 


Modern Europe 

                                    Spring 2008

Course Syllabus  
Course:
 

HIST.324
Day/Time/Place:

MWF 11:00-11:50 Henry H 107

Instructor:                           Dr. Lilia Castle     
Office Hours:


MW 2.00-4.00(or by an appointment)
Phone:


739-4628 off.

e-mail                                  lcastle@chaminade.edu

Course Description:
This course introduces students to the history of modern Europe. From 1815 to the present Europe gained global hegemony and then lost it after World War II. Course will analyzes developments leading to the WWI and WWII , Cold War, the rise of the European Common market, and the collapse of communist regimes in Eastern Europe.
The history is examined from the prospective of the trials and tribulations of peoples, governments, social orders, cultures and individuals that shaped European continent from 1815 to modern time. 


The course is designed to give students an understanding of the ideas, institutions, economy and other characteristic features of Europe in historical and contemporary context. Foreign and domestic policies of different countries, the origin and consequences of wars and revolutions will be explored. Additional coverage is given to the expression of modern ideas in literature and art. 

Video clips, slides music will be used to bring the historical panorama to life.

Teaching Goal:

To develop a broad, comprehensive understanding of the history of Modern   Europe from XIX to the beginning of the XXI century:

· the major social, economic, political events; intellectual and cultural achievements of that period;

· the most significant social and philosophical  ideas and debates of that time;

· To develop students’ ability to understand and criticize the historical information in various forms: written essays, verbal discourse, small groups’ interaction. 

· To expand students’ appreciation of the values and lifestyles of peoples of European world.

Learning Outcomes:

This course is linked to the following Historical Program Learning Outcomes (HPLO):

Upon completion of the course, students will demonstrate:
Course Learning Outcome 1: an understanding of historical change, continuity and causality of modern European history showing an informed sense of differences and similarities between cultures of European countries, as well as the reasons for and the results of changes taking place during the wars and revolutions (HPLO 1)
Course Learning Outcome 2: knowledge of politics and political institutions of major European countries in critical periods of European history.  (HPLO 2)
Course Learning Outcome 3: knowledge of the major intellectual and cultural achievements of European World from the beginning of the XIX to the beginning of XXI century. 
Course Learning Outcome 4: an ability to explain historical events and political developments with multiple views and interpretations, thereby avoiding explanations that point to historical linearity or political inevitability. (HPLO 3)
Requirements:
1.
There will be a midterm exam, a final exam, two quizzes and group research project which has to be presented in the class.
2.
Other required activities include readings, graded discussions, short reports, class exercises, all of which will be assessed for the final grade. 
3.
Students should be able to demonstrate that they can analyze material rather than merely memorized it. 
4.
Students must be active participants in the course: 

· Attendance. Students are expected to attend all the classes, to be prepared, and participate in class discussions and activities. All class activities, discussions and assignments are graded; consequently, the class attendance and participation are essential for a student if he/she wants to receive full credit for the course. 

· Points will be deducted for unexcused absence and conversations during the lecture. Student with more than four unexcused absences will have to drop the course.
· All students are advised to prepare written summaries of each item read. Participation in class discussions includes thoughtful comments and/or thoughtful questions asked by a student
Group Research Project
Topics have to be discussed with the instructor during the first week of the semester. Each group has to do 20 minutes presentation during the 14th week of semester on economical/cultural issues of one of the European countries.  

Course Grading:

All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

90-100 A
         Research project          10%

80-89

B
         Midterm exam              20%                                            70-79

C                 Final Exam                   20%                                              

60-69

D
         Quizzes                        20%



           Below 60       F                 Class activities              30%


Course Texts:

A History of the Modern World since 1815, by R.R.Palmer and Joel Colton, McGraw-Hill, Inc., NY, 1995

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week 1

· Introduction to the course. 
· The Epoch of Enlightenment

· Robert Owen. 
·     Charles Fourier. 
·     Saint-Simon.  
·    Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

Homework:
Palmer: Prologue; handouts.
Class activities: reading &discussion Classifying Passions  by Fourier (2%)
Week 2
 A Revolutionary Era
Freedom and the Ideal State 
Class activity: Group discussion on theory and practice of revolution (3%)
Week 3.

· The Industrial Revolution in Europe. 
· Positive and negative results of the Industrial revolution.
· Urban working class. The condition of women and children. 

Homework: Ch. X1
Week 4
 
· Realism, Positivism, Marxism,” Rational egoism”. 
· Thomas Malthus,  David Ricardo, Adam Smith, Chernishevsky.

Homework: ch.XII; Prepare for the group discussion on the new social theories
Clas activity: Group discussion on social theories  (5 points)
Week 5
 
· Unification of Italy.
· The founding of German Empire. 
· National revolt in Greece.
· Nationalism. 

Group discussion: Nationalism, Patriotism, Chauvinism (2 points)

Homework: essay: describe the difference between N,C,and P (2 pages)-5%
.

Week 6

· European culture of the first half of the XIX century.
· Classicism. Romanticism. Sentimentalism

(Slides, video)
Homework: Ch. XIV, handouts.

Class activity: students’ Intellectual games (up to 5 points).
Week 7

· European science in XIX century.

Homework: students presentations on one of the scientists of the XIX century.

Week 8

· Philosophy of Life: Friedrich Nietzsche; Immanuel Kant; Friedrich Schelling, Schopenhauer. 

Class exercise: (5%)

Homework: handouts

Week 9             

· European Culture of the second half of the XIX century. 
Class activity: group quiz-game  

Homework: Ch. XIV, handouts

Week 10

· Russia in XiX beg. XX centuries .

· Political parties at the beginning of the XX century. 
· Russian Revolutions of 1905, 1917. 
· Murder of tsar Nicholas II and his family. 

· Video clips.

Homework: ch. XVII, handouts for the quiz

Week11

· Imperialism. 
· WWI

Economic and social impact of the War. 
The reflection of the War in European literature.                        

.
Class discussion: on “Lost generation”
Week 12 
MIDTERM 
· Italian fascism

· Third Reich in Germany. 
· Russia under Stalin. Gulag 
Homework: Ch. XIX; handouts
Week 13.

· The Second World War. 
Homework: Ch. XX, handouts.

Week 14
· Students presentations 
Week 15
· Modern European art and culture. 
· Review for Final exam

Class Discussion:  Global Problems of Modernity (5%)
Final Exam: May 7, 10:30-12:30
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