel of three professors (one of whom shall be this professor) with all evidence of documented sources and orally defend his/her paper. In short, don't do it. 

INCOMPLETE:  An Incomplete is not automatically given. An Incomplete is only considered when less than 15% of all coursework is left to complete and only under extreme circumstances. In short, don't expect it.
GRADING – 

A = 900-1000 points – Student demonstrates outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B = 899-800 points – Student demonstrates superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C = 799-700 points – Student demonstrates average work indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

D = 699-600 points – Student demonstrates inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for the fulfillment of prerequisite course work.

F = 599 or below – Student has failed to grasp the minimum subject matter.  No credit is given.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE (Note:  This is not etched in stone!)
	DATE
	To be covered in class 
	Homework

	WEEK ONE 

Tuesday

1/8
	Syllabus and expectations
	Read Chapter 1, pgs. 11-28; post an original discussion board response to Kate Chopin's piece (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

1/10
	Discussion of Chapter 1; review of terms; application to Kate Chopin
	Read Chapter 2, pgs. 29-55; post an original discussion board response to David Updike's piece (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK TWO

Tuesday

1/15
	Discussion of Chapter 2; review of terms; application to David Updike
	Read Chapter 3, pgs. 56-78

	Thursday

1/17
	Discussion of Chapter 3; review of terms
	Read Chapter 3, pgs. 83-103; post an original discussion board response to William Faulkner's piece (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK THREE

Tuesday

1/22
	Discussion of Chapter 3, "Writing in Process"; review of terms; application to William Faulkner; exploration of contexts to Faulkner on LiterActive
	Skim Chapter 4; pay closer attention to pgs. 104-114 and 118-134.  Read Chapter 5 pgs. 137-174; post an original discussion board response to Robert Frost's poetry (pg 121-122 - 250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

1/24
	Brief review of Chapter 4; Listen to "Literature Aloud" – Frost's poetry;

Review of Chapter 5; review of terms; application of terms to all stories
	Read Chapter 5 pgs. 175-212; post an original discussion board response to Karen van der Zee (pg 181-188) OR Gail Godwin (pg 189-194) (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK FOUR

Tuesday

1/29
	Complete discussion of Chapter 5; review of terms; application of terms to stories
	Read Frankenstein, pgs. 26-110; post an original discussion board response to novel (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

1/31
	Discussion of Frankenstein; application of previous term knowledge to story; set up, history, and issues explored in novel
	Complete Frankenstein, pgs. 110-189; post an original discussion board response to novel (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK FIVE

Tuesday

2/5
	Completion of discussion of Frankenstein
	Read Chapter 6; post an original discussion board posting (250 words) to John Donne's "Death Be Not Proud" (pg. 273); respond to someone's posting (150 words); Turn in paper #1.  You must attach a rough draft in order to receive credit.

	Thursday

2/7
	Discussion of Chapter 6; review of terms; listen to poetry of Jarrell, Marvell, Frost, Thomas, and Whitman on Literature Aloud
	Study for Midterm (through Chapter 5).  The midterm will consist of terms, questions on select pieces, and a small essay section.


	WEEK SIX

Tuesday

2/12
	Midterm
	Read Chapter 7:  pgs. 282-292, 335-344, 444-448; Find and read etext online of "The Importance of Being Earnest" by Oscar Wilde; post an original discussion board posting (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)


	Thursday

2/14
	PAPER ONE DUE 

Discussion of Chapter 7

Discussion of The Importance of Being Earnest
	Post an original discussion board posting to "The Importance of Being Earnest" (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK SEVEN

Tuesday

2/19
	Discussion of The Importance of Being Earnest; view movie
	Read Chapter 8, pgs. 511-536; post an original discussion board posting (250 words) to Jonathan Swift's "A Modest Proposal"; respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

2/21
	Discussion of Chapter 8; review of terms; discussion of Swift, Cooper, and White
	Read Chapter 8, pgs.  538-774; post an original discussion board posting (250 words) to Linda Chavez's piece; respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK EIGHT Tuesday

2/26
	Discussion of Chapter 8; review of terms; discussion of Cole and Chavez
	Group assigned to Chapter 9 presents on Thursday; post an original discussion board response to assigned reading (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

2/28
	GROUP PRESENTATION:  Discussion of Chapter 9
	Group assigned to Chapter 10 presents on Tuesday; post an original discussion board response to assigned reading (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK NINE

Tuesday

3/4
	GROUP PRESENTATION:

Discussion of Chapter 10
	Group assigned to Chapter 11 presents on Thursday; post an original discussion board response to assigned reading (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

3/6
	GROUP PRESENTATION:

Discussion of Chapter 11
	Group assigned to Chapter 12 presents on Tuesday; post an original discussion board response to assigned reading (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	WEEK TEN 

Tuesday

3/11
	GROUP PRESENTATION:

Discussion of Chapter 12
	Group assigned to Chapter 13 presents on Thursday; post an original discussion board response to assigned reading (250 words); respond to someone's posting (150 words)

	Thursday

3/13
	GROUP PRESENTATION:

Discussion of Chapter 13
	Study for final exam on Tuesday, 3/18

	FINAL EXAM

Tuesday

3/18
	PAPER TWO DUE 

Final Exam
	Have a wonderful break!


KEEPING TRACK OF SCORES

	ASSIGNMENT
	GRADE
	OUT OF POSSIBLE
	TOTAL

	Discussion Board postings

Need a Total of 32 (x 3 points)
	
	100
	

	Paper One


	
	150
	

	Paper Two
	
	250
	

	Midterm


	
	200
	

	Group Work


	
	100
	

	Final


	
	200
	

	DEDUCTIONS FROM GRADE (unexcused absences…)
	
	1000
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English 201/Dahlman
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Due Date:  Day Year Month








