Chaminade University                        AN 360: Native North American Cultures

1/08
Inst.: Richard Bordner

Off. Hrs.: Beh. Sciences Bldg #114, MWF 11-2, TR 10-11 or by app’t.

Phone: 739-4644(off.)  E-mail= rbordner@chaminade.edu or bordnerr001@hawaii.rr.com
Required Texts:  Deloria, Barbara et al (eds.).  1999.  Spirit & Reason.  Golden: Fulcrum Press.


Kelley, Klara and Harris Francis.  1994.  Navajo Sacred Places.  Urbana: Indiana Univ. Press.


Nerburn, Kent.  1994(2002).  Neither Wolf Nor Dog.  Novato: New World Library.
Course Description: This course is intended to provide a overall survey of traditional Native North American cultures and the modern process of acculturation and ethnic identity.  We will examine the varied patterns of cultural adaptation to changing environmental conditions.  We will also look at the historical views of Native Americans and their ongoing dialogue with the Anglo power structure in 'American' society.  Due to the complexity and diversity of this huge area we will break the material down into the traditional (in anthropology) 'culture areas', dialoging them in sequence in both their traditional and modern context.

This course meets the following program goals for the Behavioral Sciences Program: 2) the diversity of peoples and cultures--other ways of seeing and understanding the world; 3) how social forces shape our individual perception and behavior; 4) the relationship between self-examination and the nature of the group and of group dynamics.

Course Learning Outcomes: 1) You will have a basic knowledge of the complex regional diversity of cultures subsumed under the title 'American Indians';
2) You will have a basic level of understanding of the complex relationships of the Anglo-American power structure, ethnocentrism, stereotyping and its impact on acculturation of Native Americans;
3) You will have developed a basic level of understanding about the concept of ethnic identity as it is used in the Behavioral Sciences and how that concept helps to understand the complex development in modern Native American identity.

Course Objectives:  By the end of the semester you will have gained basic knowledge in the following areas:
What did North America look like before Columbus?

Initial settlement of North America

The impacts of Euroamerican stereotyping on the Indian

Arctic and Subarctic cultures--How to survive in the far north

Northeast cultures--The Iroquois Confederacy and complex societies

Southeast cultures--Cherokee writing, assimilation and the Trail of Tears

Plains cultures
The stereotypic Indian, the bison and the Wild West Show 

Adaptation to a nut—California Indians and the acorn

The Great Basin/Plateau cultures--Desert Survival—Las Vegas before Caesar’s and Bellagio

Northwest Coast cultures--Politics and giving—the Potlatch and why it’s un-American

Southwest cultures--Agriculturalists, the Anasazi, Hopi, Dineh and sheep   

Adaptations to change—dealing with Euroamericans

Indians and the Great White Father—historically and current issues

How does one deal with being dehumanized?

The Powwow and the re-imagining of being Indian

The Rez

Native American groups within the context of revitalization movements

The New Age and the love of things Indian--Native Americans in the image of the Nation-State 

Class Grading:  1) Exams= There will be 2 exams in this class, both essay.  They will cover both the readings and the lectures.  They will be worth 50% of your course grade.

      2) Research Paper/Service Learning Project: You will be required to do either 1) an in-depth examination of a particular aspect of one of the Native American ethnic groups.  This can be either library research or fieldwork, BUT YOU MUST clear it with me first or take the consequences.  The paper must be a minimum of 12 pages (text, double-spaced), with 3 major references other than class materials (3 internet sources= 1 source); or 2) work on an approved (by the instructor) Service Learning Project.  For this class these would include tutoring at Kaimuki High School/Kuhio School or other appropriate projects with my approval.  With the Service Learning option you must complete a daily journal of your experiences and a final summation of the experience, how it reflects what you’ve learned in this class and its impact on you.  The Research Paper/Service Learning will count for 30% of your course grade.

     3) Reaction Papers: You will be expected to write 2 or more reaction papers during the semester on questions posed in class.  These papers should be from 1-3 pages in length.  They will count for 10% of the course grade.

     4) Class attendance and participation= In a class of this type, without a textbook, the lectures provide the majority of general synthesized information.  Thus attendance is mandatory if you want to pass the class.  This is worth 10% of your course grade.

Grading:  Exams(2).............50%           
A=90-100       D=60-69

          
Research Paper.....…30%           
B=80-89        F= -60

          
Part/Attend.......…...10%           
C=70-79

Reaction Papers…...10%





AN 360: Course Schedule    
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Jan. 14-18: MODULE I:  Introduction

The image of the Native American—persistent contradictory stereotypes

America during early migration/settlement

Human-environment dynamics in North America



Ass: Read Deloria 9-10 (123-43); 21 (249-56)

Jan. 21: Holiday

Jan. 23-28: MODULE II:  Impacts of European colonization


Spanish-Florida-Mesoamerica/French-Canada/British-America 1492-1800


Ass: Read Deloria 15-17 (189-222)

Jan. 30-Feb. 6: MODULE III: U.S. Gov’t. and Indians 1776-1950


Treaties and “forked tongues”


Manifest Destiny, Americans and indigenous Americans


Indian Schools and the Rez

Regional Modules

Feb. 8-13:  MODULE IV: Arctic/Subarctic, or How to survive in the far north

Issues of environmental determinism



Ass: Read Deloria 18 (223-229); 22 (257-72), Kelley Part I (skim), Part II (read)

Feb. 15-22: MODULE V: Northeast cultures
The Iroquois Confederacy and complex societies


The 5 Nations and mainstream American society—the “Melting Pot”


Legal issues with the American government—passports, gambling and smokes


Ass: Read Deloria 3-5 (32-71)

Feb. 18: Holiday

Feb. 25-March 5: MODULE VI:  Southeast cultures


Slavery and plantation culture in the early South


Morals of being better than your teacher—the Cherokee and Creeks and the Trail of Tears


Home?  Oklahoma, Carolinas and legal control of land


Who is a real Indian—Seminoles and creoles


Hand Out EXAM I



Ass: Read Nerburn (all)

March 7-17: MODULE VII:  The “Real” Indians--Plains cultures

The Northern and Southern Plains groups


Issues of ‘ownership’ of land and ritual landscapes


The stereotypic Indian, the bison and the Wild West Show



Ass: Read Deloria 23-26 (275-338), Kelley Part III-IV

March 19-April 4: MODULE VIII:  Southwest cultures


The First People, Anasazi(?) and Pueblo groups


The Apache and Dineh (Navajo)—migratory groups in harsh environments


Energy Policy, SUV’s and reservation land

March 24-28:  Spring Break

April 7-9:  MODULE IX:  Adaptation to a nut—California Indians and the acorn

April 11-16: MODULE X:  The Great Basin/Plateau cultures

Desert Survival—Las Vegas before Caesar’s and Bellagio


Ass: Read Deloria 11-12 (137-153); 19 (230-40)

April 18-25: MODULE XI:  Northwest Coast cultures


Politics and giving—the Potlatch and why it’s un-American


Hand out EXAM II

April 28-May 2:  The issue of the Rez and contemporary native Americans

The New Age, Dancing with Wolves and the love of things Indian 

May 2: Summary and Assessment

Research Paper Due—NO EXCEPTIONS—Late= 1 grade per day
May 8: FINAL EXAM class 10:30, exam Due 3:00 
